
2013  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

U    January 19th 

U    February 16th  

U    March 16th 

U    April 27th 

U    May 18th (?!) 

U    June 15th 

U     July 20th 

U     August 17th 

U    September 21st 

U    October 19th 

U    November 16th 

U    December 21st 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 This month was, for 

obvious reasons (a.k.a. 

NNL East!) a very low 

turnout.  

 NNL East was again, 

a very good show.  

 This month, Rich 

Wilson gives us a peek 

inside the reissue of the 

óChristineô Plymouth 

from AMT/Round2.   

Thanks, Rich.  

 Weôve got a óguest 

reviewô this month from 

Our MAMA NNL is History!  

MAMA Sez is the official monthly publication of the Maryland Automotive Modelers Association.  Articles as attributed by 

author and source, and may be reprinted with proper credit given.  Opinions expressed are those of nobody of any importance.  

Any correspondence or contributions should be sent to:  Timothy Sickle, 15905 Ark Court, Bowie, Maryland 20716.  
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MAMA Sez!  

Chuck Hermann of the 

GTR Auto Modelers out 

of Chicago. Chuck 

enlightens us 

about the Revell 

Miami Vice 

óDaytona Spyderô 

reissue. Thanks, 

Chuck!  

 The Pontiac 

Parade was pre-

sent and accounted for, 

with a few more Pon-

chos.   

 The raffle raised 

$26.00 (!) , while the 

door kicked in 

an additional 

$30.00 (!) .  
 Thanks to the 

raffle donors: 

Brad, Bob Foster, 

Matt Guilfoyle, 

Ron Hamilton, 

J.C. Reckner, and Repli-

cas and Miniatures 

Company of Maryland. 

Tanks again, guys! p 

windows. Dean 

was the subject 

of many custom 

paint and pinstripe arti-

cles during the ó50s, 

seeming to be attached to 

everything that was Cali-

fornia Cool culture; from 

painting ñLittle Bastardò 

on the Porsche Spyder 

James Dean would lose 

his life in, to repainting 

over and over Carroll 

Shelbyôs only Cobra pro-

totype to give the impres-

sion Carroll had built a 

fleet of them. Later he 

took car customizing to 

new heights with his 

Manta Ray, based on a 

Maserati Grand Prix 

 Legendary custom 

car builder, painter, and 
stuntman Dean Jeffries 

passed away on May 7th. 

He was 80 years old.  

 He was a ó50s cultur-

al icon, contributing to 

the teen culture of the 

ó50s through his paint 

and pinstripingðfirst 

working with George and 

Sam Barris in Lyn-

woodðwhere he was 

born in ó33, but also 

through images he creat-

ed that became mass art 

for teen book covers, 

locker doors, and car 

racecar. Once the world 

got an eyeful, exposing 

what his custom capabili-

ties were, he was build-

ing elaborate custom ve-

hicles for the car manu-

facturers, TV and film, 

including the Monkee-

mobile for the TV show, 

and the Green Hornetôs 

ñBlack Beauty.ò Since 

he built some of the cars 

used in numerous movies 

and TV, he also became 

a de-facto stuntman. Also 

during the height of his 

TV/movie car period he 

reinterpreted the dune 

buggy with his Kyote 

fiberglass kits. 

 Godspeed, Dean. p 

Condolences!  

http://www.hotrod.com/project_cars/
http://www.hotrod.com/wallpapers/muscle_car_hot_rod_desktops/
http://www.hotrod.com/thehistoryof/hdrp_0610_top_car_movies/viewall.html
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Fury was availa-

ble ONLY in 

beige with gold 

side trim and the 

Fury was not 

available as a 4-

door in 1958. 

And the Chrysler 

corp. transmis-

sion was a push 

button torque-

flite. 

 When this kit 

was first issued, I 

didnôt get one because of the 

above confusion and because of 

the question of the side spear 

straightness. Nothing has changed, 

been added or eliminated. At that 

time, I checked out pictures of ó58 

Plymouths, and from what I could 

see, the side spears on the model 

match those on the real car. They 

arenôt straight as you and I would 

want them, but thatôs the way 

Plymouth made them. 

 The next question I had was 

the engine in the kit. Itôs what is 

called a ñBò series engine family. 

Over the years, it has been availa-

ble in sizes from 350, 361, 372, 

383, 426, and 440 displacements. 

Some of these engines are well 

known for their performance. The 

350 is the one in this kit and was 

known as the ñGolden Comman-

do.ò It was the top engine offered 

for the ó58 Plymouth, but it only 

came with two 4-barrel carbure-

tors. The other engines offered 

were either the polyspherical en-

gine or the flathead straight 6. 

 Personally, I would have pre-

ferred the kit to have the poly-

spherical engine. 

 This is the first reissue of this 

kit and until now, I was very con-

fused as to whether this kit was 

accurate or not. First of all, recent-

ly, it was cast in red plastic which 

by now the ñLittle Threeò should 

know how much we builders 

HATE that. Then a week later, it 

was issued in white plastic; 

thanks. Second, if you look at the 

box, the only difference is a stick-

er that proclaims the color of the 

plastic. But what you may not no-

tice right away is the lack of iden-

tification of the car. A careful 

search will find ñ1958 Plymouthò 

and ñChristine.ò But Plymouth 

what?? Most of us, myself includ-

ed, would call it a Fury, but thatôs 

wrong. Yeah, yeah, I know you 

think Iôm full of ñit.ò BUT I asked 

our resident expert, Ron Hamil-

ton, and did an extensive Google 

search. And guess what, I was still 

confused! But between Ron and 

an internet page I found, I think I 

finally have it straight!! 

 The kit as shown on the box is 

a Belvedere, period. Most of the 

confusion can be blamed on Ste-

ven King, the booksô writer. Heôs 

obviously not a car guy like us. 

He started writing the story some-

thing like 20 years before the 

movie came out in ó82. He only 

wrote the center portion of the sto-

ry at that time. He wanted a red/

white car and he choose the name 

ñFuryò because of its ô evil conno-

tation. His story (in the book) is 

about a four-door car with a col-

umn shift hydramatic automatic 

transmission. By now, the Mopar 

fans out there can see several mis-

takes. The biggest is that the ô58 

Confusing: Round 2 ôChristineõ Plymouth 

 Itôs never been done in scale 

and is the one you usually find in 

ó57-ó59 Plymouths. Itsô gotten a 

bad rap over the years. It was in-

tended to be a cheaper lightweight 

replacement for the ñearlyò hemi. 

Do a Google search for this en-

gine family; itôs very interesting. 

 For something different, you 

could take the engine from the ó41 

Plymouth kit and put it in this 

kitðmaybe with some rust holes. 

Or if you can find some ñFuryò 

scripts, with a little work build an 

accurate ó58 Fury. The decals (see 

side of box) are just dumb and 

useless. The last question is: does 

the new decal sheet make this a 

modified re-issue?  

  

by: Rich Wilson  p 
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 Revell #85-4917, 1/24th scale 

(by Chuck Herrmann, GTR Auto 

Modelers) 

 Subject: Miami Vice was an 

American television crime drama 

series airing on NBC from 1984-

1989. The series starred Don 

Johnson and Philip Michael 

Thomas as James óSonnyô Crock-

ett and Ricardo óRicoô Tubbs re-

spectively, two Metro-Dade Po-

lice Department detectives work-

ing undercover in Miami. Unlike 

standard police procedurals, the 

show drew heavily upon 1980s 

New Wave culture and music. The 

show became noted for its heavy 

integration of music and visual 

effects to tell a story. It is recog-

nized as one of the most influen-

tial television series of all time. In 

additions to reruns there was a 

new movie loosely based on the 

series in 2006. 

 Sonny was an undercover de-

tective who needed to establish a 

cover to infiltrate the Miami drug 

gangs, so he needed lots of bling. 

This included his wheels. In the 

series he drove two cars, a Dayto-

na Spyder and then a Ferrari Testa 

Rossa. During the first two sea-

sons and two episodes of the third 

season, Detective Sonny Crockett 

drove a black 1972 ñFerrariò Day-

tona Spyder 365 GTS/4. Actually, 

the car was not a Ferrari, but a kit 

replica based on a 1980 Chevrolet 

Corvette C3 chassis fitted with 

Ferrari-shaped body panels. Once 

the car gained notoriety, Enzo 

Ferrari filed a lawsuit demanding 

that several companies cease pro-

ducing and selling Ferrari replicas, 

because they were taking his name 

and styling. As a result, the vehi-

cle lasted until season 3, at which 

point it was blown to pieces in the 

season three premiere episode. 

 The fake Ferraris were re-

moved from the show, with Ferra-

ri donating two brand new 

1986 Testarossas as re-

placements. When Ferrari 

saw the black óDaytona,ô he 

was convinced that it did 

not stand out in the night-

time scenes very well; thus, 

the new Miami Vice car was 

produced in white. Ferrari 

continued this color in pro-

duction for the Testarossa 

only. (why use a kit car for 

the show? Only 122 real 

Daytona Spyders were built, 

so they were too rare and 

expensive to beat up shoot-

ing a TV series). 

 Kit History: Monogram 

issued kits of both cars 

while the show was origi-

nally on. The original box 

art is below. Revell did reissues in 

2006, no doubt to cash in on the 

new movie. And now in 2013, we 

get the Daytona Spyder again. 

 The Build: My kit example is 

(Continued on page 10) 

Miami Vice Daytona Spyder  
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tential headlamp failures 

on the sixth-gen Corvette. 

 NHTSA has received 

30 consumer reports that 

both low beam headlights 

will shut off while driving 

at night, without warning. 

 The investigation im-

pacts about 103,000 cop-

ies of the 2005-ó07 Cor-

vette and Z06 models. 

 Some complaints claim the 

lighting failure is intermittent, and 

others say the lights turn back on 

after a period of time, typically 

after the car has been parked. 

 There have been no crashes or 

injuries reported because of the 

potential defect, but in one of the 

30 reports, a driver told NHTSA 

he ran over a discarded tire while 

attempting to pull off the road. 

 óGMCô spokesman Alan Adler 

said the company is cooperating 

with the investigation. 

 Once the investigation is com-

plete, NHTSA will determine if a 

recall is necessary. 

 In what appears to be a case of 

óGear Envy,ô VW is developing a 

10-speed transmission.  

 Prof. Dr. Martin Winterkorn, 

Chairman of the Board of Man-

agement of Volkswagen AG gave 

no time frame for the new tech-

nology. 

 Automakers and 

suppliers have increased 

development into multi-

speed transmissions as 

regulators in the EU and 

the US call for greater 

fuel economy from new 

vehicles. 

 Ford and óGMCô are 

 Federal safety regulators are 

looking at three óGMCô vehicles 

for potential brake light defects 

that could result in a recall of a 

million+ midsize vehicles. 

 A National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration spokesman 

recently said the recall could af-

fect 2004-11 Chevy Malibus and 

2007-09 Saturn Auras, alleging 

that the brake lights do not operate 

properly on those model years. 

 Also, in February, federal 

safety officials told Automotive 

News they were investigating an 

estimated 550,000 Pontiac G6s 

because of possible brake light 

malfunctions that could increase 

the chances of an accident. 

 NHTSA said it had received 

212 consumer complaints con-

cerning brake light problems on 

2005-09 model G6s. 

 The Malibu and Aura share 

many parts with the G6, but itôs 

unclear whether all three vehicles 

use the same brake lights or 

brake-light components. 

 ñThe agency is investigating 

97 complaints from different Mal-

ibu and Aura owners,ò a NHTSA 

spokesman said. 

 According to NHTSA docu-

ments, consumers said the brake 

lights on the vehicles illuminate 

when the brake pedal has not been 

pressed or do not light up when 

the pedal has been depressed. 

 ñWe are continuing to cooper-

ate with the NHTSA and will re-

spond to the agency's questions,ò 

a óGMCô spokesman said. ñIt is 

premature to discuss a recall.ò 

 Meanwhile, the Feds have 

launched an investigation into po-

ôGov-a-mint Motorsõ 

collaborating on 9- and 10-speed 

autoboxes for use in rear-wheel-

drive and front-wheel-drive appli-

cations in cars, SUVs and trucks. 

The automakers already have a 

jointly developed 6-speed trans-

mission. 

 Land Rover will introduce a 

nine-speed automatic in the Range 

Rover Evoque later this year. ZF 

Friedrichshafen developed the 

transmission for front-drive, trans-

verse applications. As well being 

good for economy, the transmis-

sion has a low first gear to help 

with towing. ñIt works well in 

place of a low-ratio gearbox,ò 

Craig Carter, vehicle engineering 

manager at Land Rover, told Au-

tomotive News Europe recently. 

 The same transmission will 

also be fitted to the new Jeep 

Cherokee. Jeep parent Chrysler 

will build the transmission at its 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130415/carnews/130419905
http://www.nhtsa.gov/
http://www.nhtsa.gov/
http://www.autoweek.com/section/malibu&template=newcar&make=Chevrolet
http://www.autonews.com/
http://www.autonews.com/
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130415/carnews/130419905
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130415/carnews/130419905
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way is cur-

rently taking 

orders for the 

vehicle at a 

price near 

$15,000 on 

top of the cost 

of a C7 Cor-

vette. If pro-

duced, it would hit the streets at 

about the same time as the new 

Stingray. 

 In its release, Callaway says 

the car will top 200 mph. The 

carôs body will be manufactured 

using resin-transfer molding, 

which produces carbon parts in 

one step. 

 If interested, go to calla-

waycars.com and say so, your 

vote counts.  

 According to a recent arti-

cle in The Washington Times,  

our ôillustriousõ Treasury De-

partment is planning to stick 

it to EVERY US taxpayer 

very shortly. How? They are 

preparing to sell the remain-

der of the stock the govern-

ment holds in ôGMCõ for what 

could be a HUGE LOSS .  

 With stock prices at 

$31.83 per share in early 

May, the government would 

make about $7.7 billion . 

Sounds good, right? Well, at 

that rate, their take would 

translate into a NET LOSS 

of more than $11 BILLION!!!   

 ôGMCõ stock would have to 

climb above $50 per share 

for taxpayers (a.k.a. US !) to 

break even. Youõre supposed 

to buy LOW and sell HIGH!  
 Chinese Caddys?! óGMC,ô the 

largest foreign automaker in Chi-

na, said it won regulatory approv-

Kokomo, Indiana, factory. 

 Hyundai Motors is working on 

a 10-speed transmission for luxury 

models for Hyundai and Kia with 

a launch date of 2014. How many 

speeds are enough?! 
 To no oneôs great surprise, the 

pace car for the Indy 500 was an-

nounced, and this year, ñThe 

Greatest Spectacle in Racingò will 

be paced by the ó14 Stingray. 

 This will mark the 12th time a 

Corvette has served as the pace 

car. ñIt is an honor to help inaugu-

rate the all-new Corvette Stingray 

at the hallowed Brickyard and fur-

ther the legacy between Chevy 

and the Indy 500,ò said Jim 

Campbell, óGMCô vice president 

of performance vehicles and mo-

torsports. ñThe 2014 Corvette 

Stingrayôs performance was influ-

enced by racing, making this pres-

tigious assignment even more fit-

ting.ò Along with Chevyôs return 

in ó12 as an IndyCar engine sup-

plier, the Stingray pace car ex-

tends a legacy at the Brickyard 

that dates to the racetrackôs early 

days. ñChevrolet is a great partner 

of the Speedway,ò said Jeff 

Belskus, Indianapolis Motor 

Speedway Corporation president 

and chief executive officer. ñThat 

connection is heightened this year 

with the next-gen Corvette in front 

of a very talented field of racers.ò 

Wonder how much it cost 

óGMCô? 

 Corvette STATION WAG-

ON?!? The Callaway AeroWagon 

is a shooting-brake-style vehicle 

based on the C7 Stingray. The 

company says it will produce the 

car if demand is sufficient. Calla-

(Continued from page 4) 

ôGovõt (contd) 

al to build a 

Cadillac fac-

tory to boost 

sales of luxu-

ry vehicles in 

the worldôs 

biggest auto-

mobile mar-

ket. 

 The National Development 

and Reform Commission has 

signed off on the plant, which will 

be located in Shanghaiôs Jinqiao 

zone, with construction beginning 

in June, Dayna Hart, a óGMCô 

spokeswoman, said. Investments 

will total at least $1.3 billion dol-

lars and annual production capaci-

ty will be 150,000 units, she said. 

 The plant would allow óGMCô 

to avoid paying Chinaôs 25 per-

cent import tariff as it seeks to 

bolster Cadillac sales in the coun-

try. The move is part of óGMCôsô 

plan for the luxury brand to com-

pete with BMW and Audi. 

 óGMCô sold only 30,010 Ca-

dillacs in China last year, trailing 

Audiôs 405,838, BMWôs 327,341 

and Daimler AGôs Mercedes-Benz 

at 196,211 units, according to 

company figures. óGMCô discon-

tinued production of the Cadillac 

SLS in China after the model was 

replaced by the XTS.  

 After decades of slogans like 

ñSee the USA in Your Chevroletò 
and ñBaseball, Hot Dogs, Apple 

Pie and Chevrolet,ò óGMCô has 

retreated from its overtly patriotic 

marketing approach since emerg-

ing from government-funded 

bankruptcy. They now seem intent 

on taking their money overseas, to 

China. Just wait ôtil new Chevies 

and Cadillacs show up here in 

the US with ñMade in Chinaò 

labels on them!!  p 

http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130118/CARNEWS/130119825
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130118/CARNEWS/130119825
http://www.callawaycars.com/
http://www.callawaycars.com/
http://www.autoweek.com/section/IndyCar
http://www.autoweek.com/section/corvette
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130429/CARNEWS/130429815
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130113/detroit/130119927
http://online.wsj.com/public/quotes/main.html?type=djn&symbol=GM
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This ôn That  
available. The company will re-

place the bracket free of charge. 

Owners can contact NHTSA at 

888-327-4236, or Hyundaiôs cus-

tomer service line at 800-633-

5151. In a separate filing recently, 

Hyundai and Kia recalled about 

1.7 million cars to replace a faulty 

switch that can prevent brake 

lights from illuminating. Hyundai 

says the bad switch also affects 

the cruise control and prevents the 

car from shifting out of park. The 

Hyundai vehicles affected in that 

recall include the 2007-2009 Ac-

cent and Tucson, the 2007-2010 

Elantra, 2007-2011 Santa Fe, the 

2008-2009 Veracruz, 2010-2011 

Genesis coupe and the 2011 Sona-

ta. Kia vehicles recalled are the 

2007-2010 Rondo and Sportage, 

2007-2011 Soul and 2011 Optima. 

Owners will be contacted in 

JuneéShelby PICKUP?!? Shel-

by Americanôs customized ver-

sion of the Ford F-150 SVT Rap-

tor is seeing monster demand. 

Shelby revealed the 575-hp truck 

in March at the New York auto 

show, with plans to make 100 

units per year. Now, after a strong 

reaction from the event, Shelby 

will offer 500 copies annually. 

The upgrades cost $17,995 plus 

the cost of the óbaseô Raptor. Shel-

by adds a supercharger, intercool-

er and exhaust upgrades, and the 

trucks are placed on the óofficialô 

Shelby registry. Specific tires, 

light bars and suspension 

enhancements are part of 

the option list. The Baja-

bred Raptor makes 411 hp 

from a 6.2-liter V8 from 

the factoryéUnplugged 

Electric?! Electric-car 

startup Coda Holdings 

Inc. filed for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy recently after produc-

ing just 100 of its EV sedans, ac-

cording to a report from Reuters. 

Coda filed with U.S. Bankruptcy 

court in Delaware, starting a pro-

cess that will allow the company 

to emerge from bankruptcy and 

refocus on energy storage. Coda 

said that the company can use the 

same technology in the EV sedan 

to build systems to store power. 

The news follows fellow Califor-

nia-based automaker and EV 

startup Fisker Automotiveôs re-

cent bankruptcy filing. The Coda 

is a four-door, five-seat sedan 

powered by a 31-kilowatt-hour 

lithium-ion phosphate battery with 

up to a 125-mile range. Its base 

price was set at $37,250, and sales 

were limited to CaliforniaéBMW 

Drifter. The Guinness Book of 

World Records has the longest 

drift set at an amazing 19,035 

feet, or about 3.5 MILES. It was 

set in China in 2011. On May 

11th, Johan Schwartz, BMW Per-

formance Driving instructor work-

ing in Greer, S.C., aims to bring 

(Continued on page 7) 

New Stuff! Revell had a 

óFacebook Revealô on May 3rd of 

some of their new, near-term re-

leases. They include but are not 

limited to the following: ó50 Olds 

custom (surprised?!?), ó53 Chevy 

sedan delivery, ó67 Corvette con-

vertible, ó69 Shelby GT500 con-

vertible, Fireball Robertsô ó57 

Ford, a ó62 Corvette gasser (D & 

M?), a new tool of a slingshot 

dragster, Rat Fink w/a cardboard 

diorama, Dave Dealsô 

óGlitterbugô VW, a Peterbilt 359 

wrecker, ó37 Ford street rod, 60s 

VW Beetle Type 1, ó78 Indy pace 

car Corvette, a Snaptite New Bee-

tle, Tom Daniels óPaddywagonô 

with figures, Lil Coffin, a Ken-

worth W-900 SSP (1/16th scale), 

and a Chip Foose ó69 Camaro 

(1/12th scale). No PontiacsðIôm 

good!éChink in the Armor?! 

Hyundai is recalling 186,254 

Elantras from model years 2011-

2013 to replace a support bracket 

on the headliner. Hyundai says the 

bracket can be dislodged during a 

side-curtain-airbag deployment 

and could injure the driver. In a 

crash in May, an occupantôs ear 

was cut when the driverôs side 

curtain airbag deployed. NHTSA 

opened a preliminary investigation 

in June. No other injuries have 

been reported. Hyundai will notify 

dealers and owners before May, 

when the replacement part will be 

http://www.autoweek.com/article/20120327/CARREVIEWS/120329855
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20120503/CARREVIEWS/120509957
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20120503/CARREVIEWS/120509957
http://www.autoweek.com/section/Ford&template=newcars
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20120511/CARNEWS03/120519940
http://www.autoweek.com/new-york-auto-show
http://www.autoweek.com/new-york-auto-show
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130311/CARNEWS/130319969
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130208/carreviews/130209775
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20130208/carreviews/130209775
http://www.autonews.com/article/20130501/COPY01/305019981/ev-maker-coda-files-for-bankruptcy#axzz2S38QfJd1
http://www.autonews.com/article/20130501/COPY01/305019981/ev-maker-coda-files-for-bankruptcy#axzz2S38QfJd1
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20120626/carreviews/120629868
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who may make the track private. 

Mike Frison, a vocal supporter of 

the óRing, has launched savether-

ing.org and maintains a Facebook 

page and Twitter account dedicat-

ed to the track. He recently did an 

interview on bridgetogantry.com 

explaining why heôs nervous 

about the possible sale. ñThe high-

est bidder buys the óRing and 

maximizes his profits to justify the 

investment. Grassroots mo-

torsport will disappear (itôs 

not earning real money) as 

well as local companies. 

Their services will be routed 

through the new óRing own-

erôs monopoly,ò Frison told 

bridgetogantry.com. ñWe 

have seen clear tendency of 

that in the Richter/Lindner 

era over the 

last two years. 

Accessibility 

and track time 

will only be a 

question of 

money. All 

events we 

know today 

are at risk, es-

pecially the 

tourist drives, 

which are an 

old dinosaur 

the record back to the US. He will 

use a stock BMW M5 for the 

stunt. Itôs the same one he uses to 

teach students how to drive both 

defensively, and aggressively. The 

M5ôs 560-hp, twin-turboôed V8 

and rear-wheel drive chassis 

wonôt hurt either. The record at-

tempt is benefiting the BMW Pro-

Am charity, and fans can go to the 

BMW Performance Center site to 

help raise money. Per-lap sponsor-

ship is available, as is signage on 

the car or guessing how long he 

can really goéRace Track For 

Sale?! The legendary N¿r-

burgring in Germany is up for 

sale. The complex could be bro-

ken into pieces or sold as a single 

entity. Jens Lieser, a state-

appointed liquidator, recently con-

firmed the sale. The North Loop 

(Nordshcleife) was built in the 

1920s around the village of N¿r-

burg in the Eifel Mountains. The 

track eventually featured four con-

figurations including the 17.5-

mile Gesamtstrecke (Whole 

Course), the 12.9-mile 

Nordschleife, the S¿dschleife 

(South Loop) and the Zielschleife 

(Finish Loop). A new grand prix 

circuit was added in ó82; it is now 

used for all major events at the 

track. In addition to the circuit, the 

complex now includes hotels, 

amusement rides, restaurants and 

other exhibits attracting thousands 

of tourists per year. Initially there 

were about 50 buyers interested in 

the track at a selling price of $161 

million, but now there are only 

between five and 10. Lieser as-

sured the public that none of the 

buyers are ñoligarchs or sheiksò 

(Continued from page 6) 
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from the past. From day one to 

be precise, and it would be such 

a loss. You couldnôt blame a 

private host to turn away from 

that, but for the atmosphere and 

the region it would be a disas-

ter.ò Check out the rest of the 

interview at bridgetogan-

try.com. On March 19th, a ñYes 

to the N¿rburgringò parade and 

protest headed from N¿rburg to 

Mainz, the state capital of 

Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany, 

where the óRing is located. Ac-

cording to the Facebook invite, 

more than 500 people are going 

already, with more than 4,500 yet 

to respond (Thanks to 

autoweek.com, and other Internet 

sources for this insanity! Ya just 

canôt make some of it up!! Thanks 

also to those of you in the Peanut 

Gallery who have helped me 

entertain yôall by sending stuffðI 

ópreciate it!) p 

Dean Jeffrries:  
1933ð2013 
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