
2015  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 17th 

UFebruary 21st 

UMarch 21st 

UApril 11th 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 20th 

UJuly 18th 

UAugust 15th 

USeptember 19th 

UOctober 17th 

UNovember 21st 

UDecember 19th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Due to a weather 

óeventô (snowstorm!), I 

received an e-mail can-

cellation prior to leaving 

for the meeting! I under-

stand there WAS a small 

meeting, before members 

fought to return home!  

 This month, Rich 

Wilson peeks at the 

Round2 UNCLE Spy 

car, and the Revell Rap-

tor snaptite. Thanks, 

Rich! 

òBig Go Eastó is Imminent!  

MAMA Sez is the official monthly publication of the Maryland Automotive Modelers Association.  Articles as attributed by author 

and source, and may be reprinted with proper credit given.  Opinions expressed are those of nobody of any importance.  Any corre-

spondence or contributions should be sent to:  Timothy Sickle, 15905 Ark Court, Bowie, Maryland 20716. 
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 Since I was not there, 

there was no Pontiac Pa-

rade display.  

 Iôve no idea what the 

raffle did, as 

a result of 

the afore-

mentioned e-

mail.  

 I donôt 

believe we 

even had a 

raffle, so, no 

need to 

thank ónon-existentô do-

nors! I will thank you all 

for the continued sup-

port, though! p 

 For those of you who 
missed former MAMA 

Prez Lyle Willitsô e-mail, 

it is my sad duty to report 

the passing of MAMA 

club member Pat Crit-

tenden in late February.  

 As you all know, Pat 

was fighting both lung 

and brain cancer.  

 As a matter of fact, 

the enclosed picture was 

taken by MAMA mem-

ber Ron Hamilton at the 

December meeting, when 

the club collected ap-

proximately $800 and 

donated 

it to Pat 

& his 

wife 

Bonnie, 

in an at-

tempt to 

help de-

fray 

medical 

bills.  

 God-

speed 

Patðyou 

will be 

sorely 

missed!p 

Condolences!  

MAMA Sez!  

ñSnowplow of the Rich and Famous?!ò  



Page 2 MAMA Sez! 

Round2/AMT Pira-

nha: The Man from 

UNCLE Spy Car  

 Whew!! Thatôs a big name for 

such a little car! I canôt remember 

the last time this kit was available 

other than the barely related Pira-

nha drag car, and you donôt see it 

in old collections either. I remem-

ber some 20 odd years ago read-

ing the story of the car. It was the 

idea of someone to offer it as a kit 

car, but it floundered from the 

start. I believe it was either Gene 

Winfield or Bud ñthe Catò An-

derson or both that aided in itsô 

design. Personally, I consider 

Gene ñthe True King of the Cus-

tomizersò and he is still at it to-

day! But AMT Corp. apparently 

bought all the rights and owner-

ship to the Piranha. As best I can 

remember, only like four fiber-

glass bodies were ever made and 

little else was ever done with 

those. Somebody made a tube 

frame with a mid-mounted Hemi 

and put part of one of them on it 

and made the drag car. In the early 

to mid 60ôs, Robert Vaughn and 

David McCallum starred in the hit 

TV spy show ñThe Man From 

UNCLEò (United Network Com-

mand for Law and Enforcement). 

It was as much a tongue in cheek 

adventure comedy as anything, 

but this car was never part of the 

show. It was only used in a feature 

length (UNCLE) movie made long 

after the show was canceled and it 

must have been a flop. Iôve seen 

the movie and it was pretty bad 

compared to the TV version and at 

that, the car didnôt get much more 

than 2-5 minutes 

on film. 

 There are 

116 parts in this 

kit, and of that 

61 are chromed 

with 44 bare 

plastic. The rest are tires and win-

dows. I remember it was original-

ly done in white plastic versus the 

blue it is now. I also remember 

painting it metallic blue and then 

gluing it together. It didnôt want to 

stay together mainly because I 

hadnôt removed the paint at the 

glue joints. But that would have 

spoiled the paint job; either way I 

was screwed. I eventually saved a 

few parts and tossed the rest. I still 

have the engine in my parts box 

today. I recommend that you as-

semble the basic body and interior 

and roof, sand, fill, prime and 

paint that much then insert the rest 

into it like you would with a ship 

in a bottle kit. Also Iôd lose all the 

óSpyô parts and build a reasonably 

nice sports car. 

 Engine: As if you didnôt 

know, itôs a built up Corvair 6-

cylinder boxer engine. The block, 

starter, fan housing, belt, and tur-

bo exhausts are blue plasticðall 

the rest is chrome. One of the 

shortcomings is the fan belt, 

which looks like itôs off a V-8. If 

you know óVair engines, you 

know how the belt should come 

off the crank pulley, up over the 

top of the engine to the fan blade, 

but not so in this kit. The turbos 

arenôt very accurately shaped ei-

ther. And the exhaust manifolds 

would scale out to 1.5 inches; not 

very big for an engine with twin 

turbos fed by two side draft We-

ber carbs. The pipes that go from 

there to the turbos look like your 

bathroom sink drain. But for all 

itsô shortcomings, itôs a neat little 

engine; I strongly recommend 

looking in your parts box or buy 

the recently available Corvair kit 

and fix/accurize this assembly. It 

does have nice finned/chromed 

valve covers and matching extra 

capacity oil pan. The silly parts 

are the propeller shafts with 3-

blade props that make a sharp 

right angle and seem to connect 

nowhere. 

 Chassis: There is none of the 

traditional type, so I guess the sus-

pension attaches much like that of 

the ñsuper carsò of today. There 

are nicely detailed A-arms and 

spindles/up-rights that mount on 

sub-frames with chromed spring 

shocks. Rack and pinion, tie rod 

and front sway bar finish the front 

off. The rear is similar but has a 

one-piece half-shaft. The rear has 

drum brakes (part of the wheel 

backs) I would assume, while the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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F-150 SVT Raptor  

the tailgate, rear bumper and mir-

rors. The mirrors get chrome in-

serts, but need to be partly painted 

the body color. The body needs 

several areas painted flat black to 

match the real thing. The hood 

inserts and grille are black plastic 

as well. This is just an observa-

tion, but wouldnôt these snaptite 

kits be more requested or sell-able 

if they were pre-painted like Rev-

ellsô Challenger, Corvette, and 

Audi kits of a similar skill level? 

 Tires/wheels: The wheels are 

chromed though it seems they 

should have the spokes painted 

black; I just donôt like that look. 

They scale out to 17 inches in di-

ameter while the tires scale out to 

34.375 inches and look fairly nice, 

but the tread depth isnôt very deep 

like one would expect for an off 

road-bound truck. Maybe Iôm be-

ing petty. To me they are spoiled 

by the lack of any sidewall letter-

ing either raised or tampo printed. 

 Decals: You can see the sum 

total of them in the box art, 

though the body needs a great deal 

of accent painting to really look 

good. Did I mention they are peel 

and stick? 

 

by: Rich Wilson p 

 This truck is such a popular 

vehicle that I thought Iôd pick one 

up, even though itôs a snaptite kit, 

to see whatôs inside and whether it 

could be modified to suit our 

tastes for more detail. The Raptor 

is available with only one engine, 

the 6.2 liter V-8. It seems to be 

based on the new Coyote engine 

family, but is modified from that 

found in the Mustang Boss 302. 

The chassis has a similar situation 

as well. We could substitute the 

chassis from the SVT Lightning 

kit, to build a hot rod, but it would 

need to be stretched significantly 

and all the suspension, front and 

rear, is totally different even from 

that in the Lindberg F-150 kit. The 

only practical thing to do is to 

build it out the box; which is cor-

rect from the pictures Iôve seen. If 

you do an Internet search, you can 

find tons of photos for inspiration. 

I found one that has the truck 

ñslammedò to the ground. As 

ñkoolò as it looks, it doesnôt make 

a whole lot of sense for a 4-wheel 

drive truck. If you need further 

convincing of itsô good (raptor-

ous) looks, check out the addition-

al pic (see page 7) I found!! 

Chassis: Two pieces are all 

there is, but it is fairly well de-

tailed. There are disc brakes for all 

four wheels. Internet pics can help 

you detail it if you like. I almost 

forgot about the tailpipe end that 

is chromed and definitely needs 

drilling out ala Larry Greenberg. 

Drilling new axle holes higher to 

lower it would be very easy, but 

Iôm just not sure if it makes sense 

if youôre going to take it off road. 

 Interior: There are eleven 

pieces all to-

gether and quite 

well detailed, 

three-

dimensionally. 

My only person-

al complaint 

would be that 

itôs all molded 

in black plastic. 

But that seems 

to be normal for skill level 1 kits, 

and there are two-tone patterns 

available to spruce it up a little 

that wouldnôt be hard to do. Being 

an extended cab, there is a second 

row seat that looks more like three 

bucket seats joined together. The 

front bucket seats are two-piece 

with great detailing. I couldnôt 

figure out what the square piece 

was until I looked at the instruc-

tions and discovered itôs the steer-

ing columnðoopsie. The dash is 

nicely detailed and gets two de-

cals; one being the computer 

screen. The automatic shifter han-

dle reminds me of the pistol grip 

handles in the Mopars of the ó70s. 

 Body: Itôs two pieces molded 

in red/orange plastic, but the bed 

snaps together with hooks remi-

niscent of earlier Revell pickup 

kits. The grille, headlight sockets 

and lenses all snap together with 

the body trapped between. But I 

like Revellsô choice for the glass. 

The windshield and skylight are 

one piece clear in a baggy, while 

the quarter and the rear windows 

are lightly ósmokedô in a second 

baggy. The taillights are clear red, 

but really need chrome foil behind 

them. The top edges of the bed are 

black plastic as is the inner part of 
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supply on Feb. 1st), Vera-

no (92 days) and Impala 

(65 days) was not signifi-

cantly higher than in re-

cent months. 

 A óGMCô spokesman 

declined to discuss the 

companyôs production 

plans. 

 Back in late January, 

óGMCô announced a stop-sale of 

some of its ó15 model year full-

size crossoversðincluding the 

Chevy Traverse, GMC Acadia 
and Buick Enclaveðover the 

possibility of treads cracking on 

their 18-inch Goodyear Fortera 

HL tires. Back then, óGMCô said 

that the issue would eventually 

result in a safety recall to address 

the issue, and NHTSA has now 

released details of the campaign. 

 To note, Goodyear has an-

nounced its own recall of the tires 

in late January after internal test-

ing found small cracks in tire 

tread. The tire maker said that the 

cracks didnôt present a safety is-

sue, but recalled the tires to com-

ply with federal laws. The cam-

paign covered an estimated 48,512 

tires, of which around 32,000 

were reportedly made for óGMCô 
to either be installed on vehicles 

or sold as replacements, while the 

remainder was sold in the after-

market. Number of vehicles af-

fected: 5,876 vehicles. 

 The problem: the tread in ve-

hicles equipped with 18-inch 

Goodyear Fortera HL tires could 

crack, resulting in a loss of pres-

sure and possible failure, thereby 

increasing the risk of a crash. 

 As such, the vehicles fail to 

 óGMCô is trimming produc-

tion at two of its car plants amid 

mounting dealer inventories, an 

effort to reduce stocks of the 

Chevy Sonic and Camaro, Regal 

and other models. 

 óGMCô scheduled downtime 

for March 9th-13th at its Orion 

Assembly plant in suburban De-

troit, where the Sonics and Vera-

nos are made, to adjust supply to 

demand, according to a plant 

worker and another person with 

knowledge of the schedule. 

 The Orion plant previously 

had scheduled a down week for 

April 6th-10th, also to trim excess 

inventory. 

 Meanwhile, the ñFlexò line at 

óGMCôsô Oshawa, Ontario, plant 

will be idled April 13th-17th, cut-

ting production of the Camaro, 

Regal, Cadillac XTS and Impala, 

one of the sources said. 

 The cutbacks come as car 

sales cool amid lower gas prices 

while demand for trucks and 

crossovers grows. Most of 

óGMCôsô production trims are for 

nameplates that are well into their 

life cycles and due for redesigns 

within the next year or two. 

 Inventories on most of them 

have grown in recent months. 

 On Feb. 1st, there was a 216-

day supply of Sonics on dealer 

lots or on the way to stores, the 

highest inventory level since it 

debuted in August 2011. The Re-

gal had a 213-day supply, up from 

96 days on Jan. 1st. Camaro in-

ventory was 131 days, up from a 

month earlier but lower than at the 

same time last year. 

 Inventory of the XTS (109-day 

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

comply with the requirements of 

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 

Standard (FMVSS) No. 110, ñTire 

Selection and Rims and Motor 

Home/Recreation Vehicle Trailer 

Load Carrying Capacity Infor-

mation for Motor Vehicles with a 

GVWR of 4,536 kilograms 

(10,000 pounds) or Less.ò 

 The fix: óGMCô will notify 

owners, and dealers will replace 

the tires that were manufactured 

within a specific date range free of 

charge. óGMCô has not yet provid-

ed a schedule by which it will no-

tify owners. 

 óGMCô is recalling 67,000 

2013-15 Cadillac ATS sedans to 

fix a problem with the power sun-

roof controls. 

 The problem: a vehicleôs sun-

roof can automatically close if the 

non-recessed switches are even 

slightly touched. The recall is be-

ing performed since the driver or 

passenger can activate the switch-

es with less force than allowed 

under federal safety standards. 

óGMCô found the problem in test-

ing an ATS in January. 

 The fix: óGMCô will notify 

owners of the recall and dealers 

will replace a switch trim plate in 

affected vehicles. Dealers have 

been instructed to stop selling the 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/01/gm-issues-stop-sale-of-lambda-crossovers-over-faulty-tires/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/chevrolet/traverse/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/gmc/acadia/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/buick/enclave/
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cars on their lots until they are 

fixed, while vehicles that are at 

the factory already received the 

repair. 

 óGMCô is recalling 2,062 ó15 

North American Chevy Cruzes to 

address a rollaway risk, and 

Chevy dealers have been issued a 

stop-delivery on the affected units 

until they have been repaired. 

 The problem: ñthe left-rear or 

right-rear parking brake cable 

brackets may not have been 

properly fastened during the as-

sembly processò, said NHTSA in 

its recall summary. ñAs a result, 

the fastening bolts may back out 

completely, causing the parking 

brake bracket to separate and the 

parking brake to not hold the vehi-

cle in place.ò 

 The issue increases the risk of 

a vehicle rollaway resulting in a 

crash. óGMCô isnôt aware of any 

crashes, injuries, or fatalities relat-

ed to this condition, which was 

discovered February 9th during a 

plant audit. 

 The fix: Chevy dealers will 

inspect affected vehicles and, if 

necessary, tighten both the left 

and right rear park brake cable 

bracket bolts. The repairs will be 

performed free of charge to the 

customer. 

 óGMCô is recalling 69,633 

MORE models of the 2006-07 

Malibu and G6 over an issue with 

the carsô power steering system. 

 The problem: in affected vehi-

cles, the electric power steering 

assist system can suddenly fail 

and increase driver effort to steer 

the vehicle, increasing the risk of 

(Continued from page 4) 

ôGovõtõ (contd) 

a crash. This is most perilous at 

low speeds when power steering is 

most helpful. 

 Note that this is an expansion 

of previous recall to cover addi-

tional vehicles. 

 The fix: óGMCô will notify 

owners and dealers will replace 

the torque sensor assembly in the 

power steering system. The re-

pairs will be conducted free of 

charge. 

 óGMCô is recalling approxi-

mately 64,000 Chevy Volts to im-

plement a fix that will limit the 

length of time that the car can be 

left idling, Automotive News re-

ports. The issue stems from the 

possibility of carbon monoxide 

build-up (?!) in enclosed spaces 

when Volt drivers forget to shut 

off the car, which can happen 

when the driver accidentally 

leaves the car on while itôs in elec-

tric mode. 

 Leaving it powered up in elec-

tric mode will eventually drain the 

battery and the gas engine will 

kick in. 

 ñIf the gas engine runs for a 

long period of time within an en-

closed space, such as a garage, 

carbon monoxide could build up,ò 

óGMCô said. 

 óGMCô informed Automotive 

News in a statement that it was 

aware of two injuries stemming 

from carbon monoxide exposure 

related to this issue. 

 The Volt is already pro-

grammed to emit a chime when 

the driver exits the car if it hasnôt 

been switched off, but the change 

to the Voltôs software will limit 

the time that the car can remain 

idling in the óonô position. This 

alteration to the software will be 

implemented at the dealer level 

once the software fix is ready. 

 This recall affects 50,249 

Volts in the US and another 

13,987 in Canada from the 2011-

13 model years. NHTSA hasnôt 

posted a recall notice to its web-

site as of March 13th, but óGMCô 

has already asked dealers to stop 

selling new or used Volts from 

those model years until the soft-

ware is updated. And yes, there 

are still several hundred new, un-

sold Volts from the 2013 model 

year. 

 Guess itôs back to óbusiness 

as usual at óGMCô (recalls!), 

eh?!  
 Now for a few new Stingray 

stories.  

 Thereôs normally few reasons 

to feel bad for the owner of a 

brand-new 650 horsepower super-

car, but we sympathize with the 

poor soul who walked out to find 

their ó15 C7 Corvete Z06 sitting 

on wooden blocks. 

 Corvette7 forum user Schlok 

posted the enclosed photo along 

with the following message: 

 ñHeads up fellow owners, 

someone stole my wheels in front 

of my GFôs apartment this morn-

ing! If anyone sees wheels for 

sale, let me know!ò 

 Some particularly brazen 

thieves showed up, probably at 

night or in the early hours of the 

morning, propped the car up on a 

wooden block and made off with 

tires belonging to a $78,000 su-

(Continued on page 12) 

2014 GMC Recall Ticker  

# of Recalls  
84 (?!)  

# of Vehicles Affected  
30,620,764  

http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/chevrolet/chevy-cruze/
http://autoweek.com/vehicles/gmc
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2015-chevrolet-volt-race-organizer-review
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150312/OEM11/150319938/gm-recalls-64000-volts-over-carbon-monoxide-risk
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150312/OEM11/150319938/gm-recalls-64000-volts-over-carbon-monoxide-risk
http://www.autonews.com/
http://www.autonews.com/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/02/2015-corvette-z06-first-drive/
http://www.corvette7.com/forums/showthread.php?p=8216264
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of reach for most, but at least the 

last-gen GT was within reasonable 

reach. It was still reasonably ac-

cessible and was a massively 

cheaper alternative to Ferrari, Por-

sche and Lambo while meeting 

them head-on at the track, ready to 

fight. That was a winning package 

back then, so what in the royal 

Hell changed in the last ten years 

that requires another $250K in-

vestment to keep up? Hereôs hop-

ing that the V6 blows everybodyôs 

This n That  

at $62,210 and the Stage 2 will 

run $92,210. The order books are 

now open at all Ford dealerships 

nationwideéóUnobtaniumô GT! 

The new Ford GT has a lot going 

for it: Great looks, a V6 (?!) with 

a racing pedigree, and heritage for 

miles. The biggest upset at the De-

troit show, it rolled out to a ton of 

fanfare, but two questions lin-

gered: how many, and how 

much? Fordôs new tactic is to 

keep mum on certain details, like 

horsepower figures, but in the 

case of the GT, one would think 

that in order to get the cars mov-

ing once production is up and run-

ning, Ford would want a waiting 

list handy. In order to buy a car, a 

price should probably be noted, 

and a lot of prospective buyers of 

a supercar like the GT want the 

power figures in hand before they 

sign up. Well, we only have the 

ñover 600 horsepowerò quote to 

go by, but at Geneva the price and 

production numbers were an-

nounced: 250 cars per year, 

which is reasonable enough. But 

Ford Performance director Dave 

Pericak said that they are targeting 

the Lamborghini Aventadorôs 

price. It starts at $397,500. We 

have a question: how can Ford 

justify a large jump in price to the 

supercar? At itôs highest in ó06, 

the last-gen Ford GT stickered for 

$149,995. We know that the mar-

ket for these high-end cars is out 

Pettyôs Garage Mustang! At the 

ó14 SEMA Show, Ford revealed a 

custom ó15 Mustang GT that was 

modified by Pettyôs Garageða 

tuning company owned by NAS-

CAR legend Richard Petty. Ap-

parently the car must have been 

well received, as Ford just an-

nounced that it has opened the or-

der books for 143 Pettyôs Garage 

Mustang GTs in two stages: The 

Stage 1 PGM GT will feature a 

host of mods. The exterior will 

carry exclusive front and rear fas-

cias, a center-exit exhaust, and a 

race-inspired spoiler. Inside, it 

will get embroidered headrests 

and floor mats, and it will feature 

Pettyôs signature on the dash-

board. Under the hood of the 

Stage 1 model, the Mustang GTôs 

5.0-liter V-8 has a Ford Racing/

Roush supercharger, a cold-air 

intake, custom engine calibration, 

and a Magnaflow exhaust to push 

the total output to 627 horsepow-

erða 192-horse boost over the 

base GT. Also added are 20-inch 

Pettyôs Garage HRE FlowForm 

wheels wrapped in Continental 

tires. The Stage 2 package adds in 

a Wilwood brake kit, a set of Pet-

tyôs Garage HRE three-piece 

forged aluminum wheels, and the 

same custom Tuxedo Black-on-

Petty Blue paint job we saw at SE-

MA. Ghosted into the paint on the 

C-pillars and hood is Pettyôs num-

ber 43. Of the 143 units offered, 

100 of them will be Stage 1 and 

43 will be Stage 2. As of February 

20, only 42 Stage 2 cars remain 

available, as AC/DC front man 

Brian Johnson ordered the first 
one. The Stage 1 car will check in 

doors off, because with that kind 

of price, it damn well better!é

The Last Veyron?! Ten years 

have passed since the first Bugatti 

Veyron came across our computer 

screensð10 years since we 

gasped at the power, torque and 

top speed. And now, a decade lat-

er, itôs production run is complete. 

The 450th example, a Grand 

Sport Vitesse with 1,183 hp 

dubbed ñLa Finale,ò will appear 

at the Geneva auto show in 

March, before heading to a private 

collection. Over 10 years ago, Bu-

gatti developers were given four 

goals: Build a car that could trans-

fer more than 1,000 PS (986 hp) 

to its wheels, go faster than 400 

km/h, get to 100 km/h (62 mph) in 

less than three seconds and be 

suitable for a night out at the 

opera. Lofty goals, for sure. The 

hardtop debuted in ó05. The first 

open-top version came out in ó08, 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2013-bugatti-veyron-grand-sport-vitesse-fitting-grand-finale
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2013-bugatti-veyron-grand-sport-vitesse-fitting-grand-finale
http://autoweek.com/auto-shows/geneva-motor-show


which will provide one 

lucky owner with a 

$7,500 prize package of 

parts and accessories for 

their Jeep. The Show ón 

Shine, which allows you 

to show off your tricked-

out Jeep, and the Ruff ón 

Tuff competition, which 

is for more eccentric 

owners looking to win 

Best Trail Ready and Most Mud, 

bring a fun twist to the party. All 

events will take place at Cooperôs 

Lake Campground in Slippery 

Rock, PA, except the parade. 

Bringinô your Jeep to the festival? 

You must register. Pre-registration 

is available online until May 17th. 

To learn more, go to  

www.bantamjeepfestival.coméñI

ôm Goinô to Ferrari World!!ò FW 

Abu Dhabi has proven to be a 

great success. The park, which 

claims to be the worldôs largest 

indoor park, has the worldôs fast-

est roller coast-

er, Formula 

Rosso, which 

launches like a 

jet off an air-

craft carrier be-

fore hitting a 

150 mph top 

speed. Itôs been 

so successful 

that a second 

one, Ferrari 

Land, is being 

T ôn T (contd) 

followed by the Super Sport and 

roadster in ó10 and finally the 

Grand Sport Vitesse in ó12. Un-

surprisingly, a customer in the 

Middle East bought the last car, 

which will be displayed in Geneva 

alongside Veyron chassis No. 1. 

Must be nice, eh?éJEEPERS! 

Jeep will be celebrating its 75th 

birthday at the Bantam Jeep Herit-

age Festival in Butler, PA, from 

June 12th-14th. The festival will 

pay homage to the Bantam Re-

connaissance Car (the worldôs 

first jeep) with a parade, rare 

models and off-road trails. The 

most anticipated event is the 

Guinness World Record parade. 

One Jeep from every year of pro-

duction (1940-2015) will lead the 

way, but altogether 2,000 Jeeps 

will drive a 3-mile route. After, 

Jeeps will line the streets of Butler 

for a party. ñOur fans have been 

asking for another parade since we 

set the first record in 2011, and we 

thought the Bantam Jeepôs 75th 

birthday was the perfect time to 

do it again,ò said Patti Jo Lambert, 

festival director. A history exhibit 

is also on the list, featuring the 

only remodeled BCR and a dozen 

rare Jeeps from the 40s. A World 

War II Encampment area contains 

more than 15 WWII Jeeps, shed-

ding light on what military life 

was like during the Jeep era. If 

you would rather get down and 

dirty, then the off- and on-road 

trails are for you. Put your skills 

to the test while navigating 

through mud, trees and other bar-

riers to explore the area. Fans can 

join the Ultimate Jeepers Contest, 

(Continued from page 6) 

planned for the PortAventura 

theme park in Spain. PortAventu-

ra is already the most popular des-

tination in Spain and sixth most 

popular in Europe. As expected, 

the theme is speed and a ton of 

red everywhere. Two highlights 

will be the standout feature: the 

tallest and fastest roller coaster 

in Europe, andéno, we arenôt 

making this upéa five-star luxu-

ry Ferrari-themed hotel shaped 

to look like the nose of an F1 

car. Ferrari Land is expected to 

occupy up to 18.5 acres of 

PortAventura and hotel booking is 

expected to start the end of the 

year (Thanks to autoweek.com, 

and other Internet sources for this 

insanity! Ya just canôt make some 

of it up!! Thanks also to those of 

you in the Peanut Gallery who 

have helped me entertain yôall by 

sending stuffðI ópreciate it!) p 
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