
2015  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 17th 

UFebruary 21st 

UMarch 21st 

UApril 11th 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 20th 

UJuly 18th 

UAugust 15th 

USeptember 19th 

UOctober 17th 

UNovember 21st 

UDecember 19th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 
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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 I think ócabin feverô 

finally got the better of 

NUMEROUS MAMA 

modelers last month as 

we saw members we 

hadnôt seen in like, forev-

er, including but not lim-

ited to ñRobo Joeò At-

well (formerly ñJoe the 

Hatò), Bill Geary, Jerry 

Flynn, George Open-

hym, and Ron Roberts! 

Nice to see some of the 

óol gang!  

òBig Go Eastó is Here!  
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 Since I WAS there, so 

was the Pontiac Parade.  

 The raffle raised 

$121.00, while the door 

kicked in an additional 

$186.00 (!). We MORE 

than made the rentð

thanks!  

 Thanks to the raffle 

donors: Brad, Steve M. 

Buter, Mike Costic,  

Matt Guilfoyle, Rich 

Meany, Bradleyôs Car 

Collectibles, and Repli-

cas & Miniatures Co. of 

MD (Feb.), AND Brad, 

Ed Brown, Steve M. 

Buter, Ron Hamilton, 

Rich Meany, George 

Openhym, Nick Sickle, 

Don Stone, Rex Turner, 

Bradleyôs Car Collecti-

bles, and Replicas & 

Miniatures Co. of MD 

(Mar.). Thanksðwe 

ópreciate it!  

 NNL East is up next 

weekðbe there! p 

 As you know, the 

25th Anniversary GSL 

International Scale Ve-

hicle Championship and 

Convention will be pre-

sented in Salt Lake City, 

April 30 to May 3. 

GSLMCC will be a great 

event filled with the best 

scale vehicles in compe-

tition anywhere 

(including a few long-

term projects!), three 

days of skill seminars, a 

trade show, tours of the 

International Model Car 

Buildersô Museum to-

gether with a museum 

seminar, a museum-

benefit auction, and a 

special early Saturday 

afternoon seminar on the 

history and future of 

GSL together with the 

Sunday morning awards 

ceremony where a new 

tradition in awards will 

be inaugurated. Of par-

ticular note is a major 

seminar on the history of 

the Fisher Body Crafts-

manship Guild accompa-

nied by a contest hall dis-

play where a good num-

ber of historic Guild 

models will be on display 

with their builders! 

 Please check out the 

details of the 25th Anni-

versary event on the 

website at http://

www.gslchampionship.or

g/ which contains all of 

the info: check back on 

the ñNewsò page, linked 

from the home page, 

from time-to-time for 

updated information on 

the Anniversary Champi-

onship. 

 If you have any ques-

tions, please contact 

Mark S. Gustavson di-

rectly at 

msgsl@xmission.com (be 

sure to put ñGSL"ñ in  the 

subject line). p 

GSLMCC!  
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multi-piece 

chromed head-

ers, chromed 

two-carb intake, 

a chromed and 

finned Offen-

hauser valve 

cover and two 

bell shaped air 

cleaners. The 

ñratò motor 

builds one wayðblown. You get 

a beautiful chromed/finned deep 

oil pan, three-piece blower with 

Enderle injector scoop, and multi-

piece long tube headers. The 

block is non-descript, and the 

heads are even worse and should 

be replaced. 

 Chassis: The stock built chas-

sis uses 16 parts while the hot rod 

or drag version uses eight addi-

tional parts. The front axle has 

separate tie rod and multi-piece 

steering linkage and chromed high 

arched springs to get the nose in 

the air; Gasser style. The rear axle 

gets traction bars and tube shocks. 

Of interest is the radiator that gets 

mounted in reverse for the rat mo-

tor version. I like that the running 

boards are part of the chassis. 

While the rear tires/wheels mount 

with a wire axle, the fronts seem 

to have to be glued in position. 

 Tires/Wheels: Of course they 

are the newer tires that Round2 

has been producing the last sever-

al years. Four Firestone skinnies 

with raised lettering on one side 

and wide white on the other. Two 

Goodyear Bluestreak drag slicks 

are included. But this is where it 

gets confusing to me. There is a 

set of steelies that look correct for 

 This is of course a re-issue 

originally introduced around 1970 

(maybe earlier); itôs hard to re-

member. Initially, it was the road-

ster or convertible version. Thatôs 

the one I bought at the time, if on-

ly because it was a new kit. I nev-

er thought the car was very attrac-

tive, but I met a guy yesterday that 

thought it was the best looking 

Chevy EVER, and that he had a 

closet full of these kits. I think the 

convertible has never been re-

issued, or at least not for a long 

time. For those that donôt know, it 

was nicknamed ñStoveboltò be-

cause it was strong, reliable, and 

very well built; like a bolt in an 

old fashioned wood stove (Ed. 

Note: Not like nowadays, eh?). 

The Chevy straight six may not 

have been very powerful or glam-

orous, but it had overhead valves 

when everybody else was still 

building flatheads. With 182 

parts, you sure get a whole bunch 

of parts for the price. Even with 

the silhouette on the bottom of the 

box, I was unable to tell if all the 

stock parts were in this kit. Iôm 

glad to say they are, since thatôs 

what I intend to build. Thereôs 

such a diverse group of parts that 

almost any type of car can be built 

out of the box. I have to laugh at 

myself because as I look over the 

parts, I see parts that I still have 

but didnôt remember where they 

came from. 

 Engines: Yes there are TWO; 

a big block and a straight six. Itôs 

quite detailed with 20 parts just 

for the stock version, including a 

two-piece horn; strange place to 

put it. To hop up the six there are 

the late thirties and a set of dog-

dish caps for them. Fine, no prob-

lem so far. The steelies have the 

correct axle hub for the front and 

no axle stub for the rear. The 

Cragar S/S mags are worth the 

price of the kit by themselves. 

They have the correct style rim 

and S/S center cap. The center cap 

alone makes these one in a million 

perfect. Also fine so far. The 

fronts get chrome rings for the 

back of the tires, while the rear 

gets chromed backing plates. They 

seem to be done so you will see 

chrome between the spokes when 

assembled; really kool. But there 

is a pair of chromed wheel rims 

for the outside of the front tires, 

but the centers are smooth and 

flat. Iôve never seen anything like 

them and they arenôt shown in the 

instructions. The chromed wheel 

backs are also used for the rear 

tires of the stock and custom ver-

sions regardless of whether you 

use the steelies or the Cragars. Are 

you taking notes? In addition, 

there are two rings (not chromed) 

that go between the Cragars and 

the chromed wheel backs for the 

rear tires, regardless of tire choice. 

If you arenôt confused yet (as I 

am) there are two thin discs Ĳ 

(Continued on page 3) 

R2/AMT ôStoveboltõ 
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rolled and pleated to match 

the rest of the custom interior 

and it gets a chromed set of 

gauges. Thereôs two shifters, two 

steering wheels and a hand brake. 

A three point roll bar and a shoul-

der harness finish up a rather plain 

interior either way. 

 Body/Glass: As has become 

the norm for Round2 (thank you 

very much), we get the clear parts 

in clear and amber; lenses and 

custom hood included. Which 

brings up another pointðI still 

have my ó37 Chevy convertible 

and itsô stock hood is one piece as 

opposed to the one in this kit be-

ing two pieces. All four fenders 

are separate pieces and there are 

two custom grilles and the stock 

one as well. Personally, I prefer 

the stock bumpers since they donôt 

have the little bumperettes. The 

convertible boot has never been 

removed for this coupe kit. The 

custom version gets a huge tail-

light thatôs totally out of character. 

Itôs like something G. (em) Barris 

would come up with. And the un-

plated side pipes are just as bad. 

There is a set of cus-

tom bumperettes that 

Chebby (contd)  

are worth saving for a ó60s custom 

if you donôt use them here. Iôm 

impressed with the radiator braces 

that are included as well as the 

chromed windshield divider. The 

stock taillights will need a spot of 

clear red paint. The headlights are 

clear pieces, but I have always 

liked the Lucas lights and they 

should add a special touch to the 

custom version. 

 Extras: There are the now 

customary things like the minia-

ture box, but now there is a sepa-

rate color/paint chart. Round2, it 

seems, has included a decal sheet 

as big as the box that has every 

decal this kit has had in all the 

various re-issues of the past. 

Thereôs TWO chrome trees sepa-

rated by tissue paper and the plat-

ing is excellent. I like the fact that 

Round2 includes/restores ALL the 

various parts from past years. If 

this kit has any shortcomings, they 

are small and not Round2sô fault. 

Iôm a Ford and Mopar fan, but this 

is a must have kit; at least one.  

by: Rich Wilson  p 

inches in diameter, smooth on 

both sides that are bigger than the 

wheels and no instructions on 

what to do with them. As Yosemi-

te Sam said, ñIôm athinkinô and 

my head hurtsò. 

 Interior: Well, itôs the one 

piece bucket type, so the door en-

graving is very light, and you may 

remember that the package shelf is 

rolled and pleated that extends to 

the floor as well. You get bucket 

seats to match the rear of the inte-

rior for the custom/drag version or 

a three-piece mostly smooth 

bench seat for the stock. Ron 

ñThe plastic Pusherò Bradley 
explained to me that he used to 

own a car years ago just like this, 

a business coupe. The bench seat 

should be a split seat for access 

behind the seat and the included 

cover that goes from the seat to 

the rear window should hinge up 

as well. There are two dashes, 

stock and custom; both need gaug-

es that arenôt included on the de-

cal sheet. The custom dash is 

(Continued from page 2) 

Happy 83rd Birthday, to the Ford Flathead V8! 
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whether óGMCô had suf-

ficient knowledge of any 

defects such as the defec-

tive ignition switches to 

warrant disclosure to him 

back in ó09 before old 

GM was given the shield 

and allowed to go broke,ò 

noted the report. 

 The Judge is not ex-

pected to levy a final decision for 

weeks. 

 Just when it seemed as if the 

major fireworks surrounding 2.6 

million defectiveðand in some 

cases deadlyðóGMCô ignition 

switches were starting to fade, two 

lawyers at the heart of the case 

said a new round of drama will 

soon take place. 

 Lance Cooper and Jere 

Beasley, two attorneys who have 

handled lawsuits involving the 

defective ignition switches, say a 

fresh round of litigation has un-

covered proof that óGMCô active-

ly tried to cover up the problem 

switches. 

 If the allegations are true, they 

would run counter to the conclu-

sion of óGMCsô internal investiga-

tion, which blamed incompetence 

as the primary reason the au-

tomaker approved the use of 

faulty ignition switches, and then 

was slow to recall them once it 

learned of accidents. 

 óGMCô did not immediately 

respond to CNBCôs request for 

comment on the allegations. 

 In the conference call with re-

porters on recently, Cooper said 

the evidence to support his allega-

tion will come out when the first 

class action lawsuit surrounding 

 óGMCô must be reeling with a 
sickening sense of d®j¨ vu. The 

Detroit Free Press reports the 

company is back in bankruptcy 

court, facing the same judge that 

oversaw its bankruptcy proceed-

ings in ó09. 

 The company is in court to 

determine whether it has a 

ñfinancial shieldò from lawsuits 

and pending litigation levied at 

vehicles, mostly ignition-switch-

recalls, prior to its official bank-

ruptcy in mid-ô09. 

 If óGMCô wins, it will only 

have to face lawsuits dealing with 

ñnew GMò vehiclesïany lawsuits 

aimed at ñold GMò will no longer 

be the problem of ñNew GMò. To 

be clear, the company will still 

have to face all of the post-bailout 

lawsuits. This legal battle will on-

ly determine whether the company 

will be liable for ñold GMò vehi-

cles and perceived wrongdoing. 

 If the plaintiffs win, ñnew 

GMò will be considered liable for 

the actions of ñold GMò and will 

be open to paying billions more 

in potential lawsuits and legal 

fees. 

 The plaintiffs will be arguing 

on behalf of thousands of óGMCô 

customers who own vehicles that 

were recalled last year for a wide 

variety of defects and malfunc-

tions, including the all-

encompassing ignition switch re-

call. Those customers have sued 

óGMC,ô claiming they lost value 

on their vehicles. Some of those 

customers are also suing for per-

sonal injury and even deaths in 

relation to the defects. 

 ñJudge Gerber must determine 

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

the defective switches takes place 

in January. 

 Attorneys are already in the 

midst of discovery and are ex-

changing documents. Later this 

year, Cooper said he expects for-

mer and current óGMCô engineers 

and executives to be deposed 

about what they knew regarding 

the faulty switches. 

 ñBeginning in May and run-

ning throughout the end of the 

year, depositions of all important 

óGMCô witnesses will be taken, 

including high-level execs,ò he 

said. 

 Itôs unclear if Mary Barra will 

be deposed as part of the class ac-

tion case. Barra took over as chief 

exec shortly before the automaker 

announced the first round of re-

calls involving defective switches. 

She has maintained throughout the 

controversy that she did not know 

about the faulty parts until shortly 

before the first recall was an-

nounced in February ó14. Plausi-

ble denial, eh?!  
 The óGMCô internal investiga-

tion also concluded Barra did not 

know about accidents related to 

defective ignition switches prior 

to becoming CEO that January. 

 In June, during an interview 

on NBCôs ñTODAYò show, she 

(Continued on page 5) 
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said, ñI really donôt think it was a 

cover-up.ò 

 More than a year after 

óGMCôsô ignition switch recall 

burst into the spotlight óGMCô is 

still feeling the effects. As we 

know now it all started with Mark 

Hood, an engineer from Florida, 

and his discovery that the ignition 

switch he salvaged from Brooke 

Meltonôs car was different from a 

new ignition with the exact same 

part number. Brooke died tragical-

ly in March ó10 behind the wheel 

of her Cobalt, on her 29th birth-

day. 

 In mid-March, óGMCô finally 

settled its second and final lawsuit 

with the family that brought the 

whole recall to light. The terms of 

the settlement have not been re-

vealed. 

 One of the Meltonôs lawyers, 

Lance Cooper, originally con-

fronted switch-designer Ray De-

Giorgio in April ó13 and five 

months later, as Cooper was pre-

paring to depose more óGMCô em-

ployees, the company agreed to a 

$5 million settlement. 

 Why the second lawsuit? After 

óGMCô went public with the recall 

in February ó14, the Meltonôs filed 

another lawsuit accusing óGMCô 

of fraud when settling the first 

lawsuit and of ñknowingly selling 

defective vehiclesò. 

 Even with the Melton case 

now settled, again, óGMCô is still 

facing thousands of potential 

claims in relation to the switches. 

 The Feinberg compensation 

fund has received ñ4,343 claims, 

including 478 deaths and 291 cat-

(Continued from page 4) 

ôGovõtõ (contd) 

astrophic injuries. Feinberg has 

deemed 64 death claims, 11 cata-

strophic injuries and 97 injuries as 

eligible for payments so far, with 

1,571 claims still under review,ò 

according to AN. 

 While óGMCô earned healthy 

profits during the fourth quarter of 

ó14 as well as for the full calendar 

year, its European division contin-

ued to post ever-greater financial 

losses. 

 During Q4 ó14, óGMCô posted 

a pre-tax profit of $2.4 billion, up 

$500 million compared to the 

third quarter of ó13. Spurred by 

stronger pricing in major markets 

and robust sales of pickups and 

SUVs in North America, the re-

sults represent óGMCôsô best 

fourth quarter since emerging 

from bankruptcy in ó09. For the 

full ó14 calendar year, pre-tax 

profit was $6.5 billion, down $2.1 

billion compared to calendar year 

ô13 due to recall-related expendi-

tures. 

 But as óGMCô as a whole 

posted notable growth, its Europe-

an operations continued to post 

significant losses, bleeding more 

money in ó14 than in ó13. óGMCô 

Europe posted a $393 million loss 

during Q4 ó14, a loss increase of 

7 percent or $27 million over Q4 

13. 

 For the full ó14 calendar year, 

óGMCô Europe posted a $1.37 bil-

lion loss, a loss increase of 52 per-

cent, or $471 million. 

 óGMCô CFO Chuck Stevens 

attributed the losses to the eco-

nomic troubles experienced affect-

ing Russia, where a weaker ruble 

and slumping economy has made 

it more challenging for consumers 

to pay for new vehicles, resulting 

in slowing new vehicle sales. 

óGMCô sells vehicles from its 

Chevy, Cadillac, and Opel brands 

in the country. 

 ñAs we go through ó15, Russia 

will continue to be a headwind,ò 

Stephens said to reporters in early 

February at óGMCôsô headquarters 

in Detroit. ñBut weôve taken and 

will continue to take aggressive 

action to mitigate those issues.ò 

 To mitigate the situation in 

Russia, óGMCô has laid off plant 

workers and will suspend its man-

ufacturing operations at its plant 

in St. Petersburg for roughly two 

months. The automaker has also 

adjusted prices of its vehicles to 

offset the devaluation of the ruble. 

 Comprised of Opel and Vaux-

hall brands, óGMCô Europe has-

nôt turned a profit for well over a 

decade. Since emerging from 

bankruptcy in ó09, the automaker 

has been working to turn around 

the divisionôs financial fortunes. 

In ó13, the firm was working to-

wards breaking in the region in 

ó15, and becoming profitable in 

ó16. But in December, óGMCô Eu-

rope chief, Karl-Thomas Neu-

mann, stated that the ó16 profit 

target was threatened by economic 

challenges. Meanwhile, óGMCô 

CFO Stevens reiterated the ó16 

profitability objective. 

 Meanwhile, óGMCô India sold 

4,320 Chevys in February ó15, a 

23 percent drop compared to the 

5,607 units sold during February 

ó14. 

 In typical óGMCô fashion, the 

automaker attributes the drop to 

factors outside of its control. 

When all else fails, blame some-

one else. Typical, eh?  

 ñThe discontinuation of excise 

duty benefits has impacted the in-

(Continued on page 11) 
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pers on dealer lots. It also will 

offer $15,000 coupons to recent 

Viper buyers to trade their ó13 or 

ó14 Viper on another one or to buy 

an additional Viper (?!), and it 

will open Viper sales to all Dodge 

dealers. In addition, Dodge will 

market it with the rest of the 

brandôs lineup, treating the 640-hp 

car as a halo caréGold-Plated 

GT-R?! Close. All GT-Rs are spe-

cial: They best cars costing twice 

as much and look like real-life 

transformers. For ó16, buyers can 

get an even more special, 45th 

Anniversary Gold Edition GT-R, 

painted in a color comically called 

Silica Brass (borrowed from the 

R34, M-Spec model). ñFewer 

thanò 30 of the special edition are 

slated for the US. Theyôll cost 

$102,770ðthatôs $1,000 on top of 

the Premium trim price. The price 

of the Black Edition ($111,510) 

and Nismo ($149,990) remain un-

changed from last year. It comes 

with a gold-tone VIN plate under-

hood and a special commemora-

tive plaque on the center console. 

And, thatôs about it. Resale value 

and bragging rights will be posi-

tively affected by the limited-

edition model. Seriously. The only 

other additions for ó16 are an ad-

ditional five hp for the Premium 

and Black models, and new 20-

spoke wheels. But again, the pric-

es are the same so, no problems. 

The lower two trims now run with 

550hp. A six-speed dual-clutch 

transmission sends power to any 

corner the computer deems fit, 

and everything is slowed with 

Brembo six-piston fronts and four

-piston rears. All get Nissanôs Bil-

stein DampTronic adjustable 

shocks that switch from comfort 

(Continued on page 7) 

This n That  

cording to Allpar.com, which re-

ported the news. FCA US con-

firmed the suspension but didnôt 

specify how long it would last. 

Demand for the pair of 707hp cars 

has wildly exceeded projections, 

and their limited availability has 

frustrated dealers and would-be 

buyers. Several weeks ago, FCAôs 

top US spokesman criticized óa 

handfulô of dealers for engaging 

in óunscrupulousô and potentially 

illegal behavior by taking orders 

they may be unable to fill. Dodge 

dealers have delivered 2,200+ 

Hellcatsðsome at well above 

stickerðbut Dodge brand head 

Tim Kuniskis told Automotive 

News recently that the company 

had received 9,000+ orders. 

Thatôs double the annual sales for 

which FCA had planned. Most of 

Dodgeôs 2,300 US dealers were 

told they may get no more than 

one a month, yet some have taken 

orders for dozens, or even hun-

dreds. Some have asked for non-

refundable deposits of up to 

$5,000. Meanwhile, Vipers just 

got cheaper. WTF?!? Dodge will 

cut $15,000 from the sticker price 

of the more than 600 unsold Vi-

Limited Shelbys?! Ford may put 

an annual cap on Shelby GT350  

productionð5,000 per year for 

the GT350, and a mere 500 

GT350Rs per yearðat least ac-

cording to info leaked by a Ford 

dealer and posted to the Mus-

tang6g.com forum. The dealerôs 

info also suggests that the pair 

will get a five-year production 

run; if true, the 27,500-car run 

would positively dwarf Boss 302 

production, which capped out at a 

stated 4,000 cars/year for two 

years (actual production may have 

been slightly higher). Of course, 

since Ford will be selling the new 

Mustang worldwide, this limited 

run may have to be shared by a 

much larger pool of potential buy-

ers. Beyond production, thereôs a 

lot we still donôt know about the 

GT350sðincluding price, exact 

output and fuel economy (as if 

anyone cares). For now, we know 

that the GT350 gets óat least 

500hpô courtesy of a 5.2-liter flat-

plane crank mated to a six-speed 

manual transmission. The 

GT350R keeps that engine but 

loses óat leastô 130 pounds by 

shedding A/C, an audio system, 

rear seat and more. The Mus-

tang6g forum has a fairly solid 

history of providing accurate info. 

So get that deposit ready if you 

want to avoid the fate of all those 

prospective Hellcat owners stuck 

on lengthy waitlistséSpeakinô of 

Hellcats! Fiat Chrysler Automo-

biles has stopped taking orders 

for Challenger and Charger SRT 

Hellcats so it can work through a 

lengthy backlog. Order-taking is 

expected to resume in August, ac-

http://allparnews.com/index.php/2015/03/hellcat-ordering-suspended-27994
http://allparnews.com/index.php/2015/03/hellcat-ordering-suspended-27994
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/ford-shelby-gt350-mustang-revealed-500-hp-magnetic-suspension
http://www.mustang6g.com/forums/showthread.php?t=18920
http://www.mustang6g.com/forums/showthread.php?t=18920
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/mustang-boss-302-always-supposed-be-quick-run-fields-says
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/mustang-boss-302-always-supposed-be-quick-run-fields-says
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/ford-shelby-gt350-mustang-revealed-500-hp-magnetic-suspension
http://autoweek.com/article/detroit-auto-show/ford-reveals-shelby-mustang-gt350r-detroit-auto-show
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/dodge-stops-taking-challenger-and-charger-hellcat-orders-due-huge-demand
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/dodge-stops-taking-challenger-and-charger-hellcat-orders-due-huge-demand
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2015-dodge-challenger-srt-hellcat-first-drive
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2015-dodge-charger-srt-hellcat-first-drive
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2015-dodge-charger-srt-hellcat-first-drive


tion line in Dearborn. It was a 

humble 60hp affair that would be-

come the mechanical platform for 

the high performance industry to 

grow from. The venerable engine 

was a revolutionary piece in that it 

brought then exotic eight cylinder 

power to the masses. Prior to the 

Ford V8 being mass produced, the 

only real way to get your hands on 

a óbent 8ô was from an expensive 

coach built domestic or even more 

expensive high end import. With 

the V8, Ford sent the worldôs 

thirst for horsepower into over-

drive. The number of companies 

and careers launched by this sin-

gle engine has to outnumber near-

ly anything else in the history of 

hot rodding. Edelbrock, Duntov, 

Weiand, Herbert, and dozens 

more built whole companies 

around parts for the engine. Three 

men were largely responsible for 

secretly taking one of Henry 

Fordôs ideas and making it a reali-

ty. Their names are Carl 

Schmaltz, Ray Lard, and Mil Zo-

erlein. Totally behind the back of 

Fordôs upper management, these 

guys became obsessed with mak-

ing the idea of a V8 block made of 

a single casting, come to life. To 

that point in history V8s were 

made of banks of cylinders bolted 

together or similarly mounted. 

The mono-block casting is what 

allowed for the price to reach the 

point that an average Joe could 

buy one. Outside of the engineer-

ing the three men named above 

did, brilliant Ford casting engineer 

Charles Sorensen actually de-

signed the methodology to create 

what the others dreamed up. The 

engine continues to be loved by 

hot rodders, despite a myriad of 

shortcomings and famously, Ron 

T ôn T (contd) 

to normal to R for race. The same 

three-mode system works on the 

stability control system, though 

Nissan notes that ñdamage result-

ing from racing, competitive driv-

ing, track and/or airstrip use not 

covered by warranty.ò Weôd say 

donôt risk it with the launch con-

trol function, which necessitates 

turning off the VDC, but damn if 

itôs not the most fun you can have 

in a non-racing vehicle. The top 

Nismo trim bumps power to 

600hp, gets a stiffer suspensionð

still adjustableðreduced weight, 

welding for increased rigidity and 

Nismo-tuned aerodynamics to add 

downforce. A dry (?!) carbon fiber 

rear spoiler requires special atten-

tion for care and cleaning. The 

only option on the Nismo is the 

titanium exhaust, assembled and 

installed with the rest of the car in 

Tochigi, Japan. If you want one, 

act now. Youôll want to get into 

one as soon as possible. You 

wonôt be disappointed. Unless you 

want a car thatôs not insanely awe-

some, in which case, get a Camry. 

Special edition fever!éHappy 

BôDay, Flathead! March 9th was 

the 83rd birthday of the Ford V8!

Weôd be remiss if we didnôt rec-

ognize one of the coolest gearhead 

birthdays in the world. On March 

9th 1932, the first Ford V8 en-

gines began rolling off the produc-

(Continued from page 6) 

Mainôs ñFlatfireò streamliner ran 

302mph at Bonneville about 10 

years ago with a 301ci blown flat-

head that made about 700hp. We 

believe that this is probably the 

most powerful flathead ever 

builtéCHEAPER VWs?!? VW 

is moving closer to the debut of a 

new Chinese budget brand. Plans 

to introduce a new marque below 

VW in the Chinese market, where 

VW has had a presence since ó82, 

were announced three years ago 

by VW CEO Martin Winterkorn. 

A target price of $6,500 to $7,600 

for the new brandôs first vehicle 

has been announced, and the de-

sign was reportedly finalized last 

year. VW execs previously dis-

closed more work to be done to 

trim costs for the carôs target 

price. No word on the name of the 

new brand, or whether it will 

eventually be offered outside Chi-

na. VW also builds Skodas in Chi-

na, a brand that was once at the 

bottom of the price ladder. In re-

cent years Skoda has followed 

VW offerings upmarket with the 

debut of larger and more luxurious 

vehicles such as the Yeti and the 

Superb, leaving an entry-level gap 

at the niche of the market that do-

mestic Chinese manufacturers 

have exploited. VWôs new budget 

brand will follow Nissanôs return 

of the Datsun brand to certain 

world markets, a venture that has 

experienced limited success in 

markets where it was introduced, 

which have not included China  

(Thanks to autoweek.com, and 

other Internet sources for this 

insanity! Ya just canôt make some 

of it up!! Thanks also to those of 

you in the Peanut Gallery who 

have helped me entertain yôall by 

sending stuffðI ópreciate it!) p 
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Page 8 MAMA Sez! 

 OK gang, have you all missed 

this column, conceived and 

brought to you almost entirely by 

our own Matt Guilfoyle? Well, get 

comfortable, and let him tell ya 

about some neat new stuff!  

 Best Model Car Parts (or, 

BMCP for short) offers resin 

parts/kits as well as printed dash-

board gauges and license plate 

sets (all photos courtesy of Best 

Model Car Parts). 

 Owner Mike Hanson offers 

various license plate sets for all 50 

states as well as several Canadian 

Provinces. For Maryland, they 

offer different options for 1955-59 

(3 series offered) and current (3 

Station Wagon: This is a conver-

sion for the Galaxie Limited 1948 

Chevy kit (either the Sedan Deliv-

ery or the Sedan kit can be used 

as the donor). The kit consists of 

19 pieces, and retails for  $54.00. 

 1951 Chevy Station Wagon: 

This is a conversion for the AMT 

1951 Chevy to transform it into an 

8-passenger wagon. The kit con-

sists of 25 pieces, and retails for 

$62.00.  

 As you can see by the photos, 

no chrome is included. That 

means a chroming service, or a 

session with Alclad is in order.  

 Please allow up to two to three 

weeks for shipping of resin items, 

although he will ship as soon as 

possible. Shipping is $9.00 to 

USA addresses, $18.00 interna-

tional. Items will be very well 

packed and double boxed for a 

safe shipment! They declare actu-

al value for customs paperwork on 

all international orders. Oh, and he 

accepts Paypal.  

 While on the subject, Kitchen 

Table Resins (Ken Kitchen) pro-

duces a straight 8 for the Pontiac. 

Contact info is included.  

 As always, if you hear about 

something of possible interest to 

your fellow club members, by all 

(Continued on page 9) 

Model Buffet  
series offered). 

Each set offers 

five different 

options. Plates 

are printed on 

durable, high 

quality glossy 

paper. The price 

is $2.49 per set. 

 The dash-

board gauge sets 

are printed on 

durable, high 

quality glossy 

paper, and sell for $2.49 each. 

Shown is the 1949 Ford set for the 

AMT kit. Note they have included 

the horn button graphic. 

 BMCP resin conversion kits 

and parts are cast in white resin. 

 They offer several different 

conversions for the Revell 1950 

Olds Club 

Coupe kit. 

 1952 

Pontiac Station 

Wagon: The kit 

consists of 27 

pieces and in-

clude a dash-

board gauge set, 

retailing for 

$62.00.  

 1950 

Oldsmobile Sta-

tion Wagon: 

The kit consists 

of 16 pieces, 

and retails for 

$50.00.  

 1949 

Olds Coupe 

conversion: The 

kit consists of 7 

pieces, and re-

tails for $29.00. 

 1948 

Chevy Woody 
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