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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Last monthôs meeting 

was well attended. We 

discussed the annual 

Toys for Tots drive, and 

inclement weather poli-

cy. Specifically, if PG 

county has a snow emer-

gency in effect, there will 

be NO meeting!  

 We also discussed 

fellow modeler ñNY 

Johnò Agugliaroôs un-

expected passing.  

 Thanks to MAMAôs 

Turkey Dayõs Almost Here!  
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2015 Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 17th 

UFebruary 21st 

UMarch 21st 

UApril 11th 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 20th 

UJuly 18th 

UAugust 15th 

USeptember 19th 

UOctober 17th 

UNovember 21st 

UDecember 19th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 

Boy Matt G for his 

Alclad demo display. Re-

member, if thereôs some-

thing you wanna see, say 

something!  
 Rich Wilson this 

month takes a peek at the 

Revell Starsky & Hutch 

Torino, while  Ron Rob-

erts builds the Round2 

1972 Chevy Blazer 

óCrew Chiefôðthanks, 

guys! 

 The Pontiac Parade 

was present.  

 The raffle raised 

$65.00, while the door 

kicked in additional 

$82.00ða bit shy L ! 

 Thanks to the raffle 

donors: Brad, Ed Brown, 

Steve M. Buter, Mike 

Costic, Matt Guilfoyle, 

Ron Hamilton, Rich 

Meany, Bradleyôs Car 

Collectibles and Repli-

cas & Miniatures Co. of 

MD.  We ópreciate it! p 

 George Barris, the 

original King of the Kus-

tomizers, the man whose 

drive and vision nurtured 

and promoted the art of 

the custom car and 

whose shop built some of 

the most iconic TV and 

movie cars ever made, 

passed away in early No-

vember of a brain tumor. 

He was 89. 

 He is best known for 

the Batmobile, the Mun-

ster Koach and the iconic  

Raiders Coach, while 

Barris Customs cranked 

out famous 

film and TV 

cars for dec-

ades. 

 It all started with the 

customs, though. 

 While there may have 

eventually been custom 

cars without Barris, they 

probably wouldnôt have 

been as cool and they 

certainly wouldnôt have 

been as widely known as 

they became. Barrisô 

shop in Lynwood was the 

epicenter of the car cul-

ture in California, attract-

ing talented artists, prom-

ising prot®g®s and nu-

merous hangers on for 

years. Those who came 

through, worked at or 

just knew and partied at 

Barris Customs included 

everyone from Ed ñBig 

Daddyò Roth to Von 

Dutch. 

 Fred Thompson, a 

former US senator from 

Tennessee, GOP presi-

dential candidate, Wa-

tergate attorney and actor 

who starred on the TV 

drama ñLaw and Order,ò 

died in early November 

after a recurrence of lym-

phoma in Nashville. He 

was 73. 

 Mr. Thompson, who 

(Continued on page 16) 
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bucket backs. 

And the ñsport 

roofò was gone 

as well. Itôs no 

wonder that 

sales fell off 

with production 

ending after ó79.  

 The engine 

in this kit may 

be correct for 

this S & H car, but it looks to me 

to be a combination of Windsor 

heads and valve covers on a 

Cleveland block. I would suspect 

it really had an unmodified small 

block either 302 ci or 351ci. Ei-

ther could be had,1:1, but only 

with two-barrel carbs. There was a 

Cleveland four-barrel and a 460 ci 

four-barrel also. The 400ci two-

barrel isnôt worth mentioning. 

 Engine: As I said itôs a cus-

tom engine basically with two 

four barrel carbs and finned air 

cleaner and valve covers. It con-

sists of 21 pieces altogether with a 

distributor molded to the two-carb 

intake. Likewise the alternator is 

cast to the fan belt, but the power 

steering pump is separate. The oil 

pan is a separate piece with the 

starter molded to it. Oh letôs not 

forget the separate oil filter. The C

-6 automatic transmission gets a 

separate pan as well. Replacing 

the ñWindsorò parts shouldnôt be 

too big of a problem for those 

with spare parts. There is a decal 

for the oil filter. 

 Chassis: Compared to what 

weôve gotten in the past, like the 

ó70 Torino GT/Cobra, this one is 

quite simplified. The front suspen-

sion is one-piece while the rear is 

 The first thing you notice is 

that there is no year designation 

on the box, but I believe itôs sup-

posed to be a ó75 since thatôs the 

year the show started. I had to do 

a little research since I didnôt 

watch the show at the time. I dis-

covered that the prime reason this 

Torino was chosen was simply 

because the studio had a contract 

with a company that supplied Ford 

products to them. The wheels, 

tires, white stripe and air shocks 

were added.  

 I was unable to find out what 

engine was in the S & H cars. It 

seems there were several cars that 

had various purposes. But the 

show and the car were so popular 

that Ford built 1001 look-a-likes. 

Iôve always wondered why there 

seems to be so many of these cars 

floating around. Those cars were 

painted white then masked off and 

the factory (bright red) red was 

added. Any available engine could 

be ordered for the car. I had hoped 

this kit would rival Revellsô ó70 

Torino, as Iôm a Torino fan. But 

with a parts count at only 88 there 

isnôt much chance. Iôm guessing 

itôs aimed more towards the 

younger builder than us older 

types. Nineteen of the parts are 

cast in red plastic (body and inte-

rior) while twenty-eight are in 

black plastic (chassis and engine).  

 Donôt get me wrong, whatôs 

here is mostly well done, but it 

only builds as the Starsky & 

Hutch car. It seems that ó73 was 

the last year for bucket seats in 

Torinos. After that buyers of Tori-

no Gran Sports had to settle for a 

seat that had a bench bottom and 

two-piece, also with shocks. The 

exhaust system is one piece and a 

separate drive shaft goes between 

it. 1972 was the first year that the 

Fairlane/Torino model got a full 

perimeter chassis and the one in 

this kit is fairly well represented 

with the floor cast to it. But there 

is none of the detail like emergen-

cy brake cables or brake lines. For 

those that like to do their own de-

tailing that may be a good thing. 

Since the rear axle assembly 

changed to coil springs in ó72 

there are no leaf springs and as a 

matter of fact the coil springs are 

represented with round tubes; the 

front is done the same way. There 

is a nice two-piece radiator and 

upper hose. The wheels attach 

with the now standard for Revell 

rivets. There are two decals for the 

radiator shroud. 

 Tires/wheels: For those of us 

that have been building for a long 

time, you will remember the 

ñGoodyear Blue Streak Sports Car 

Specialò tires that Revell put in a 

great deal of racing or sports car 

kits. Well those are what is includ-

ed in this kit, but without the let-

tering of course. It gives aò big-

littleò tire set up, but they look 

(Continued on page 12) 

Revell S&H Torino  
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fuel tanks. The 

chassis builds 

easily, but be 

sure to test fit the 

engine and trans-

fer box to the 

chassis before 

the glue dries. 

This will ensure 

that the 

drivetrain lines 

up.   

 Tires/

Wheels: Five Firestone snow/mud 

tires and five Firestone stock tires. 

In addition, there are four deep set 

chrome wheels and four stock 

chrome hub caps.  A spare steel 

wheel and mounting bracket is also 

included. 

 Interior: Standard 70ôs AMT 

bucket style with separate bucket 

seats, center console, dash and 

steering wheel.   

 Body: The body and the kit 

have minimal flash and the tool has 

stood the test of time for a kit of 

this vintage. Fit and finish is quite 

good with the exception of the 

Blazerôs top. The top in my kit was 

slightly warped and I used running 

warm water to move it back in 

shape for a good 

fit to the body. 

 Summary: 

Back by popular 

demand! Itôs the 

feature-packed 

1972 ChevyÈ 

óCrew Chiefô 

BlazerÊ! The 

Kats at AMTÈ 

have taken the 

best aspects of 

past issues of the 

kit and have 

combined them 

to make this sought after model the 

best it can be. It features the rare 

early 70s óconstruction siteô pack-

aging combined with all the option-

al parts and óFeatherô panel 

graphics. Hats off to Round2, I 

highly recommend this kit to all 

model car builders! 

 Kit features: 1) Optional stock 

or off road wheels & tires; 2) Cus-

tom injected engine option; 3) 

Colorful 70ôs óFeatherô panel 

graphics and construction compa-

ny decals; 4) Construction helmets 

and tool box accessories; 5) Vin-

tage óCrew Chiefô packaging from 

the rare óConstruction Siteô series. 
 Here is the requisite photo link 

to the build progress and end prod-

uct that Ron has been so kind as to 

offerðhttp://public.fotki.com/

Modelpal/ron-roberts-models-/1971

-chevy-blazer-amt897/ 

 

by: Ron óBox Artô Roberts  p 

 The 1972 Chevy Blazer óCrew 

Chiefô (AMT897/12, 1/25 scale cus-

tomizing kit) is a re-issue of the 

1972 Chevy Blazer óCrew Chiefô 

molded in white and released as 

part of Round2ôs 2015 releases. In-

cluded are 156 parts, which include 

one window glass set. Round2 rec-

reated the construction site box art 

for this kit.  Ten tires are included 

in the kit, five stock and five off 

road snow/mud tires. I believe 

builders will approve of the early 

70ôs expanded decal sheet which 

includes feather panel graphics 

from the ñBoondockerò issue. This 

gives the builder the ability to build 

a period perfect early 70ôs construc-

tion Engineerôs wagon, off road 

weekend custom, or a ówhat-ifô four 

wheel drag truck! You will have to 

locate some wide drag slicks from 

your parts box if you want to build 

a drag truck as I did. 

 Engines: A well detailed 350 

cubic inch Chevy which can be 

built stock or fuel injected with tall 

chrome stacks for custom/racing.  

 Chassis: The chassis is a 70ôs 

state of the art off road four wheel 

drive chassis with a set of skid 

plates and two chrome auxiliary 

Round2 Chevy Blazer  
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Traverse, Enclave and 

Acadia SUVs in the US 

because the windshield 

wiper motor may over-

heat when in use because 

of a manufacturing de-

fect.  

 About 6,400 vehicles 

are in customer hands. 

óGMCô sent those owners 

recall notices by overnight letter 

and urged them not to use the 

windshield wipers until they have 

been repaired. 

 óGMCô said if owners canôt 

get to a dealership for the fix be-

cause of rainy weather, the au-

tomakers will arrange to pick up 

the vehicle for servicing. 

 ñIf repair parts are unavaila-

ble, óGMCô will provide a rental 

car at no cost until parts become 

available,ò óGMCô said in a state-

ment. 

 óGMCô is recalling 9,932 2006

-07 Rainiers, Trailblazers, En-

voys, and 2006 Trailblazer EXTs 

and Envoy XLs over a potential 

issue with the driverôs door master 

power window switch module that 

could result in a fire. 

 Fluid may enter into the mas-

ter power window switch module 

on the driverôs door, causing cor-

rosion. This could result in a short 

in the circuit board, causing win-

dow switches to become inopera-

tive. 

 Vehicles may have had their 

master power window switch 

module treated with a protective 

coating, instead of having it re-

placed. The protective coating 

may not eliminate the risk that the 

circuit board could short and re-

 óGMCô is recalling 70,200 

Chevy Aveos in Russia over po-

tential steering problems in ex-

tremely cold temperatures. The 

Aveo is sold as the Chevy Sonic 

in North America. 

 According to Russian federal 

regulatory agency Rosstandart, 

tests have shown the carsô hydrau-

lic assisted steering system could 

develop cracks in temperatures 

below -40 Fahrenheit. 

 If cracks develop in the steer-

ing system, vehicles could become 

unmanageable, resulting in a 

crash. 

 óGMCô has yet to provide a 

solution to the recall ï surprised?! 

However, it would seem that the 

fix will involve dealers replacing 

components of the steering system 

free of charge to the customer. 

 Last spring, óGMCô an-

nounced that it would pull its 

Chevy and Opel brands out of 

Russia, idling its factory in Saint 

Petersburg, thereby leaving Cadil-

lac as the only óGMCô brand in 

the country. However, the move 

could be a temporary measure by 

óGMCô to safeguard against the 

collapse of the local auto market 

associated with the plunging value 

of the ruble and economy. The 

negative economic conditions in 

the country are the result of sanc-

tions imposed by the west on Rus-

sia over the Ukraine conflict. 

 óGMCô is recalling 31,685 full

-size SUVs because the front 

windshield wiper motor may over-

heat and catch fire. 

 óGMCô told the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Admin-

istration it will recall 29,295 ó16 

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

sult in a fire, even while the vehi-

cle is unattended. 

 óGMCô will notify owners, 

and dealers will install a new driv-

erôs door switch module, free of 

charge. The manufacturer has not 

yet provided a notification sched-

ule. 

 óGMCôsô Holden division is 

recalling its ó14 model year VF 

Commodore Sedan, Ute and Wag-

on as well as the ó14 model year 

Caprice over a potential issue with 

the seat position sensor that could 

diminish the function of the front 

airbag. 

 If the driverôs seat base has 

been replaced for any reason, the 

seat position sensor may be inop-

erative. If the vehicle has an inop-

erative seat position sensor, has 

the driverôs seat adjusted to a for-

ward position and is involved in 

an accident that requires deploy-

ment of the frontal airbags, the 

airbag will deploy with marginally 

more force than intended. 

 In the case of a crash that re-

quires deployment of the frontal 

airbags, there is the potential for 

increased occupant injury. 

 The fix was not specified at 

time of recall release. 

 The Holden Commodore VF 

is sold as the Chevy SS sedan in 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/chevrolet/aveo/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/chevrolet/sonic/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2014/12/gm-temporarily-suspends-vehicle-deliveries-to-russian-dealerships/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2014/12/gm-temporarily-suspends-vehicle-deliveries-to-russian-dealerships/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2014/12/gm-temporarily-suspends-vehicle-deliveries-to-russian-dealerships/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/category/holden/
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the US. As a result, óGMCô is also 

recalling 23 ó14 Caprices and SS 

sedans in the US over this issue. 

 óGMCô is recalling 414 ó15 

LaCrosses, XTSs, Camaros, Equi-

noxes, Malibus, and Terrains over 

a potential issue with the airbag 

that may rupture upon deploy-

ment. The defective airbags are 

supplied by Takata, and the rup-

ture was discovered by Takata. 

 The vehicles have front seat-

mounted side impact air bags 

whose inflator may rupture upon 

deployment, resulting in the air-

bag not inflating properly. 

 The rupture could cause metal 

fragments to strike the vehicle oc-

cupants, potentially resulting in 

serious injury or death. Addition-

ally, if the air bag does not proper-

ly inflate, the driver or passenger 

is at an increased risk of injury. 

 óGMCô has begun notifying 

affected owners via overnight 

mail. Dealers will replace the side 

airbag modules on all of the af-

fected vehicles with new compo-

nents outside of the batch affected 

by the recall. 

 óGMCô is recalling 3,073 ó14 

and ó15 model year Silverados and 

Sierras as well as certain ó15 mod-

el year Tahoes and Suburbans 

over an ignition switch issue that 

could cause the airbags not to de-

ploy in the event of an accident. 

REALLY?! ANOTHER ignition 

switch issue?!? 

 The ignition lock actuator may 

bind, making turning the key diffi-

cult or causing the ignition to get 

stuck in the óStartô position. 

 If the key stuck in the óStartô 

(Continued from page 4) 

position, the ignition may sud-

denly snap back into the 

óAccessoryô position, causing a 

loss of engine, steering, and brak-

ing power, increasing the risk of a 

crash. If the vehicle is in a crash, 

the air bags may not deploy, in-

creasing the risk of injury. 

 No accidents or injuries have 

been reported as a result of the 

defect associated with this recall. 

 óGMCô will notify owners, 

and dealers will replace the igni-

tion lock housing, free of charge. 

Obviously, óGMCô hasnôt yet pro-

vided a notification schedule. 

 Previously, it was reported the 

Caddy XTS wouldnôt see a second 

gen after it lives out its current 

product lifestyle, according to a 

report from GM Inside News. 

Now, itôs widely speculated they 

will not offer any vehicle suitable 

for coach builders. 

 The XTS was a lukewarm stop

-gap to ensure Cadillac had some 

sort of large sedan to round out its 

portfolio. It was quite clear this 

car shared its bones with its Buick 

and Chevy cousins, but the car 

appealed to Cadillacôs long stand-

ing customer base. 

 This will leave the livery mar-

ket high and dry for an offering 

from óGMC,ô where the XTS cur-

rently includes a stretch limo and 

hearse option. 

 Currently, the only other ma-

jor player in the livery market is 

Lincoln, which offers the MKT in 

a limo and ñMKT Town Carò for-

mat, but even that vehicle has 

been slow to adapt to. 

 Who knows, maybe itôs not so 

outlandish to think the POTUS 

will one day ride in a Buick limo. 

One thing is certain, though. Ca-

dillac is keen on reinterpreting its 

ôGovõtõ (contõd) 

2014 GMC Recall Ticker  

# of Recalls  
111 (!) 

# of Vehicles Affected  
33,595,952  

brand image, and a livery vehicle 

doesnôt sound like itôs part of that 

plan. 

 Owners can also visit the 

óRecall Kingôsô (GMC!) recall 

website - recalls.gm.com.  
 It hasnôt been much of a secret 

the LT4 6.2-liter supercharged V8 

in the C7 Z06 has had a few hic-

cups along the way, but the prob-

lem some owners are experiencing 

with the LS7 7.0-liter V8 in select 

C6 Vettes may be lesser known. 

 A group of 19 owners, com-

bining C6 Z06 AND C7 drivers, 

have officially filed a proposed 

class-action lawsuit against 

óGMCô, according to The Truth 

About Cars. C6 Vette owners 

claim the LS7 V8 has issues with 

excessive valve guide wear, lead-

ing to engine failure. C7 Z06 

owners continue to experience 

engine failure with some LT4 V8s 

dying with as little as 1,000 miles 

on the odometer. 

 The filing mentions óGMCô 

has been aware of the valve guide 

wear problem, and has continually 

failed to address it. In total, the 19 

owners have filed 70 claims. 

 According to owners, óGMCô 

originally tested Vettes with the 

ñwiggle method,ò but when it 

found the cars to have out of spec 

valve guides, the automaker 

dropped the test altogether be-

cause it ñwould lead to more re-

pair and investigations than it 

wished to perform.ò 
 Not terribly surprising, given 

that itôs óGMC.ôp 

http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/04/cadillac-xts-will-not-see-a-second-generation/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/04/cadillac-xts-will-not-see-a-second-generation/
http://www.gminsidenews.com/forums/f70/gmi-exclusive-xts-will-not-replaced-end-lifecycle-202289/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2012/09/cadillac-reveals-xts-livery-limousine-and-hearse-variants/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2012/09/cadillac-reveals-xts-livery-limousine-and-hearse-variants/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2012/05/cadillac-xts-limousine-and-xts-l-the-details/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2012/05/cadillac-xts-limousine-and-xts-l-the-details/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/04/cadillac-hopes-to-boost-brand-image-before-boosting-sales/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/04/cadillac-hopes-to-boost-brand-image-before-boosting-sales/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/04/cadillac-hopes-to-boost-brand-image-before-boosting-sales/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt4/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2014/12/2015-corvette-z06-experiences-engine-failure-after-only-891-miles/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/ls7/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/06/2015-corvette-z06-engine-reportedly-fails-after-just-6-miles/
http://www.thetruthaboutcars.com/2015/10/chevrolet-corvette-427-z06-owners-file-class-action-gm/
http://www.thetruthaboutcars.com/2015/10/chevrolet-corvette-427-z06-owners-file-class-action-gm/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/08/corvette-z06-owners-change-your-oil-after-first-500-miles/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2015/08/corvette-z06-owners-change-your-oil-after-first-500-miles/
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quired the movie rights to 

a book proposal by New 

York Times journalist 

Jack Ewing on the VW diesel cri-

sis. REALLY?! 

 The uncompleted book is said 

to focus on the corporate culture 

at VW which has led to the crea-

tion of emissions-cheating soft-

ware to meet US environmental 

regs.  

 Itôs too early to tell whether 

DiCaprio himself, with or without 

his now-trademark beard, will 

play any parts in the upcoming 

film, though given the range of 

characters he has portrayed, there 

are any number of former or cur-

rent VW execs that he could plau-

sibly play if he chooses to master 

a German accent. 

 No timeline has been given for 

a film adaptation of the yet-

unnamed book, which is of course 

still being written. 

 Even though the scandal has 

not yet led to the announcement of 

a specific fix, it has dealt a tre-

mendous blow to VW AG and 

several other European automak-

ers who market diesels, not only 

in terms of stock value but in rep-

utation and brand image. 

 A widening internal investiga-

tion is focusing not only on who 

was responsible for installing ille-

gal software designed to fool 

emissions testers, but also on 

which managers may have learned 

of the deception and failed to take 

action, a person briefed on the in-

quiry said. 

 The failure of people inside 

VW to sound warnings about ille-

gal engine software has emerged 

as a crucial element of the scan-

dal, in which 11 million cars were 

programmed to produce far fewer 

STILL Cheatinõ!! 

 Big Recall In the Home 

Country. Well, starting next year, 

anyway. Reuters reports VW has 

been ordered by the German gov-

ernment to recall 2.4 million cars 

and refit them so theyôre emis-

sions-compliant. VWôs exact plan 

to fix them still hasnôt been an-

nounced, but its fairly certain that 

it will involve software and hard-

ware updates depending on model. 

 Thereôs also thisðItalian fi-

nance police raided VWôs Lam-

borghini division HQ recently, an 

investigative source said, as part 

of a criminal inquiry into alleged 

commercial fraud by the parent 

company. 

 Was Lamborghini cheating on 

their diesels too? (yeah, that was a 

joke.) 

 In the US, VW seems to be 

under fire from every regulatory 

group possible, from the EPA to 

various law enforcement agencies 

and even state governments. Now 

the Federal Trade Commission is 

looking into them. Why? False 

advertising. 

 Senator Bill Nelson, a Demo-

crat from Florida, wrote to Com-

mission Chairwoman Edith 

Ramirez in September, calling for 

a probe and asking the FTC to 

force VW to run a marketing cam-

paign to inform consumers about 

the deception. 

 The FTC has authority to in-

vestigate unfair and deceptive 

practices by companies against 

consumers and generally seeks 

refunds on their behalf. 
 Leonardo DiCaprioôs produc-

tion company, Appian Way, along 

with Paramount Pictures have ac-

emissions during lab testing than 

they did under normal driving 

conditions. 

 The number of VW execs or 

engineers suspended in connection 

with the emissions cheating has 

continued to grow and could soon 

reach about 10. Some of the em-

ployees were directly involved in 

programming cars to cheat on 

emissions tests, but others may 

share blame because they found 

out about it and did not pass the 

info up the chain of command. 

 Shareholder advocates and 

former employees have criticized 

what they said was a culture in-

side VW that centralized decision 

making at company headquarters 

in Wolfsburg, Germany, and dis-

couraged open discussion of prob-

lems, creating a climate in which 

people may have been fearful of 

speaking up (kinda like óGMCô?!) 

 VW managers admitted to US 

government and California regula-

tors that diesels were programmed 

to evade emissions tests. 

 Yet at least three members of 

VWôs supervisory board, which 

oversees the chief exec, have said 

they learned of the illegal software 

from media reports on Sept. 18, 

more than two weeks later. Share-

holder representatives have criti-

cized what they say was failure by 

Martin Winterkorn, then the chief 

executive, to keep them informed. 

 Authorities in the US have not 

said which VW officials made the 

Sept. 3 confession, and it was not 

clear when Mr. Winterkorn first 

learned of the illegal software. Mr. 

Winterkorn said when he resigned 

on Sept. 23 that he had been 

ñshockedò to learn of the decep-

tion and had committed no wrong-

(Continued on page 7) 

http://autoweek.com/car-news/vw-diesel-scandal
http://autoweek.com/car-news/vw-diesel-scandal
http://autoweek.com/vehicles/volkswagen
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/vw-accused-using-software-482000-diesels-skirt-us-clean-air-rules
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causing subordinates to cheat 

rather than admit failure. 

 The recent earnings report 

provided a first taste of the finan-

cial cost to VW of its past behav-

ior. The company said it had a net 

loss of $1.84 billion in the third 

quarter as it set aside a huge sum 

to help cover expected damage 

from the emissions-cheating scan-

dal. 

 It was the first quarterly loss 

in as long as anyone can remem-

ber. A spokesman said that inter-

nal records went back only to ó01. 

Previously, VW did not report 

quarterly earnings. The loss, total-

ing $1.8 billion dollars, was in 

contrast to a profit of $3.3 billion 

dollars in the third quarter of ó14. 

 VW subtracted $7.3 billion 

dollars from profit to cover the 

expense of recalling and repairing 

about nine million cars in Europe 

and the US equipped with the ille-

gal software. 

 That sum does NOT cover the 

cost of fines VW is likely to have 

to pay the EPA and to other au-

thorities around the world. VW 

also faces hundreds of lawsuits 

from customers who say the com-

pany sold cars based on a false 

promise. 

 The company said it expected 

profit for full-year ó15 ñto be 

down significantlyò from ó14. VW 

shares rose recently, but the stock 

is down more than 20 percent 

since the emissions cheating be-

came known. 

 During tests, the VW diesels 

with illegal software make full use 

of pollution controls and can pass 

emissions. But during regular op-

eration, the engines emit many 

times the allowed amount of nitro-

gen oxide. 

Cheat (contõd)! 

doing. 
 A remarkable period of 

growth ended at VW recently 

when the carmaker reported its 

first quarterly loss in at least 15 

years and began the costly process 

of absorbing the expense of fixing 

millions of cheatinô diesels. 

 The day also was the end of a 

defining era of VW ambition. 

Matthias M¿ller, the new chief 

exec, signaled the company would 

no longer be focused on becom-

ing the worldôs largest carmaker. 

 He said that sales would not 

cease to be an overriding measure 

of success. In another shift, he al-

so said that top execs at company 

headquarters in Wolfsburg, who 

had been criticized for microman-

aging, would no longer get in-

volved in details of product de-

sign. 

 Mr. M¿llerôs statement repre-

sents a clear break from his prede-

cessor, Martin Winterkorn, who 

resigned in late September after 

the EPA in the US disclosed that 

VW diesels were equipped with 

emissions-cheating software. 

 After he became chief exec in 

ó07, Mr. Winterkorn declared his 

determination to make VW the 

worldôs largest carmaker, overtak-

ing Toyota. He was known for his 

intense attention to the technical 

fine points of the vehicles the 

company produced. 

 His management style, cou-

pled with a relentless drive for 

growth, is cited by some critics of 

the company as a contributing fac-

tor to the scandal by impeding 

open communication and perhaps 

(Continued from page 6) 

 Because the deception became 

known less than two weeks before 

the end of the most recent report-

ing period, the third-quarter re-

sults provide only a glimpse of the 

fallout. VW execs said recently 

that they had not seen any signs 

that the damage to the companyôs 

reputation from the scandal had 

kept buyers away from show-

rooms. But they added they are 

closely watching for possible neg-

ative effects in the months to 

come. 

 Sales in the quarter rose 5.3 

percent, largely because of gains 

by Audi, Bentley and Porsche di-

visions and favorable currency 

movements. However, the number 

of vehicles sold slipped to 2.35 

million from 2.44 million a year 

ago. 

 The recent sales data showed 

that VW was vulnerable even be-

fore the scandal. Sales have been 

slumping in China, the companyôs 

largest market, and other im-

portant markets like Brazil, which 

is in a severe recession. 

 VW this year briefly surpassed 

Toyota in the number of cars pro-

duced, but has since slipped back 

to No. 2.  

 Mr. M¿ller said that VW was 

conducting its own investigation 

of how the emissions cheating oc-

curred, but provided no new de-

tails on the progress of the in-

quiry. ñWe need to find out the 

truth and learn from it,ò he said. 

 Mr. M¿ller has raised the pos-

sibility of job cuts because of the 

cost of the scandal and has said 

VW will cut spending on new pro-

jects. The company employs 

614,000 people worldwide. 

 Number Oneðbe careful 

what you ask for! p 
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bump. Unfortunately for the driv-

er, the damage canôt be fixed with 

an application of some Meguiarôs 

wax. Despite first lessening its 

rate of speed on the sides of other 

cars, the Corvette sustained seri-

ous damage to the front-end, 

windshield, exterior mirrors, A-

pillars, and numerous body pan-

els. Judging by the pictures, the 

engine also looks like itôs in need 

of some serious work. The driver, 

meanwhile, is reportedly okay. 

The same canôt be said for the 

caréOne Bad Pony! The ó15 

Roush Stage 3 Mustang is Ford 

fanboys' answer to their Mopar 

buddies with Hellcats in their gar-

ages. Sure, the raw horsepower in 

the Hellcat is a bit more substan-

tial, but when talk turns to power-

to-weight ratios, not to mention 

road course racing, the advantage 

goes to the Ford team. The basics: 

The company will turn any stock 

Mustang into a Roush with one of 

four packages. The RS is the most 

basic, adding a handful of body 

pieces to the V6 model. Stage 1 

adds a Roush exhaust system 

(Continued on page 9) 

This ôn That  

throttle body and an ECU tweak. 

In other words, not a lot of hard-

ware, which suggests that SRT 

engineers were being a little con-

servative in the interest of tire, 

engine and life preservation. If 

805 hp is still a bit mild for you, 

there is the option of the HPE850, 

which has been tuned to produce 

852 hp. This upgrade package 

builds on the HPE800 but adds a 

ported supercharger housing. All 

versions of the Hennessey Hellcat 

will receive the 

companyôs badg-

ing to let stock 

Hellcats know 

they shouldn't 

bother them, 

headrests with 

embroidered HP 

logos and 

plaques on the engine and dashé

Chromed Corvette Creamed! A 

chrome-wrapped Stingray has 

been badly damaged after it 

crashed in Marina Del Ray, 

California. Though the car 

is likely totaled, the inci-

dent couldôve been a whole 

lot worseðits impact was 

ñcushionedò by a Shell gas 

station. And by the pictures 

provided, it appears to have 

just missed clipping the 

pump. Yikes. Apparently 

the young driver (age not 

specified) hit a number of 

vehicles before coming to 

rest its shiny body on one 

of the small, protective 

posts that shield each 

Doh!! Everything from exotic su-

per cars, to blue collar pickup 

trucks, to even the Goodyear 

blimp has gotten the Hot Wheels 

treatment. And now, after over a 

quarter century on TV, so has the 

nondescript pink sedan that the 

Simpson family drives all over 

Springfield. Itôs not the first vehi-

cle connected to The Simpsons 

that Hot Wheels has immortalized, 

though. Last year the $82,000 

monstrosity known simply as 

óThe Homerô became a must-have 

for Hot Wheels collectors and 

Simpsons fans alike. Itôs hard to 

say if this pink 

four-door will 

have the same 

appeal, but at 

just a buck you 

know youôd 

have a hard time 

passing it up if 

you found one 

hanging near the checkouté

Pumped up Hellcat?! The horse-

power output offered by the Hell-

cat siblings is enough for most 

people, but Hennessey Perfor-

mance is not most people. The 

ridiculously dynamic duo already 

pumps out 707 hp courtesy of 

their 6.2-liter supercharged V8 

engines, but in the performance 

tuning world there is still room for 

improvement, never mind the fact 

that there aren't many places to 

exercise all those horses. Enter the 

HPE800. This car dials up the 

horsepower rating to 805. They 

accomplished this via the addition 

of an upgraded lower pulley that 

bumps boost by 1-2 psi, a high-

flow air filter, a port-matched 
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