
2012  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

U    January 21st 

U    February 18th  

U    March 17th 

U    April 23rd 

U    May 5th  

U    June 16th 

U     July 21st 

U     August 18th 

U    September 15th 

U    October 20th 

U    November 17th 

U    December 15th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Again, the March 

meetingôs primary focus 

was to remind members 

that, due to NNL East, 

THERE WILL BE NO 

APRIL MEETING!!   

We also discussed the 

schedule for our upcom-

ing meeting on May 5th, 

immediately prior to our 

NNL show on the 

12thðBE THERE! 

 This month, Rich 

Wilson checks out the 

ôBig Go Eastõ a Memory! 
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Chrysler 300 

by óUp and 

Comingô Moe-

bius Models.  

Thanks, Rich! 

 T h e 

Pontiac Parade 

just keeps kinda soldier-

ing along.  Cômon guys, 

letôs start bringinô in 

those Pontiac projects 

again!  Iôm doinô my best 

to get something done!  

 The raffle raised 

$62.00, while 

the door kicked 

in an additional 

$129.10.  

Thanks, guys! 

 Thanks 

to the raffle 

donors:  Brad, Ron 

Bradley, Steve M. Buter, 

Bob Foster, Matt Guil-

foyle, Ron Hamilton, 

Steve Scott, Lyle Willits, 

and Replicas & Minia-

tures Co. of MD.  p 

Prius Gouging?!?  

 A Twitter user dis-

covered something inter-

esting at a Miami Toyota 

dealer and thankfully 

shared pictures of an un-

usual Prius C Two win-

dow sticker.  Remember, 

the base Prius C starts at 

just $18,950, and up-

graded Two trim starts at 

$19,900.  With the op-

tions that dealer Al Hen-

drickson added to the car, 

it should cost $20,839, 

but then someone at the 

dealer added a ñMarket 

Value Adjustment,ò 

which comes in at an as-

tonishing $6,995.  Total 

cost for the ócheapô Prius 

here?  $27,834. COM-

PLETELY absurd. 

 Or is it?  Autoblog 

called the dealer with 

some questions for the 

general managerðwhy 

so much?  Are people 

still interested at this 

price?  But they were 

asked to leave a message 

and have not yet heard 

back.  But think about it.  

This is one of the most 

popular high-efficiency 

vehicles in the US right 

now, selling 1,200 units 

in the first THREE 

DAYS it was on sale, and 

Toyota is increasing pro-

duction to meet demand 

(both here and in Japan). 

 Autoblog admits that 

the market values this 

car, but does it do so 

enough to tack on an ex-

tra 33 percent?  They 

doubt itðespecially 

when you can get a regu-

lar Prius Liftback or 

Prius V for around that 

muchðbut maybe some-

one down in Florida 

thinks so. Either way, 

(Continued on page 9) 



site is www.chrysler300club.com. 

 The kit contains 80 grey parts 

as well as 29 chrome and 10 clear 

(2 clear red) parts for a total of 

119.  Also included is what I be-

lieve is a copy of the original sales 

brochure. 

 Engine:  Counting the various 

hoses there are no less than 30 

parts for the engine alone.  Itôs 

quite an accurate assembly and 

would be a good example to copy 

for other models.  The valve cov-

ers do have the correct óChrysler 

Fire Powerô on them.  The instruc-

tions show the deep end of the oil 

pan at the front while the photos 

show it reversedðthe photos are 

correct.  Three items that are very 

óold schoolô are the road tube, the 

combo generator/power steering 

pump and the trans mounted 

emergency brake.  Unusual in 

scale is the transmission dip tube, 

but there is none for the engine.  

One thing I have never understood 

is the very restrictive exhaust 

manifolds with the twin Carter 

four barrel carbs, a combination 
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Chrysler 300  

 This new Moebius company 

has really gotten off to a óflying 

start.ô  This is another much an-

ticipated kit that a few years ago 

would have been rejected as not 

having enough interest.  Person-

ally, I find this car less than attrac-

tive and have very little informa-

tion about it.  There are other 

years that are quite good looking, 

but this one looks like a tank to 

me.  To be fair, I did a little web 

searching and was able to find 

only one reference to the carsô 

weight.  You know when itôs hard 

to find such information itôs usu-

ally because itôs not very flatter-

ing.  It would seem to be in the 

5000-pound area, but I guess that 

didnôt really hurt the performance 

too much.  I did learn that the 

ó300ô designation referred to the 

300 horsepower developed by the 

hemi engine; a first in production 

history.  I wasnôt surprised to 

learn that it was designed by none 

other than Virgil Exner; Iôve never 

liked anything he designed.  This 

was a rather exclusive car, not for 

everybody, as only 1725 were 

built and at $4055.00 base price, 

thatôs not hard to understand.  For-

tunately, the option list is rather 

short, with the ónot availableô list 

being the more interesting.  Air-

conditioning, back-up lights and 

rear view mirrors were not avail-

able.  And the only colors avail-

able were black, red, and white, 

while the interior was only in 

natural leather.  There is an amaz-

ing amount of information (and 

pics) on the internet and I would 

suggest if you are building this kit 

its well worth reading. One good 

that canôt be very efficient, but 

other manufacturers were just as 

guilty of this.  

 Chassis:  Itôs very much a lad-

der type frame, but is cast sepa-

rately from the underside of the 

body, which will make painting 

much easier.  The chassis is made 

up of 23 pieces and while itôs very 

detailed, itôs rather plain by to-

dayôsô standards.  Thereôs no pos-

able steering here and would take 

a great deal of effort to accom-

plish.  The dual exhaust system is 

trimmed off by the characteristic, 

for the 300, chromed tips that are 

oval shaped and drilling the tips is 

not advised here.  The provided 

color photographs are of great 

value for both assembly and col-

orization. 

 Interior :  As seems to be the 

practice these days, the interior 

builds up off the underside body 

panel. Considering the óhigh endô 
nature of this car, the interior 

seems very óutilitarianô like a 

Chevy 150 or Ford 300.  Again, 

Iôd advise a web search for inte-

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.chrysler300club.com./
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300 (contd)  

rior photos to help this assembly.   

There are decals for the gauges, 

but paint detailing is what will 

make this interior ójump.ô  The 

seats seem quite plush, pleated 

and accurate.  As I noted before, 

the interior was available in one 

color only, natural leather, an off-

white or pale tan shade.  Itôs got 

hand cranks cast in, but power 

windows were among the few op-

tions.  The steering wheel and col-

umn seem huge and heavy but that 

was the nature in the mid-fifties.   

And bear in mind power steering 

was an option on this behemoth of 

a car.  I can remember someone 

telling me that my ó66 Mustang 

needed power steering and it had 

only a 6 banger in it.  Can you 

imagine that person trying to steer 

this monster?  The transmission 

selector mounts to the dash, while 

the turn signal stalk is on the col-

umn. 

 Tires/wheels:  The kit comes 

with two sets of wheels, full cov-

ers or optional wire wheels.  The 

tires are spectacular with very nice 

and accurate tread detail, but no 

lettering.  Why canôt the tires have 

the size and type lettering without 

the brand name on them?  The 

whitewalls seem to be standard 

equipment.  I wouldnôt mind hav-

ing extra sets of these tires.  

 Body:  If I remember cor-

rectly, Moebius had a problem 

with the roof shape in pre-

production, but that seems to be 

solved now.  The scripts are cast 

on the body, but there are decal 

replacements available as well.   

Considering the era of this car, 

(Continued from page 2) 

thereôs very little chrome.  Exte-

rior mirrors were not available on 

the 1:1 carðseems odd by todaysô 

standards.  After the bumpers, 

head, tail and parking light bezels, 

and license plates, the only other 

chrome is an antenna that is quite 

thin.  The radiator and shroud are 

two-piece as are the horns and 

power brake booster.   And as 

mentioned before, there are heater 

hoses. 

 Decals:  As Iôve suggested in 

the past, the decals are packaged 

in their own bag.  Besides those 

mentioned, there are various un-

derhood warning labels and li-

cense plates.  Other than a couple 

of drawing errors, the instruction 

sheet on glossy paper is a very 

nice touch. 

 This kit is labeled as a skill 

level three kit but Iôm sure some-

one of less experience could do a 

very good job building this kit.  I 

can see quite a few customs will 

be built from this kit; they can 

only look better than the factory 

version.  

by:  Rich Wilson  p 

1 Ford F-Seriesð47,453 

2 Toyota Camryð36,820 

3 Honda Accordð35,385 

4 Chevy Silveradoð30,749 

5 Toyota Priusð25, 168 

6 Toyota Corollað24,804 

7 Honda Civicð24,423 

8 Honda CR-Vð23,627 

9 Chevy Malibuð21,906 

10 Ford Fusionð21,610 

11 Ram Pickupð21,126 

12 Hyundai  Sonatað20,521 

13 Ford Focusð19,425 

14 Chevy Equinoxð18,282 

15 Chevy Cruzeð18,206 * 

16 Ford Escapeð16.986 

17 Hyundai Elantrað16,836 

18 Nissan Altimað16,239 

19 VW Jettað15,658 

20 Toyota RAV4ð15,196 

 Guess the imports are regain-

ing ground (& óGMCô loses), de-

spite the effects of the Japanese 

tsunami, eh?  

* For some reason, this number 

includes the recently departed Co-

balt.  Cookinô the books?! p 

Thanks, Dave Burket!!  

Apr. õ12 Sales 
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to feature more of their 

brandsô identities in their 

race cars (?!).  Ford and 

Dodge have already un-

veiled redesigned NAS-

CAR racers for ó13 that 

closely resemble produc-

tion versions of the Fu-

sion and Charger. 

 ñWe are keeping the 

wraps on the new car for now and 

will continue to prepare for next 

season by testing camouflaged 

vehicles,ò said Jim Campbell, 

veepee of performance vehicles 

and motorsports 

for Chevy.  ñWe 

know that Chevy 

fans are eager to 

see the new race 

car and we hope 

that the prospect 

of being able to 

own one just like 

it (hardly!) will make the wait a 

little more bearable.ò 

 One possibility for the new car 

is a revival of the Caprice name-

plate.  Chevy is using the Caprice 

name for a rear-drive police car 

that uses the same rear-drive Aus-

tralian platform used by the dis-

continued Pontiac G8.  That 

could lead to a civilian version of 

 The National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration is looking 

into complaints that ó11 Chevy 

Cruze sedans are prone to engine 

fires. 

 In the complaints, drivers said 

the fires began while the engine 

was running. 

 And, in an apparent fit of jeal-

ousy over all this attention, Chrys-

lerôs ó10 Jeep Wrangler is also 

being investigated for a similar 

problem.   

 Spokesmen for Chrysler and 

óGMCô said they were cooperat-

ing with the in-

vestigations. 

 Chevy will 

replace the Im-

pala in NASCAR 

with a new 

model that it also 

will sell to con-

sumers (doh!). 

 óGMCô said the NASCAR 

Sprint Cup Series race car and the 

showroom model will closely re-

semble each other and will debut 

in ó13 as a new nameplate in the 

Chevy lineup.  óGMCô said it will 

unveil the cars later this year. 

 In a statement, óGMCô said 

itôs taking advantage of new NAS-

CAR rules that allow automakers 

ôGovernment Motorsõ 

the Caprice (No!  Ya think?!).  

 Chevy currently races the Im-

pala in NASCARôs Sprint Cup 

and Nationwide series. 

 On the street, a redesigned Im-

pala sedan is scheduled to go on 

sale in early ó13 as a ó14 model. 

 The Impala has raced in NAS-

CARôs Sprint Cup series since 

ó07, when it replaced the Monte 

Carlo, a full-sized coupe.  Sorry, I 

donôt fancy a Caprice race car!  
 Looks as though the G6 Pro 

Stocks wonôt sweep the Pro Stock 

class this year as their early 3-0 

run would indicate.  Case in 

pointðat the NHRA race in Las 

Vegas at the end of March, the 

Avengers of Vincent Nobile and 

Allen Johnson took out the 

Anderson/Line Summit Racing 

G6 duo.  The semis saw, ironi-

cally enough, Erica Endersô 

óantiqueô Chevy Cobalt, and, 

ironically, Greg 

Stanfieldôs new 

Camaro.  Both 

went down to de-

feat  to the 

Dodges.  Allen 

Johnson eventu-

ally climbed to 

the top of the 

heap by beating 

Nobile.  They 

HAD Hemis!! p That ófunny carô Camaroôs rear quarters look more G6 than production Camaro!  
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manual transmissions, cool cans, 

and the electric water-pump fan. 

 Jenkins recorded Pro Stockôs 

first nine-second run, a 9.98, at the 

ó70 Winternationals to defeat the 

Sox & Martin Barracuda for 

NHRAôs first national event Pro 

 NHRA Pro Stock icon Bill 

óGrumpyô Jenkins, a master of 

the internal combustion engine 

and a legend among Chevy faith-

ful, died March 29.  He was 81. 

 Jenkins, voted No. 8 among 

NHRA drag racingôs greatest rac-

ers in a 2001 experts poll, scored 

just 13 NHRA national event wins 

but earned his well-deserved spot 

in drag racing's top 10 because no 

other individual has contributed 

more to the advancement of nor-

mally aspirated engines for drag 

racing competition than the legen-

dary óGrump.ô 

 Jenkins always took greater 

pride in his mechanical achieve-

ments than in his driving.  Among 

his innovations are drag racingôs 

first dry-sump oiling system, the 

first kickout oil pans and Pro 

Stock strut-style front suspension, 

and gas port pistons, slick-shift 

Stock title. 

 Bill Jenkinsô ó72 Vega revolu-

tionized the Pro Stock class.  

 More importantly, however, is 

that club Prez Lyle Willits has 

been in contact with óLittle 

Mikeyô Adams, who requested a 

vendor table for our show, and 

learned that Mike Adams died 4 

YEARS AGO.  Hard to believe, in 

this day of instant information, 

that this could slip through the 

cracks!  

 You will both be missed. p 

 In other words, theyôre both 

poor óol Chevy-powered wanna-

bes!  

 Go to the link and see for 

yourself (hopefully, it still works!)  

http://www.autoblog.com/2012/03

/22/which-batmobile-wins-this-

drag-race-1966-or-

1989/#continued. p 

with an alumi-

num intake 

manifold and 

not much else. 

 Meanwhile, 

the ó66 uses a 

C4 Corvette for 

its underpin-

nings, complete with a fuel-

injected small block of its own.  

The ó66 boasts an estimated 300-

325 horsepower while the ó89 

serves up a more modest 285 po-

nies.  Bets are made, flags are 

dropped and one vehicle stands 

above the other.  I wonôt spoil it 

for you. 

Batmobile Racing?!?  

 Which Batmobile wins this 

drag race, ó66 or ó89?  

 If thereôs one thing nerds love 

more than obscure factoids, itôs 

the thrill of a good argument. 

MSN has set out to settle one of 

comic bookdomôs quintessential 

questions by attempting to discern 

whether the ó89 Batmobile is 

quicker than its ó66 predecessor.  

While weôd love nothing better to 

see the atomic-powered sire do 

battle with its jet-powered off-

spring, we'll just have to make due 

with a couple of replicas.  In this 

case, the ó89 gets its power from a 

carbureted small block Chevy 

Condolences!  


