
2014  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 18th 

UFebruary 15th 

UMarch 15th 

UApril 19th (3rd Sat!) 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 21st 

UJuly 19th 

UAugust 16th 

USeptember 20th 

UOctober 18th 

UNovember 15th 

UDecember 20th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Thanks for yet anoth-

er good turnout for our 

annual Christmas óFood 

Fest.ô Thanks also go out 

to those who shared an 

item with club members, 

but mostly our ñbetter 

halvesò (wives & girl 

friends) who did such a 

good job on presentation!  

 This month, Rich W 

peeks at the Revell Por-

sche Turbo, while Rich 

M scopes out the 

Happy New Year, Everyone!  
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Round2 ó70 AMXðboth  

reissues. Thanks, guys! 

 The raffle raised 

$135.00, while the door 

kicked in an additional 

$63.00, plus a ôspecialô 

collection that netted a 

$635.00 for ailing MA-

MA member Pat Crit-

tenden. So, we more than 

made the rent this month 

except for the fact that it 

was decided to present 

ALL monies collected to 

Pat and Bonnie to help 

defray his medical ex-

penses.  
 Thanks to the raffle 

donors: Ed Brown, Steve 

M. Buter, Mike Costic,  

Chuck Glass, Ron Ham-

ilton, Rich Meany, JC 

Reckner, Don Stone, 

Rex Turner, Bradleyôs 

Car Collectibles, and 

Replicas & Miniatures 

Co. of MD. Thanksðwe 

ópreciate it! p 

 Several stories re-

ported within only three 

days in the middle of last 

month seem to indicate 

that racing seems to have 

fallen out of favor with at 

least two manufacturers 

and one sponsor.  

 After a successful 

season in the fastest 

growing Motorsport in 

the US, Hyundai has de-

cided to step out of The 

Red Bull Global Rally-

Cross Series. Partnering 

with Rhys Millen Racing 

based in Huntington 

Beach CA for the 

past six years, 

this partnership 

has produced 

world records at 

the Pikes Peak 

International Hill 

Climb, RallyCross wins 

at the iconic Daytona In-

ternational Speedway 

and multiple wins in the 

sport of Formula Drift. 

 2014 will mark the 

last time that we will see 

the partnership together 

after producing wins in 

Los Angeles and Dayto-

na for the Red Bull Glob-

al RallyCross seriesð

arguably the fastest most 

exciting form of racing to 

hit the US in years. 

 Team principal and 

lead driver Rhys Millen 

commented, ñThis is dis-

appointing news to the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 Hi all you MAMA membersð

Rich Meany here, givinô you the 

scoop on the newly reissued 

AMT/MPC Round2 1970 AMX 

kit (Whew! Whatta mouthful!). 

 This is my first time giving a 

model review since my buddy Pat 

has temporarily stepped down due 

to health issues, I thought Iôd take 

over the reins, so here goes.  

 I did some research on an 

original kit, and this one is a 

straight repop of the original. 

MPC did offer this kit in ó68 and 

ó69, as both an annual and a funny 

car. No ôfunnyô parts come with 

this oneðthe kit offers you four 

different versionsðstock, drag, 

custom and salt flats. 

 Body: An 18 piece assembly. 

The main body is stock only.  

Front ón rear bumpers are both 

chrome-plated. Two separate 

hoodsðone stock with power 

bulge, while the drag version has a 

hole in center with a clear scoop 

insert. Stock side pipes, but no 

pipes to connect to exhaust. There 

are four separate red taillights,  

rear window straps, insert with 

molded in spoiler for trunk lid, top 

of rear window spoiler, rear val-

ance panel, and clear, one-piece 

glass rounds out this unit. 

 Engine: A 32 piece assembly. 

Two separate engine block halves,  

with a four-speed trans molded to 

them. Two cylinder heads, chrome  

valve covers. The engine repre-

sents 390 cid, stock four-barrel 

intake manifold, carb, stock air 

cleaner with separate air tube, 

coil, oil filler cap, starter, timing 

cover with a molded in oil filter & 

water pump, alternator, fan (both 

Round2 1970 AMX  

chrome plated 

but they can be 

stripped and 

painted appro-

priate colors), 

fan belt, drag/

custom parts 

chrome  timing 

cover, fuel 

pump, Hilborn 

long tube fuel 

injection, five piece blower setup 

with bug catcher scoop (all parts 

chromed). The engine bay is an 

eight piece assembly that features 

a separate brake booster, heater 

and wiper motors, battery, upper 

radiator hose (no lower hose), ra-

diator support with a molded in 

radiator, radiator cap, oil cooler, 

chrome plated. That about sums 

up the engine.  

 Interior: A 27 piece assem-

bly, that consists of tub, stock 

dash w/separate chrome gauge 

insert, kool five piece fold-down 

stock bucket seats, console, 

chrome shifter, stock steering 

wheel w/separate chrome center 

insert. Non-stock items include a 

roll cage, fiberglass  bucket seats, 

Hurst shifter, and chrome shoulder 

belts. 

 Chassis: A 31 piece assembly, 

consisting of frame, rear end 

molded in, exhaust, lower rear end 

housing, chrome exhaust tips, 

transmission mount, front and rear 

shocks, front springs, two mount-

ing pins, tie rod ends, front cali-

pers, front and rear drums, front 

sway bar and tie rod. Great job on 

the front end assembly. Non-stock 

parts include traction bars and rear 

end raising blocks. 

 Decals: Stock stripes, various 

speed equipment sponsors, Big 

Bad AMX racing stripes, and li-

cense plates. 

 Wheels/Tires: Four stock 

Goodyear tires, two slicks, and 

four stock Super Stock rims. The 

aftermarket rims are a deep dish 

wire design.  

 Cheers and jeers on this kit. 

This is the first time the kit has 

been reissued, so not much in 

mold lines. Form and fit of every-

thing looks great, though Round2 

should have put in a different set 

of aftermarket rims, say Cragars 

or Americans from other 1/20th 

scale kits from MPC. Search thru 

your parts box for these. They 

would make a custom/drag ver-

sion look more period-correct, but 

overall, a great kit.  

 See ya next month. Build or 

collect, but MODEL ON!!!! 

 

by: Rich Meany p 



Volume 27, Issue 5  January, 2015 Page 3 

chromed engine; 

all of it. Even if 

the builder sprays 

it with clear flat it 

wonôt look right. 

Itôll need to be 

stripped then 

painted appropri-

ately. 

 Engine: It 

represents the 3.4 

liter/201.5 cubic inch engine that 

develops 282 hp at 5500 rpm 

without the turbo boost. As I just 

said, itôs worst feature is the 

chromeðbeyond that. the engrav-

ing is very good. Thereôs only 10 

pieces to it, and it may be a little 

overly simplified, but proper 

painting should really make it 

pop. The transaxle looks great 

with all of the reinforcing ribs all 

over it. There are separate half-

shafts with rubber boots on the 

ends. The turbo is really small, but 

thatôs what made the car so fast; 

thereôs little or no lag. 

 Chassis: Since the car has a 

unit body, itôs really more like a 

belly pan, but the engraving looks 

correct. The front suspension 

doesnôt lack in detail with itôs four 

parts, itôs a McPherson strut type 

and therefore has fewer parts. And 

due to the transaxle assembly, the 

rear suspension with itsô eight 

pieces is reasonably done. 

 Tires/wheels: This is where I 

have a problem. The wheels are 

nicely done, and with a touch of 

detail painting will really come 

alive. But even with my limited 

Porsche knowledge, I clearly re-

member them having wider tires 

in the rear than the front. So I did 

 This, of course, is a reissue of 

a kit that I gather came out around 

ó88 and with 87 pieces, isnôt over-

run with parts like other Porsche 

kits. As nicely done as those kits 

are, they have a parts count that is 

very intimidating. The one I built 

took years for me to finally open 

the box and start building it. And 

in the end I think it suffered be-

cause it was overly complicated. 

All that has no real bearing on this 

kit except that a builder shouldnôt 

avoid a kit because of part count. 

Most of our enjoyment comes 

from making the kit more than 

whatôs in the box. I havenôt built 

this kit yet, but I bet in the end it 

will be better than that enthusiast 

kit. And donôt let the óso-soô box-

art steer you away from the kit 

either. For one thing, the color 

chosen for the body isnôt even 

close to a factory color, but it is 

cleanly built. The parts in the box 

are generally well done, itôs just 

the constraints the box art builder 

had to work under that makes it 

look a little plain. It doesnôt jump 

out and grab you and say óyou 

need to buy me now.ô 

 Iôve never been a Porsche fan

(1:1) mainly because I think they 

are very over priced. Considering 

all the safety and environmental 

laws, Iôm amazed Porsche was 

able to sell a car as wild as these 

were. I was confused for quite 

some time until I finally found out 

that the ñ930ò designation was not 

by the factory, but an unofficial 

one. For those interested it got 

15/20 (city/highway) mpg. On 

opening the box, the first thing 

that jumps out at you is the 

Porsche911 Turbo  

a óGoogleô search for 911 Turbo 

specs, and after several let downs 

was able to finally determine that 

they did, in fact, come with 

225/50 VR-16 tires in front and 

245/45VR-16 in the rear. Revell 

gives us the same tires as their 

Ford Thunderbird kit of the same 

era, only now without the recessed 

lettering. All four are the same 

and are too tall and just donôt look 

right. The builder will need to find 

replacements for these for a better, 

more accurate build. 

 Interior: Itôs the tub type, but 

has separate door panels. Parts 

include steering column with two 

stalks and correct steering wheel. 

There is a center console and cor-

rect shifter and handbrake. The 

front seats are nicely done in two 

pieces each with backs only for 

the rear since the bottoms are cast 

in the tub. The dash is nicely done 

and gets five decaled gauges. And 

lastly, a separate storage shelf. 

 Body: Itôs very well propor-

tioned and very thin. The whale 

tail hood (Ed. Note: trunk?!?) is 

two-piece with open louvers in the 

upper piece. It has no hinge, just 

two pins to hold it from sliding 

off. The windows are packaged in 

their own baggy (thank you) and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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in certain crashes,ò com-

pany spokesperson Alan 

Alder said in a statement. 

 The problems caused 

by the ó14 recall arenôt 

over yet, of course. A 

compensation protocol 

run by Kenneth Feinberg 

is active through the end 

of January, and the possi-

bility of charges from the Depart-

ment of Justice hang over 

óGMCôsô head too. Last year, 

óGMCô was fined $35 million by 

the Department of Transportation 

and NHTSA, but a potential set-

tlement with the DoJ figure to be 

much larger.  

 In all new full-size óGMCô 

trucks and SUVs, which covers 

the 2014-15 Silverado, Tahoe and 

Suburban along with the Sierra 

1500, Yukon and Yukon XL, the 

shift column can come into con-

tact with the head of the key, 

causing the vehicle to shut off. 

This is only possible when the 

steering column is adjusted to its 

highest position. 

 óGMCô is not conducting a 

recall over this issue, as investiga-

tors determined it is not a safety 

defect as it only happens when the 

driver has his or her foot on the 

brake and the vehicle is not mov-

ing. A technical service bulletin 

was issued on November 6th of 

 After a tumultuous ó14, 

óGMCô kicks off ó15 the only way 

it knows howðby issuing three 

new safety recalls. 

 When the stock market was 

closed for the New Yearôs holi-

day, the automaker issued the call-

backs, the biggest involving the 

ignition design of several SUV 

and pickup models. óGMCô shares 

were pressured throughout ó14 as 

ignition switch problems led to 

accidents that caused more than 

40 deaths and the recall of mil-

lions of vehicles. 

 No crashes or injuries were 

reported in the latest round of re-

calls involving 83,572 sport-utility 

vehicles and pickups. óGMCô ex-

pects that fewer than 500 will be 

affected by the defect, an ignition 

lock actuator with an outer diame-

ter that exceeds specifications. 

 Still, the issue could spook 

consumers and investors. Ignition 

system problems were behind the 

record number of recalls made in 

ó14 by óGMCô, which has strug-

gled to rebuild its reputation fol-

lowing its ó09 bankruptcy. 

 In the primary recall recently 

announced, the outsized ignition 

lock actuator can lead to the igni-

tion key getting stuck in the 

ñstartò position. If the vehicle is 

driven that way and experiences a 

ñsignificant jarring event,ò the ig-

nition lock cylinder could move 

into the ñaccessoryò position, af-

fecting engine power, power steer-

ing and power braking. 

 ñAlso, the timing of the key 

movement into the accessory posi-

tion relative to crash sensing could 

result in the air bags not deploying 

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

last year along with instructions 

for dealers to replace the keys of 

owners who complain about the 

issue. Redesigned keys began pro-

duction in February of ó14. 

 Last year, óGMCô had to recall 

2.6 million vehicles for faulty ig-

nition switches and an additional 

11 million for other ignition-

related issues. 

 So, youôve waited and 

watched and waited some more 

for the arrival of your 650-

horsepower, $78,000 ó15 Z06. 

Finally, that joyous day arrives 

and you eagerly, but gingerly, 

begin to break-in the 6.2-liter su-

percharged V8 monster under 

your hood. Then 900-odd miles 

after delivery, your excitement 

grinds, quite literally, to a halt. 

Thatôs what the owner of one ó15 

Z06 claimed happened to him 

when a simple break-in drive re-

sulted in a lunched engine. 

 The owner, known as Law-

dogg149 on Corvette Forum, says 

he was out breaking-in his car 

ahead of a January track event 

when it happened. 

 ñWhile making a pull from 35 

miles per hour, I accelerated and 

shifted short of redline, and 

BOOMðthe car began knock-

ing. I pulled over and popped the 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.autoblog.com/chevrolet/corvette+z06/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/first-2015-corvette-z06-blow-engine/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/first-2015-corvette-z06-blow-engine/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/first-2015-corvette-z06-blow-engine/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/first-2015-corvette-z06-blow-engine/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/first-2015-corvette-z06-blow-engine/
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hood. I could hear a loud knock 

coming from the number 6 cylin-

der area along with a serious, 

grinding, metal-on-metal sound 

coming from the supercharger 

area,ò Lawdogg wrote. 

 A subsequent trip to the dealer 

confirmed his concerns, with the 

service facility telling Lawdogg 

that the number 6 valvetrain had 

failed. The dealer couldnôt re-

search the issue further, though, as 

óGMCô requested the engine be 

returned for a more thorough eval-

uation. The good news for the un-

lucky owner, at least, is that 

óGMCô will be covering the en-

gine replacement under warranty, 

an expense that Corvette Forum 

estimates at nearly $24,000. 

 At this point, the two leading 

theories behind the engineôs deto-

nation involve a manufacturing 

defect (surprised?!)ðwhich could 

be why óGMCô is so keen to tear 

the blown powerplant downðor a 

mistake on the part of Lawdogg. 

As Motor Authority points out, 

such an error could be something 

as simple as the Z06ôs owner acci-

dentally shifting to first rather 

(Continued from page 4) 

ôGovõtõ (contd) 

than third during his 

35-mph pull (Ed. 

Note: and resulting 

in the failure of ON-

LY the number 6 

valvetrain?!). If, 

however, thereôs a 

deeper manufactur-

ing problem with 

the Z06ôs engine, 

this might not be the 

only case we end up hearing 

about. 

 óGMCô is facing a new enemy 

in ongoing court battles, thrown 

under the bus by óOld GM.ô 

 The pre-bankruptcy entity, 

which still lives on as a trust, has 

accused the óNew GMô of illegally 

hiding the defect during the 

bailout proceedings. The trust ar-

gues that the surviving company is 

consequently responsible for pay-

ing lost-value claims and other 

compensation related to the igni-

tion-switch defect. 

 óOld GMôsô position does not 

come as much as a surprise, as the 

óNew GMô asked courts to redi-

rect customer lawsuits to the pre-

bankruptcy company. óOld GMô is 

responsible for managing old 

debts, however it claims to be 

short on funds to pay damages in a 

flurry of lawsuits. 

 ñ óNew GMôsô request exceeds 

the bounds of both constitutional 

due process and the sale order, 

and therefore, must be denied,ò 

the trust wrote in a filing, as quot-

ed by Bloomberg. 

 óGMCô has continued to de-

fend its legal position, noting in a 

follow-up statement that the issues 

ñwill be decided by bankruptcy 

court.ò The courtôs decision will 

be significant, potentially expos-

ing the company to claims worth 

$10 billion. 

 Considering all this, can ANY-

ONE explain to me why óGMCô 

vehicles are still selling?!? p 

2014 GMC Recall Ticker  

# of Recalls  
78 (?!)  

# of Vehicles Affected  
30,412,147  

http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1096096_first-2015-chevy-corvette-z06-engine-destroyed-with-just-891-miles-on-the-clock
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1096096_first-2015-chevy-corvette-z06-engine-destroyed-with-just-891-miles-on-the-clock
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1096096_first-2015-chevy-corvette-z06-engine-destroyed-with-just-891-miles-on-the-clock
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1096096_first-2015-chevy-corvette-z06-engine-destroyed-with-just-891-miles-on-the-clock
http://stat.dealtime.com/DealFrame/DealFrame.cmp?bm=271&BEFID=96477&acode=282&code=282&aon=&crawler_id=1929691&dealId=frIvkHEnTxDT2htw11ayqw%3D%3D&searchID=&url=http%3A%2F%2Frover.ebay.com%2Frover%2F1%2F711-57618-1854-0%2F2%3Fkwid%3D1%26mtid%3D570%26crlp%3D1_
http://stat.dealtime.com/DealFrame/DealFrame.cmp?bm=271&BEFID=96477&acode=282&code=282&aon=&crawler_id=1929691&dealId=frIvkHEnTxDT2htw11ayqw%3D%3D&searchID=&url=http%3A%2F%2Frover.ebay.com%2Frover%2F1%2F711-57618-1854-0%2F2%3Fkwid%3D1%26mtid%3D570%26crlp%3D1_
http://stat.dealtime.com/DealFrame/DealFrame.cmp?bm=271&BEFID=96477&acode=282&code=282&aon=&crawler_id=1929691&dealId=frIvkHEnTxDT2htw11ayqw%3D%3D&searchID=&url=http%3A%2F%2Frover.ebay.com%2Frover%2F1%2F711-57618-1854-0%2F2%3Fkwid%3D1%26mtid%3D570%26crlp%3D1_
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their own skills and consider 

whether the cost of performance 

driving course should be included 

in their price estimationsé

Spoiled Russian Kid?! Konstantin 

P, a fifteen-year-old goalkeeper 

for the Zenith-84 soccer team in 

Russia, is doing a hell of a lot bet-

ter than most people on planet 

Earth, because on New Yearôs 

Eve, Konstantin and two teenaged 

friends visited a man named Di-

mitry and paid for an Aston Mar-

tin in cash, then asked him to 

leave the car in the city center. 

Three days later, the unlicensed 

teen was out and about when he 

was struck by a VW Tiguan in the 

right-side door. Konstantin pan-

icked and 

fled the sce-

ne, though he 

did manage 

to tell press 

that he 

blamed the 

Tiguan driver 

for the acci-

dent. The 

teenager is now looking at several 

charges, including fleeing the sce-

ne of an accident, as well as a 

pissed-off father, who, according 

to Konstantin, bought him the car 

as a gift. Oopsie, and thanks to 

bangshift.com for this depressing 

storyéñDoc, it Hurts When I do 

That.ò Arthur Lampettôs ó63 T-

bird suffered a catastrophic colli-

sion with a truck fifty-one years 

ago. He survived the collision, the 

Ford did not. While his broken 

hip was the main focus during his 

healing, something managed to 

slip past the doctors and didnôt 

make itself known until about ten 

years ago, when he set off a metal 

(Continued on page 7) 

This n That  

ample is easily the worst so far; it 

happened on a stretch of road in 

Colorado. There is little infor-

mation surrounding the events, but 

it is believed the owner only 

picked up the car from the dealer 

an hour before it ended up like 

this. Some information from the 

scene suggests the car skidded off 

the road near 

a bend and 

crashed head-

on into a tree. 

Fortunately, 

we hear no 

one was seri-

ously injured. 

The same 

canôt be said 

for the car; as 

the image shows; this 707-

horsepower muscle machine is 

likely to be a 

complete write-

off. The new 

Challenger SRT 

Hellcat obvious-

ly delivers per-

formance that 

will leave even 

those used to 

powerful cars 

awestruck, so 

this sad sight 

serves as an im-

portant reminder 

for buyers of 

such cars to al-

ways factor in 

OMG!!! This guy owned his 

Hellcat for an entire hour before 

totaling it showing off with his 

friends in the car. No one was se-

riously injured (a testament to the 

carôs construction), but it serves 

as undisputable proof that thereôs 

no real way to weed idiots out of 

the purchases of certain powerful 

rides. I just shudder to think 

whatôs going to happen when to-

dayôs ultra powered cars become 

used cars that are priced low 

enough for young, even more in-

experienced and testosterone-

fueled drivers can afford them. 

This time itôs a tree. Next time it 

could be me or you or your fami-

ly. These are the type of idiots 

who are going to ruin things for 

everyone else. UPDATE: Colora-

do State Patrol have revealed that 

the driver of the crashed 2015 

Challenger SRT Hellcat was 34-

year-old Lance Utley. He was 

traveling along Riverdale Road 

with two passengers when he lost 

control of the car and crashed into 

a tree. Authorities have confirmed 

that there were 

no injuries, and 

that they are 

charging the 

driver with care-

less driving. De-

liveries of the 

ó15 Challenger 

SRT Hellcat on-

ly commenced a 

month ago, but 

the injury toll is 

already mount-

ing. The crash 

involving this 

lime green ex-

http://stat.dealtime.com/DealFrame/DealFrame.cmp?bm=271&BEFID=96477&acode=281&code=281&aon=&crawler_id=1929691&dealId=XX_btvpV_LV4FagEO-ZmFA%3D%3D&searchID=&url=http%3A%2F%2Frover.ebay.com%2Frover%2F1%2F711-57618-1854-0%2F2%3Fkwid%3D1%26mtid%3D570%26crlp%3D1_
http://stat.dealtime.com/DealFrame/DealFrame.cmp?bm=271&BEFID=96477&acode=281&code=281&aon=&crawler_id=1929691&dealId=XX_btvpV_LV4FagEO-ZmFA%3D%3D&searchID=&url=http%3A%2F%2Frover.ebay.com%2Frover%2F1%2F711-57618-1854-0%2F2%3Fkwid%3D1%26mtid%3D570%26crlp%3D1_
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NLEYM74
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NLEYM74
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=automotive&keywords=2015%2Bdodge%2Bchallenger&linkCode=ur2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=automotive&keywords=2015%2Bdodge%2Bchallenger&linkCode=ur2

