
2014 Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 18th 

UFebruary 15th 

UMarch 15th 

UApril 19th (3rd Sat!) 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 21st 

UJuly 19th 

UAugust 16th 

USeptember 20th 

UOctober 18th 

UNovember 15th 

UDecember 20th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Hope yôall remem-

bered Toys for Tots do-

nations as discussed last 

month!  

 This month, Pat Crit-

tenden checks out Rev-

ellôs large-scale 

ñHawaiianò Charger 

funny car. As many of 

you know, heôs battling 

cancer, and has been 

quite sick lately, so this 

may be his last review 

(for now?). Thanks, Pat! 

Time to Hit the Workshops!  
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Beat this thing so you 

can bring us more enter-

taining reviews!  

 Meanwhile, Rich 

Wilson takes a peek at 

Revellôs LaFerrari. 

Thanks, Rich!  
 The Pontiac Parade 

was present in a big way. 

 The raffle raised 

$67.00, while the door 

kicked in an additional 

$92.00, meaninô we 

made the rentðYaY!  

MAMA Sez!  

 Funny car giant Ray-

mond Beadle has died. 

We had been hearing that 

Beadle was having some 

medical issues and were 

hoping for the best but it 

seems as though that will 

not be the case. The man 

lived an incredible life 

and forged himself a ca-

reer both in drag racing 

and business that the rest 

of us stand in awe of. He 

was a man who saw the 

sport of drag racing dif-

ferently than most did in 

his era. He took a found-

ering Blue Max 

operation and in 

the span of less 

than a year he established 

the car as a stout runner 

and by the end of the 

decade he and Harry 

Schmidt had the most 

dominant and all con-

quering funny car in the 

world. They figured out 

that performance and 

marketing went hand in 

hand and the faster they 

went, the harder they 

promoted themselves. 

The plan worked and for 

a time, they were proba-

bly the most famous car/

driver/tuner trio in the 

world. 

 Sometimes people 

find each other at the 

right moment, even when 

that moment doesnôt 

seem like it for either 

part involved. Such was 

the case with Raymond 

Beadle and Harry 

Schmidt. Beadle was 

coming to the end of a 

contract that had not 

been renewed with Don 

Schumacher, Schmidt 

had parked his funny car 

with the expectation of 

selling the operation and 

leaving the sport. The 

two barely knew one an-

(Continued on page 10) 

Condolences  

 Thanks to the raffle 

donors: Brad, Ed Brown, 

Steve M. Buter, Mike 

Costic, Matt Guilfoyle, 

Ron Hamilton, Rich 

Meany, Steve Scott, Don 

Stone, Rich Wilson, 

Bradleyôs Car Collecti-

bles, and Replicas & 

Miniatures Company of 

MD. Thanks also for 

helpinô with chair stow-

age after the meetingð

we ópreciate it! p 
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 Iôm glad Revell decided to re-

issue this kit. The price for an 

original is outrageous and re-

issues are even getting expensive. 

I may get around to building this 

one someday. I built the ñArmyò 

Vega 28 years ago and it fell apart 

over time (you must scrape all 

glue joints for this not the hap-

pen). 

 Until next time, keep building, 

and just have fun!!!! 

 

ΟPat p 

sandpaper. This should depict a 

burnt slick rather well.  

 Engine: This unit consists of 

39 pieces and the addition of 

many inches of external plumbing 

(electrical, oil and fuel included) 

as well as a rubber drive belt. This 

finished piece is a model in itôs 

own right. hmmmm.... 

 Chassis: Consisting of eight 

main pieces, this chassis was your 

typical funny car chassis from the 

70s. Like the engine, it has all the 

plumbing to completely detail it 

into a model in itsô own right also. 

Gotta love that! Some braided line 

would enhance the effect. Another 

detail added to this kit was the 

steerable front axle. The seven-

piece unit is tricky to tackle. Iôve 

done one, but if you scrape all the 

chrome properly, every thing 

should work well. All four wheels 

should roll as well.  

 Body: This unit consists of 

two assembly steps and 15 pieces 

to complete. Whatôs an interesting 

side note is that this unit is the 

same as itôs 1/25th counterpart. 

That being said, the finished unit 

requires several decals to com-

plete. Iôm not building this model 

so Iôm guessing the finish of the 

decals is good.  

 Final Thoughts 

 Current Information: 
Revell 1/16th ñHawaiianò Charger 

Funny Car, Kit# 85-4082, 154 

Parts, Molded in: White, vinyl, 

rubber, waterslide decals, MSRP 

$42.00 (re-issue) 

 

 Retro Information: 
 No Information Available  

 

 Pros: Revellôs keeping the 

1/16th scale funny car line alive. 

Details still awesome on chassis 

and engine. 

 

 Cons: Same details are diffi-

cult to install. Braided lines would 

be better than kit supplied stock.  

 

 Hey Gang, 

 

 How yôall doinô? This will be 

my last kit review. I havenôt been 

feeling so good and have been in 

and out of the doctorsô care and 

the hospital as well. I hope you all 

have enjoyed the kit reviews as 

much as Iôve enjoyed reviewing 

the kits and writing up the re-

views. 

 This month weôll be looking at 

one of Revellôs more eccentric 

subjects; the 1/16th funny car of 

Roland Leong (i.e., The Hawai-

ian). Iôm surprised this subject 

was even issued, but I guess 

someone had wanted to bring this 

back to production. Now that itôs 

here, letôs see what makes this ba-

by ótick.ô 

 Wheels/Tires: Three pieces 

make up the rear wheels while 

four pieces make up the front 

wheels. For added realism, sand 

the rear óslicksô with 180 grit 

Retro Corner  
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 That name, I just donôt know 

how they (Ferrari, that is) could 

come up with such a dumb name. 

The intention was to imply that 

this is ñtheò absolute ultimate Fer-

rari ever built (until the next one 

comes along). The general con-

sensus seems to be that it is at 

least better looking than the Enzo 

though I rather liked the way it 

(the Enzo) looked too. I suppose 

the Enzo was fitted too closely to 

Michael Schumacher. But this car 

is the first to employ the re-

generative electric system devel-

oped in/for Formula One. Unlike 

other super cars of recent, this sys-

tem works all the time, but not 

alone. That is, the LaFerrari can-

not be driven solely as an electric 

car; thank God. The Ferrari people 

insisted that the traditional V12 

sound always be heard when the 

car is in operation. 

 The 6.3 liter engine doesnôt 

develop 963 horsepower as weôve 

been lead to believe, but 800 in-

stead. The other 163 hp comes 

from the electric motor mounted 

between the engine and 7-speed 

trans-axle via a dual clutch. 

Which reminds me, itôs time for a 

quiz. Who invented the multi-disc 

clutch? Give up? None other than 

our own TV Tommy Ivo!! Sup-

posedly, the I-v-o stands for ñIôm 

Very Old.ò But this engine devel-

ops 516 pound/feet of torque by 

itself and 715 total with the elec-

tric motor on. The transaxle is 

electronically controlled, as is the 

traction control, ESC stability 

control, launch control, and SSC 

side slip control. You have to 

wonder if there is anything left for 

the driver to do. 

The carbon/

ceramic brakes 

are 15.7 inches 

in diameter in 

front and 15 

inches at the 

rear. Just think 

they are as big 

as the wheels on 

our favorite 

musclecar! But 

they fit inside 19 inch front and 20 

inch rear wheels. All that propels 

the LaFerrari from 0-62 mph in 3 

seconds and on to a top speed of 

óonlyô 217 mph! 

 I count 140 parts in white, 

chrome, clear, nylon mesh and 

four rubber tires. 

 Engine: Itôs 2.75 inches long 

and mostly trans-axle and is made 

up of 14 pieces not counting the 

upper intake. Itôs based on the F12 

engine. As detailed as this is, its 

worth an internet search under 

ñLaFerrariò for pictures for paint-

ing details. 

 Chassis: There is none! Actu-

ally, itôs all carbon fiber tub on the 

real car, but here we have what 

looks like a belly pan with the 

lower A-arms and rear inner fend-

ers molded together. After the en-

gine is mounted, the four-piece 

exhaust system goes in and then 

the huge battery box just in front 

of it. There are separate half 

shafts, uprights, and stabilizer 

(similar to a tie rod). What Iôm 

sure are carbon/fiber sub-frames 

go in next, as well as engine pan-

els on each side. There is a one 

piece upper A-arm assembly and 

two pieces that Iôm sure are mag-

netorheological spring/shocks. 

Also included is a three-piece 

sway bar. Cast on top of the trans-

axle is a huge box that I presume 

is the electronics package that gets 

a cover and three decals and a wir-

ing harness. Construction contin-

ues at the front with a seven-piece 

front suspension similar to the rear 

with separate inner fenders and 

yes, it is steerable. The clever bit 

is the fiber mesh that glues to a 

clear piece for the radiator inlet 

shroud followed by the radiator. 

 Tires/wheels: I thought at first 

glance the wheels were frost plat-

ed, but itôs the bag they are in. 

They should probably be toned 

down with clear flat or repainted. 

The Brembo brakes get ñFerrariò 

decals then trapped between the 

inner and outer wheel halves. The 

tires are monstrous Bridgestone 

Scuderia with raised black letter-

ing. Talk about exclusive! 

 Interior: Between the three-

piece dash and two-piece steering 

wheel there are no less than 14 

decals and then four more for the 

doors. I hope you like decals, be-

cause there are no less than 12 for 

each seat. So far, I havenôt been 

able to locate a good picture of the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Ferrari LaFerrari  
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gal team of Hagens Ber-

man Sobol Shapiro LLP 

are suing óGMCô, with 

the hope for a movement 

to a class-action lawsuit, 

for TEN BILLION DOL-

LARS in damages in 

compensation stemming 

from the lost resale value 

of óGMCô cars from the 

ñNew GM eraò (2009-14). Ac-

cording to the documents filed in 

a New York court, ñThe value of 

all GMC-branded vehicles has 

diminished as a result of the wide-

spread publication of those defects 

and New óGMCôsô corporate cul-

ture of ignoring and concealing 

safety defects,ò as reported by 

Bloomberg. Up to 20 million ve-

hicle owners may fall under eligi-

bility requirements for the lawsuit, 

so long as they bought or leased a 

óGMCô vehicle built between July 

ó09 to July ó14 and either still own 

the vehicle, had an accident that 

destroyed the vehicle, or sold it 

after Feburary ó14, when the re-

calls started to become a serious 

issue for the company. 

 óGMCô has been under the gun 

most of this year, with 70+ recalls 

 I donôt think ñmy badò is gon-

na cover this one. Chevy recently 

invited dealers to come to the 

Wentzville, MO assembly plant so 

that they could take one of the 

first 65 Chevy Colorado or GMC 

Canyon pickups. Three Colorados 

and one Canyon, all fresh off of 

the assembly line, were being 

driven to the St. Louis Hollywood 

Casino for a promotional event by 

four dealers when they managed 

to get into a wreck on Interstate 70 

on the Blanchette Bridge. 

 According to the Missouri 

state trooperôs report, the rear ve-

hicle, a Colorado, struck the Can-

yon, which struck the next Colora-

do. That truck swerved and the 

Canyon struck the lead Colorado. 

The improvised crash test put two 

of the trucks out of commission 

and sent 53 year-old Patrick 

Craig, the driver of the Canyon, to 

the hospital with minor injuries. 

 The Colorado/Canyon launch 

hasnôt been óGMCôsô smoothest 

(seeing a trend here?!). The 

trucks had just been cleared for 

sale after a stop-sale had been is-

sued for the vehicles when an is-

sue involving incorrect wiring of 

the airbag systems had been dis-

covered. 

 The hits keep on coming, right 

into óGMCôsô chin, gut and the 

back of the head it seems. The le-

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

issued that affected over 30 mil-

lion cars at the time of writing, 

including a recall involving igni-

tion switches that has resulted in 

27 at-fault death compensation 

payments so far and a projected 

151 more up for review. óGMCô is 

refusing to pay lost-value claims 

at this time.  

 Now, do yôall REALLY think 

that the government is gonna let 

this thing reach class action sta-

tus?! Hardly likely, after first bail-

ing them out, and second, losing 

taxpayer dollars on the bailout!  

 For those of you with more 
money than brains, I present the 

Forgiato wide-body Corvette con-

version. If it gives you any indica-

tion, I spotted it in The Robb Re-

port. Not my usual reading mate-

rial, but it was splashed across the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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cover, if I recall correctly. And 

that made it kinda like a train 

wreckðyou know you shouldnôt, 

but you just hadda look!  

 Oh, and the word I get on 

price is óonlyô $165,000 (?!)ðas 

a complete vehicle (as in no kits 

available). I think a quote from 

Nicholas Cageôs character in 

ñGone in 60 Secondsò regarding  

the car pretty much sums it up:  

ñToo many self-indulgent wie-

ners in this city with too much 

bloody money!ò  
 If THAT isnôt ñover-the-topò 

enough for you, then this might 

be. I present what is being billed 

as possibly ñFloridaôs Most 

Blinged ZL-1 Camaroò (http://

worldfamousmedia.com/2012/11/

floridas-most-blinged-camaro-zl1-

brings-out-the-haters-in-force/)- 

mere words simply fail me! Just 

because you CAN do something to 

a car, doesnôt mean that you 

SHOULD!!  

 Chevy is the current sponsor 

of Manchester United, Britainôs 

best known soccer clubéer, foot-

ball club. As the main sponsor, 

Chevy pays Manchester United 

Ã47 million per season and pro-

(Continued from page 4) 

vides a fleet of 

cars to use for 

free. In April, 

the fleet was 

delivered: 15 

cars, the majori-

ty of which were 

Corvettes and 

Camaros, but 

none of them 

have been used 

by the players 

themselves, but 

instead the train-

ing ground staff 

have been the 

ones racking up 

the miles on the 

cars. Apparent-

ly, the football-

ers prefer their 

own rides, in-

cluding Range 

Rovers and Por-

sches. 

 Chevy has said that the cars 

are part of a ñvoluntary drive pro-

gramò and that the players are by 

no means obliged to use the vehi-

cles, but it does come across as a 

bit of a snub to the new sponsor. 

Manchester United signed the 

Ã350 million, seven year deal 

with Chevy in 

2012 and took 

over as main 

sponsor this 

year. Itôs re-

ported that the 

vehicles are 

usually sitting 

in a lot at the 

Carrington car 

park in Lon-

don, gathering 

dust. 

 Why have 

beer (Chevies) 

when you can have champagne 

(Range Rovers and Porsches)?!  

 Oh, and the ignition recall? 

Word is that even though óGMCô 

has enough parts to complete it, 

they have repaired less than half 

of the 2.6 million affected cars! 

Be careful out there! p 

ôGovõtõ (contd) 
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