
2014 Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 18th 

UFebruary 15th 

UMarch 15th 

UApril 19th (3rd Sat!) 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 21st 

UJuly 19th 

UAugust 16th 

USeptember 20th 

UOctober 18th 

UNovember 15th 

UDecember 20th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Again, beinô MIA 

last month, I donôt have a 

freakinô clue what hap-

pened! Thanks, Matt! 

 As you read this, an 

auction should be com-

mencing of MAMA 

member Tom McFirenôs 

40-year toy collection 

(due to illness).  

 This month, Rich 

Wilson peeks at the Rev-

ell ó57 Chevy convert, 

while Pat Crittenden 

Happy Anniversary To Us!  
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builds the vintage Gas 

Rhonda Longnose Mus-

tang. Thanks, guys!  
 The Pontiac Parade 

was MIA, since Nick and 

I were. 

 The raffle raised 

$80.00, while the door 

kicked in an additional 

$79.10, meaninô we 

NEARLY made the rent.  

 Thanks to the raffle 

donors: Brad, Mike Cos-

tic, Mike Dulaney, Matt 

MAMA Sez!  

 It is hard, if not im-

possible to find photos of 

John Farkonas on the 

internet. He was not a 

glory hound or a guy 

who wanted anything 

more than to put his con-

siderable mental talents 

to work making one of 

the best funny cars in the 

world go ever faster. The 

legendary owner and 

ñchief engineerò of the 

famed Chi-Town Hustler 

funny car recently 

passed away. 

 The team of Farko-

nas-Coil-Minick 
rode roughshod 

over much of the 

funny car landscape in 

match races from coast to 

coast and north to south 

through the 60s and into 

the 70s. Proving that they 

werenôt just talented drag 

racing pickpockets that 

could run good in match 

racing situations, the 

guys brought in Frank 

Hawley and won the 

NHRA championship 

twice in the 80s, just be-

cause. While the third 

name on the side of the 

car changed, the first two 

did not and that duo was 

the major reason that the 

Hustler was so success-

ful. Farkonas had degrees 

in mechanical and indus-

trial engineering so if 

Coil was the talented 

chef that baked up the 

pies and cooked the 

roast, it was Farkonas 

who grew the vegetables 

and raised the beef. Far-

konas was inducted into 

the drag racing hall of 

fame in 1997 and that 

was a fitting honor for a 

man who had achieved 

so much in the sport of 

drag racing and kind of 

faded off into the vapors 

(Continued on page 11) 

Condolences  

Guilfoyle, Rich Meany, 

JC Reckner, Rex 

Turner, Lyle Willits, 

Bradleyôs Car Collecti-

bles, Replicas & Minia-

tures Company of MD. 

Thanks also for helpinô 

with chair stowage after 

the meetingðwe 

ópreciate it! p 
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 I can remember when the 

Beach Boys first hit the scene 

there was a kit of a ó57 Chevy 

hardtop, but in all the time since, 

there has never been a convertible 

kit offered. Nothing against Rev-

ell, but it seems like a óno brain-

er,ô given the popularity of the 

ó57. Iôve never been a fan of the 

tri-five Chevies, but the 150 Black 

Widow that this is based on was a 

fantastic kit as far as scale fidelity 

goes. This kit builds on that with 

only a couple of very minor hic-

cups. Itôs a shame that Revell did-

nôt include the stock rear bumper 

and the Rochester fuel injection 

unit, but they are available in the 

Black Widow kit if you can find 

one. A really óhotô looking cruzer 

could be built by removing the 

ógun sitesô and most of the other 

gaudy chrome, lowering the sus-

pension and adding more modern 

wheels and tires. Thereôs a lot of 

possibilities in this kit.  

 As for the extremely minor 

óhiccups,ô one is in the door top 

edge. Check out the picture in-

cluded here. The driversô door has 

been corrected but not the passen-

ger door. Site across and you can 

see the difference. Itôs not very 

much. Revell obviously cut the 

roof off the Black Widow, but 

missed the door top correction. I 

did a Google search and found a 

couple of pics of side shots that 

show this. I highly recommend 

you do a similar search before you 

go off half-cocked like some so 

called know-it-alls. Search for ó57 

convertibles and then 150 sedans 

as well. You will see the door tops 

of the 150 were straight and NOT 

ô57 Bel Air Drop Top 

sloped. The con-

vertible was 

based on the Bel 

Air not the 

150/210. The 

doors on the 

150/210s were 

framed, unlike 

the frameless 

ones of the Bel 

Air. If you are 

of the extremely anal bent (bad 

pun) youôll want to correct this, 

but itsô only a matter of about 

twenty thousandths of an inch 

(.020ò). And before you go ahead 

with the correction, check a piece 

of Evergreen plastic to see the 

amount weôre talking about here. 

The other is the top of the wind-

shield frame above the vent win-

dow where it meets the soft top. It 

needs to curve forward ever so 

slightly more than it is. Itôs so 

small that itôs not worth trying to 

correct given the fact that the 

builder would need to change both 

the glass and the up top. After all 

this is supposed to be a fun hobby 

not a tedious one. 

 Engine: If 35 pieces seems 

like a lot itôs because there are two 

different ways to build it. There is 

the twin four barrel carbs with the 

óbatwingô air cleaner or a single 

four barrel carb and what I believe 

is a stock air cleaner (it may be a 

ó55-ó56 unit). The instructions call 

it the custom option. What they 

donôt tell you is there is another 

engine block with the 3-speed 

manual transmission. The first en-

gine block has the two-speed 

Powerglide tranny. Itôs not obvi-

ous right away, but this and the 

Black Widow kits are related to 

the ó55 and ó56 Chevies of past 

years. The exhaust manifolds from 

those earlier kits of the first-gen 

small block are still in this kit. 

The water pump, fuel pump, coil, 

distributor, oil filter, starter, and 

oil filler tube are all individual 

pieces. Even in stock from, it will 

build into probably the best small 

block weôve ever gotten. Again, 

itôs a shame Revell didnôt include 

the FI unit.  

 Chassis: Itôs the same very 

accurate chassis we got before 

with the floorboard cast with the 

chassis rails. It has a six-piece 

front suspension and six-piece 

rear suspension as well. There is 

the dual exhaust system, gas tank/

spare tire well, and two-piece X-

member needed for extra strength 

for the convertible body.  

 Tires/wheels: They are correct 

87 series tires with plastic white 

wall inserts and full wheel covers. 

Donôt forget to paint the edge of 

the covers to match the steel 

wheel color. The six lug steelies 

from the Black Widow are includ-

ed but not mentioned. They snap 

on to the axles the way Revell 

used to do. Remember the original 

(Continued on page 8) 
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meet up with hole in blower. 

 Chassis: Consisting of seven 

pieces by itself, the final unit con-

sists of 30 pieces. This includes 

the front and rear suspensions. 

This is also where the kit exhibits 

even more flaws. The first being 

the fact that there are no locating 

points for the rear end sway bars 

and the engine mounts. Another 

glaring problem here is the fact 

that the front radius rodsô bat 

wings donôt meet up with front 

axle. My fix for this was to build a 

little bridge of glue between the 

two with a toothpick. Then I 

touched this up with Testorôs 

(Continued on page 9) 

a ı inch too long, causing the 

front wheels to pop out past the 

fender wells. My fix for this was 

to razor saw them down. This 

somewhat fixed the problem. The 

other problem with these is 

theyôre just to bulky and just donôt 

look correct. The back wheels are 

a little better, but not much. The 

back tires can be reversed to be 

either ñGoodYearò or ñM ón Hò 

slicks, and have a neat tread mold-

ed in. The dust caps on the rear 

rims were a nice touch too. All 

together, the whole wheel/tire as-

sembly consists of 16 pieces. 

 Engine: This 25 piece unit 

was, as I said, partially assembled 

and painted Testorôs red. This 

made touch up easy, so I kept the 

paintwork. I painted the transmis-

sion silver, and after I painted the 

rest of the components that needed 

it, I finished the build. No extra 

detail was done to this unit, and 

Iôll explain later about thatéP.S. 

Another problem I encountered 

during building the motor is that 

the idler pulley bracket does not 

 Current Information: AMT 

Gas Rhonda Long Nose Mustang, 

Kit # T307200, 104 parts, molded 

in white, chrome and vinyl; 

MSRP $200  

 

 Retro Information: Original 

manufactured year: 1969 

 Price for original: $2 

 

 Pros: A chance to finally 

build one. Nice box art. 

 Cons: Fit of parts, and lack of 

locator holes and tabs. Glass in kit 

per design and transmission 

mount too thin. Front wheels to 

bulky. 

 

 Hey Gang, 

 

 Back again. This month Iôm 

back to my óold kitô building ways 

and my current build is just that. 

Iôm talking about the old AMT 

Gas Rhonda Long Nose Mustang. 

My example came to me through 

my good friend Rich Meany and it 

needed some work. First off, the 

chassis, roll cage, interior tins and 

body were all painted. 

 I kept the paintwork on the 

chassis, roll cage and interior tins. 

However, I had to strip the body 

in Purple Power for a day and the 

old silver blue Testors enamel fell 

right off. Awesome! The engine 

was also partially assembled and 

painted, and I kept that as well. 

This project is what I called Res-

toration/Finish build. But anyway, 

letôs get down to what makes this 

old kit tick. 

 Wheels/Tires: This is where 

this is one big flaw in this kit. The 

axle stubs on the front wheels are 

Retro Corner  
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are waging a heated bat-

tle. Audi has leveraged 

the launch of the A3 and 

an ad campaign featuring 

comedian Ricky Gervais 

to grow the German 

brandôs overall sales. 

 In fact, Audi has now 

passed Cadillac to be-

come the fourth largest 

luxury brand in the U.S. 

 The recall juggernaut rolls 

on, as óGMCô knew of ignition 

switch problems with 6.7 million 

midsize and large cars for 11 

years, yet it failed to warn cus-

tomers with a recall until last 

month, per documents posted by 

federal safety regulators. 

 The recently released docu-

ments show yet again that the De-

troit auto giant was slow to correct 

safety problems on its older mod-

els. And it exposes an all-too-

familiar pattern of ignition switch 

troubles in millions of vehicles, 

some dating to 1997. So far this 

year óGMCô has issued recalls 

covering 29 million vehicles, 17 

million for ignition problems. 

 In most cases, the ignition 

switches can slip out of the órunô 

position, shutting down the engine 

and knocking out power steering 

and brakes. Drivers can lose con-

trol of their cars, and if they crash, 

the air bags wonôt work. The list 

of recalls includes 2.6 million old-

er small cars with faulty switches 

that óGMCô has blamed for at 

least 13 deaths. 

 óGMCô recalled the midsize 

and large cars on June 26 as part 

of a top-to-bottom corporate re-

view of safety issues. It includes 

 Donôt tell Caddy dealers this is 

one of the best years ever for lux-

ury auto sales.  

 Mercedes, BMW, Lexus and 

Audi are ALL outpacing the over-

all growth in auto sales, but Cadil-

lac has the dubious distinction of 

being the only mass market luxury 

auto brand where sales are DOWN 

in the first half of 2014. 

 In particular, Audi and M-B 

are thriving in the entry level mar-

ket where the Audi A3 and Mer-

cedes CLA class have done well 

in the first half of this year. By 

comparison, the Cadillac ATS, 

which has outsold the A3 and 

CLA individually this year, has 

seen sales slump 21.8 percent, 

according to the research firm Au-

todata. 

 Here are a few reasons why 

other luxury brands are driving 

past Cadillac for US sales. 

 A year ago, the ATS was the 

engine driving Cadillac sales up 

22 percent. It also had far less 

competition. 

 At the halfway mark of 2014, 

the Audi A3 and the Mercedes 

CLA Class have combined to out-

sell the ATS. 

 Some of that may be due to 

CTS customers coming off their 

leases and deciding they donôt 

want to pay more to renew it. 

 ñPeople are coming off CTS 

leases and the new CTS is more 

expensive so theyôre moving on or 

deciding they donôt want the ATS 

which is a smaller car,ò said Sulli-

van. 

 The entry level cars are not the 

most lucrative luxury models, but 

itôs the segment where automakers 

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

the 2000-05 Impala and Monte 

Carlo, the 1997-2005 Malibu, the 

1999-2004 Alero, the 1998-2002 

Intrigue, the 1999-2005 Grand 

Am and the 2004-08 Grand Prix. 

All have the same switches. 

 The switches can unexpected-

ly shut off the carôs engine if a 

driver has a lot of weight on the 

key ring and hits a bump, the 

company says. óGMCô says two 

fatal crashes that killed three peo-

ple could be linked to the prob-

lem. 

 In a chronology filed with 

NHTSA, óGMCô said a Michigan 

dealership reported a 2003 com-

plaint from a customer about a 

Grand Am stalling. The customer 

had about 50 keys and a set of 

brass knuckles on his ring. 

óGMCô officials saw the customer 

demonstrate the engine stall by 

going over a speed bump, and it 

told dealers in a voice mail about 

the problem. óGMCô also issued a 

service bulletin to dealers warning 

of the problem, but it didnôt recall 

the cars at that time. 

 Later that year, óGMCô 

changed the switch to make it 

harder to turn on the Malibu, 

Grand Am and Alero, but still did 

not issue a recall. Then, in 2004, it 

fixed the Grand Prix switches 

(Continued on page 5) 
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ôGovõt (contd) 

without changing the part number. 

 The changes and deaths possi-

bly linked to the problem were 

discovered in óGMCôsô safety re-

view earlier this year. 

 The way óGMCô handled the 

midsize and large car recall is 

similar to its methods in the small-

car recall. The small-car case 

touched off federal investigations 

and congressional hearings, and it 

brought a $35 million fine from 

NHTSA for delays in reporting 

safety problems to the government 

 óGMCô is recalling another 

717,950 US vehicles, mostly 2010

-12 model year cars and crosso-

vers, lifting its total for the year to 

a record 60 safety campaigns 

covering around 29 million vehi-

cles globally. 

 óGMCô said in a recent state-

ment that the safety defects in the 

latest recall have been linked to 

two crashes and three injuries. 

 The largest campaign covers 

414,333 cars and crossovers with 

power height-adjustable driver or 

front passenger seats. óGMCô said 

a bolt that secures the height-

adjuster actuator may come loose 

or fall out, causing the seat to 

move up and down freely. 

 ñThe vehicles are safe to 

drive, but customers should not 

use the power height adjustable 

feature until dealers can replace 

the height adjuster bolt,ò óGMCô 

said. 

 The problem affects 2011-12 

Camaro coupes; 2010-12 Equinox 

and Terrain crossovers; 2011-12 

Regal and LaCrosse sedans; and 

2010-12 SRX crossovers. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 óGMCô said it knows of one 

crash and three injuries related to 

the problem but no fatalities. 

 The other recalls announced 

include: 

¶ 124,008 2014 Caprice and 

SS sedans; 2014-15 Sil-

verado and Sierra light- 

and heavy-duty pickups; 

2013-14 ATS sedans; 2014 

CTS sedans; 2014 ELR 

plug-in hybrids; and 2013-

14 Encore crossovers. 

óGMCô said some of the 

vehicles ñmay have an in-

complete weld on the seat 

hook bracket assembly,ò 

caused by loss of power to 

a laser welding machine. 

Itôs asking dealers to in-

spect the welds and replace 

the lower seat track if nec-

essary. óGMCô estimates 

that less than 1 percent of 

the welds are bad. 

¶ 120,426 2011-13 Regal 

and 2013 Malibu sedans to 

fix a problem with the 

front turn signal. 

¶ 57,242 2014 Impala sedans 

equipped with belt-drive 

electric power steering. 

óGMCô said some owners 

might experience ñreduced 

or no power steering assist 

at start-up or while driving 

due to a poor electrical 

ground connection to the 

power steering control 

module,ò which would 

make the car more difficult 

to steer. óGMCô said paint 

may have seeped behind 

the nut on the power steer-

ing control module ground 

stud. Itôs asking dealers to 

inspect for paint from be-

hind the ground nut and 

clean it if necessary, be-

fore tightening the nut and 

updating the control mod-

uleôs software. The compa-

ny said it knows of one 

related crash but no inju-

ries. 

¶ 1,919 2014-15 Spark 

minicars, which were as-

sembled with a lower con-

trol arm bolt that wasnôt 

fastened properly. The 

flaw could cause the lower 

control arm to separate 

from the steering knuckle, 

resulting in a loss of steer-

ing control. 

¶ 22 2015 Tahoe/Yukon and 

Suburban/Yukon Denali 

SUVs for improperly at-

tached roof carriers. 

 ñThese recalls signify how 

weôve enhanced our approach to 

safety,ò Jeff Boyer, óGMCôsô 

global safety chief, said in a state-

ment. ñIf we identify an issueð

large or smallðthat might affect 

the safety of our customers, we 

will act decisively.ò 

 Too bad they canôt enhance 

their ability to build cars that 

wonôt need to be recalled so 

quickly!  
 Almost a decade ago, the 

global automaker to beat was 

GMða position held for about 

three quarters of the past century. 

Now, Toyota leads the sales game, 

followed in second by VW. 

 The No. 1 US automaker only 

comes in third if we take into ac-

count sales for the first six months 

of the yearðand if we take into 

consideration just the financial 

results from the latest quarter, 

óGMCô is even relegated to the 

fourth position. The analysts and 
(Continued on page 12) 

http://media.gm.com/media/us/en/gm/news.detail.html/content/Pages/news/us/en/2014/Jul/0723-recalls.html
http://media.gm.com/media/us/en/gm/news.detail.html/content/Pages/news/us/en/2014/Jul/0723-recalls.html
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line up to check it out. There is no 

word yet on whether the security 

system comes with a force-choke 

modeéMaserati Decepticon?!? 

Police patrol cars are usually 

Fords or Chryslers, not Maseratis. 

So when a patrolman in Braintree, 

Mass., spotted a Maserati 

resembling a police cruiser over 

the weekend, he pulled it over. 

Deputy Chief Wayne Foster tells 

The Patriot Ledger the luxury 

Italian vehicleôs body was painted 

black and white with a police-

style shield on the doors, and 

police-related decals. He said the 

door shield wasnôt accompanied 

by the usual police phrase ñProtect 

and Serve,ò but rather with 

Decepticonôs ñPunish and 

enslaveò mantra. The driver told 

the officer who pulled him over 

that he was actually assisting 

police óbecause other drivers 

noticed him and slowed down, 

thinking it was a police vehicle.ô 

The driver, whose name was 

not made public, was 

summoned to court to face a 

charge of impersonating a 

police officeréOopsie! The 

City of Tucson, Ariz., de-

cided to pay the $43,799 

repair bill for a Porsche 

Carrera GT rear-ended by 

Darth VaderðYour Car is 

Ready!!  Itôs a tagline that origi-

nally appeared for the 1987 Buick 

GNX (later copied by Chevy for 

the ó96 Impala SS), and has since 

applied to anything black, sinister 

and fast. But for the 2014 Comic 

Con in San Diego, Hot Wheels 

had their ñDarth Vader Carò, a 

vehicle that mimics Darth Vaderôs 

helmet, turned into a real-live car. 

Built by Picture Car Warehouse 

and based on a C5 Corvette chas-

sis (Vette purists can now spit!), 

the car has plenty of malice to 

back up the evil looks. The car has 

a lift-roof cockpit and still seats 

two. Small details such as the 

backlit exhaust, the split wind-

shield are nicely thought out. The 

triple headlights look right, the red 

stripe tires one one-off wheels by 

MHT are perfect overkill and the 

whole car looks like the Sith 

Lordôs personal demonized hot 

rod. It even makes the breathing 

soundéyou know the one. The 

Darth Vader Car will be touring 

Comic Cons across the country 

this year. With luck, theyôll make 

their own smoke as they roll onto 

stage. Unfortunately, the car is 

limited to 80mph, which means 

that itôs freeway-friendly, but 

thatôs all. It wins the looks award 

and fans across the country will 

This ôn That 

a city police cruiser. The accident 

happened last October. FlatSixes 

has the full story on the damage, 

how it compares to the starting 

salary for a Tucson police officer, 

and a choice selection of com-

ments from the Arizona Starð

Google it to check it outéHot 

Rod Stamps! You may know 

about the hot rod stamps already, 

heck, you may have even mailed 

an old-fashioned letter using them. 

The US Postal Service has already 

sold 35 million of óem. But in late 

August, you were actually able to 

see the two cars parked side by 

side, and speak to their current 

owners. The Petersen Automotive 

Museum in LA brought the stamp 

roadsters together for ñthe first 

and only time.ò ñThis is huge for 

hot rodding and for this car,ò said 

Bruce Meyer, owner of the red 

Bob McGee roadster. Meyer 

bought the car several years ago 

and had SoCal Speed Shop bring 

it back to its original specifica-

tions, with direction from original 

builder Bob McGee himself.  The 

black Frank Rodgers roadster is 

being trucked from South Dakota 

just for the dedication ceremony. 

Its current owner, Mark Graham 

of Sioux Falls, bought it on eBay. 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.autoweek.com/article/20131201/carnews/131209998
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20131201/carnews/131209998
http://flatsixes.com/porsche-culture/humor/city-of-tuscon-pay-44k-rear-ends-carrera-gt/
http://flatsixes.com/porsche-culture/humor/city-of-tuscon-pay-44k-rear-ends-carrera-gt/
http://autoweek.com/article/car-life/petersen-museum-redecorate
http://autoweek.com/article/car-life/petersen-museum-redecorate
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/socal-speed-shop-wins-ambr-award-hod-rodding-returns-its-roots
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How did these two cars get picked 

for stamps when the Postal Ser-

vice receives 20,000 suggestions 

for that honor each year? ñIt was a 

long search,ò said Donahoe, 

speaking on Jay Lenoôs Garage. 

ñThese two cars best represent the 

history of hot rodding.ò The hot 

rod stamps are part of the Ameri-

ca on the Move Series, which had 

already featured ñFins and 

Chromeò ó50s classics in ó08 and 

ñMuscle Carsò last year. And 

while the selection is supposed to 

be up to something called The Cit-

izens Stamp Advisory Committee, 

it helps when the Postmaster Gen-

eral is a car guyðhe owns a ó66 

StingrayéFerrari Milestone. 

Ferrari is celebrating 60 years in 

the US on October 12 with its 

ñRace Through the Decades: 1954

-2014ò event. The celebration 

takes place on Rodeo Drive in 

Beverly Hills with Ferrari Chair-

man Luca di Montezemolo as the 

master of ceremonies. The event 

is free to the public. ñBeverly 

Hills is proud to help celebrate 60 

years of Ferrari in America by 

hosting this world-class event,ò 

said Lili Bosse, mayor of Beverly 

Hills. ñWe invite all of our cityôs 

residents and visitors to join us for 

the óRace Through the Decadesô 

exhibition.ò The event will feature 

some TV icons like the Ferrari 

308 GTS of ñMagnum P.I.ò and a 

Testarossa from ñMiami Vice.ò 

Steve McQueenôs 275 GTB/4 will 

also be on hand; it was delivered 

to the actor on the set of ñBullitt.ò 

The 2014 Pebble Beach ñBest in 

Showò winner will be there, a 

(Continued from page 6) 

1954 Ferrari 375 MM. 

Cryptically, Ferrari also 

said the event will herald 

the debut of a new car 

ñdedicated to collectors in 

the United States.ò The 

event takes place from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. on Rodeo 

between Wilshire and San-

ta Monica. Go to ferrari.com for 

more info. And, while on the sub-

ject, hereôs some more auction 

action on the Prancing Horsesða 

1962 Ferrari 250 GTOðhas 

crossed the block at the Bonhams 

Quail Lodge sale. The result? An 

impressive, yet still somehow 

slightly underwhelming, $38.115 

million (Fangioôs ride couldnôt 

quite crack $30 million). For you 

sticklers out there, the car actually 

sold for $34.65 million; the larger 

number includes premiums. Still, 

weôre at the point where a car can 

near $40 million and we can 

yawn, shrug our shoulders and 

say, we thought it would go for 

more. The collector car world has 

officially made us jaded. Part of it 

was that this 250 GTO represented 

the best chance yet for a collector 

car to break that magical $50 mil-

lion barrier. We certainly thought 

it seemed reasonable, even proba-

ble. In the days leading up to the 

auction we even heard whispers of 

a $75 million top bid being possi-

ble (though we didnôt give them 

much credence). The $52 million 

reportedly realized in a sale last 

year (that exchange was private 

and remains unconfirmed) further 

fueled speculation. But the ham-

mer has fallen, the results are in 

(and to be clear, theyôre not too 

shabby), one stunning 250 GTO 

has a new home. Here are the top 

ten Monterey car week auction 

T ôn T (contd) 

sales courtesy of Hagerty: 1. 1962 

Ferrari 250 GTO Coupe 

($38,115,000), 2. 1953 Ferrari 250 

MM Coupe ($7,260,000), 3. 1962 

Ferrari 250 GT SWB Speciale 

Aerodinamica Coupe 

($6,875,000), 4. 1958 Ferrari 250 

SI Cabriolet (closed headlight) 

($6,820,000), 5. 1978 Ferrari 312 

T3 Formula 1 ($2,310,000), 6. 

1968 Ferrari Dino 166/246 T For-

mula 2 ($1,210,000), 7. 1981 Fer-

rari 512 BB Coupe ($990,000), 8. 

1969 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Coupe 

($935,000), 9. 1969 Ferrari 365 

GTC Coupe ($858,000), 10. 1969 

Ferrari Dino 206 GT Coupe 

($572,000). Notice a pattern? Yes, 

the other cars are all from Bon-

hams, and, like the 250 GTO, 

theyôre all Ferraris. Itôs not coinci-

denceðthis set of particularly de-

sirable cars were all part of the 

Maranello Rosso Collection 
(Thanks to autoweek.com, and 

other Internet sources for this 

insanity! Ya just canôt make some 

of it up!! Thanks also to those of 

you in the Peanut Gallery who 

have helped me entertain yôall by 

sending stuffðI ópreciate it!) p 

https://www.youtube.com/user/JayLenosGarage
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2014-corvette-stingray-drive-review
http://autoweek.com/vehicles/ferrari
http://autoweek.com/article/formula-one/rumor-ferrari-chairman-luca-di-montezemolo-step-down
http://autoweek.com/article/formula-one/rumor-ferrari-chairman-luca-di-montezemolo-step-down
http://autoweek.com/article/pebble-beach-concours/ten-famous-ferraris-join-bonhams-quail-lodge-auction
http://autoweek.com/article/pebble-beach-concours/ten-famous-ferraris-join-bonhams-quail-lodge-auction
http://www.maranellorosso.com/
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kit dates back to ó97.  

 Interior: It builds up the way 

we've come to expect with sepa-

rate door panels and two-piece 

front bench seat. The brake and 

clutch pedals hang from the dash 

while the gas pedal is cast to the 

floor. Donôt forget to cut off the 

clutch pedal if you use the Power-

glide tranny. Blue decals are pro-

vided for the doors and seats to 

create the two-tone effect. But that 

doesnôt help if you want to do a 

different color combo. The sepa-

rate steering column does have the 

shift and turn signal levers. Three 

decals are provided for the dash 

gauges. Being that this is a con-

vertible, it would be a good candi-

date for those aftermarket car mats 

that are available.  

 Body/windows: Be very care-

ful when you get to the firewall 

and the radiator support as there 

are two (of each) in the kit and 

only one fits (dah) the other went 

to the ó55-ó56 kits. I like this new 

way of making the windshield a 

separate chrome piece; itôs that 

much less foiling to do. In fact, 

the only foiling needed is the side 

spears. I noticed in my Google 

searches that some of the pics had 

continental kits that are dead ring-

ers for the one in this kit. Further 

research proved it was a factory 

option. In fact there were 57 op-

tions offered that year. You can 

check them out at old-

carbrochures.com. The continen-

tal kit is six pieces in total, not 

counting the taillights and back up 

lights both which are clear plastic. 

All of the chrome is super bright 

(Continued from page 2) 

and smooth and has no attachment 

points or mold lines in bad spots. 

The front bumper/grille has locat-

ing pins for positive mounting. 

The optional bumper cushions 

(dagmars) are included and sepa-

rate and there are clear turn signal 

lenses as well. The heater is a two

-piece affair. I looked at the 

chrome several times before I no-

ticed the stock rear bumper IS in 

the kit. The front and rear óVôs, 

door handles, mirrors, ógun sites,ô 

taillight bezels and spears are 

chromed and separate. And there 

is a pair of hood hinges. Itôs nice 

that Revell included the up top as 

well as the boot. All the clear 

parts are thin and clear though the 

taillights are clear only, not tinted. 

 Decals: I mentioned the 12 

blue decals for the interior. 

Thereôs no print on them other 

than silver moldings, but they are 

welcome just the same. Three de-

cals are given for the gauges as 

ô57 (contd) 

well as a bunch for various scripts 

around the body. Iôm impressed 

with the óDô-shaped decals for the 

front fenders. There are three pairs 

of vintage decals and a few pin 

stripes and classic flames. 

 Though this particular car is 

not my favorite, I have built the 

previous versions of it and it as-

sembles very well; probably the 

best representations of tri-five 

Chevies available. I see many pos-

sibilities for this kit. Youôll want 

one even if you donôt know what 

to do with it right now. 

 

by: Rich Wilson  p 

http://brochures.com/

