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This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Again, another well-

attended meeting last 

month with plenty too 

look at (as it should be!).  

 We are slowly creep-

inô up on óshow seasonô, 

with NNL East in April 

and then our show.  

 Be thinkinô about 

themes for NEXT yearsô 

MAMA NNL (2017)! 

 Rich Wilson this 

month paws over the  

Round2 ó57 Chevy Bel 

Big Go East Approaches!  
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2016  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 16th 

UFebruary 20th 

UMarch 19th 

UApril 23rd 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 18th 

UJuly 16th 

UAugust 20th 

USeptember 17th 

UOctober 15th 

UNovember 19th 

UDecember 17th (10 - 3!) 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 

Air, while Matt Guil-

foyle gives you his in-

sight on something called 

a óGorillaô (?!). Thanks, 

guys!!  

 The Pontiac Parade 

showed up again in a 

BIG way!  

 More óGMCô and 

VW news. So, whatôre 

you waitinô for?!?  

 The raffle raised 

$75.00, while the door 

kicked in $82.00, plus 

$2.00 from tweezer sales. 

Thanks, guys!  

 Thanks to the raffle 

donors: Brad, Ed Brown, 

Steve M. Buter, Mike 

Costic, Ron D, Matt 

Guilfoyle, Ron Hamil-

ton, Rich Meany, JC 

Reckner, Ron Roberts, 

Bradleyôs Car Collecti-

bles and Replicas & 

Miniatures Co. of MD. 

Thanks guysðwe 

ópreciate it! p 

 Just because you 

CAN do something, 

doesnôt mean you 

SHOULD! Bang-

shift.com recently ran a 

story on a project where 

a guy has taken a really 

clean ó67 Firebird con-

vertible (one of 15,528) 

and hacked it up in order 

to drape it over a Prius 

chassis complete with 

the Prius drivetrain. Kin-

da wish they were mak-

ing this up but the photos 

tell the story. Hot rod-

ding is many different 

things 

to 

many 

different people, 

but the basic intent 

is to make the ve-

hicle better. How 

does this make it 

better in ANY way 

other than MPGs? 

It certainly makes the 

thing vastly more com-

plex, slower, and a living 

nightmare for a first re-

sponder when they roll 

up on the scene if it ever 

gets into an accident! 

 He has every right to 

do what he is doing. He 

paid the money for the 

cars, he has the skills to 

pull off the job in his gar-

age, and frankly it is a 

big undertaking. They 

begrudge him none of 

that but they do seriously 

get bummed to think that 

he had to start with a 

freakinô first year Fire-

bird convertible. They 

(Continued on page 18) 
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jack. Iôm disap-

pointed that the 

hinges donôt 

work, but that 

seems like it 

could be modi-

fied. The engine 

hood is the same 

way; the builder 

has to choose 

either open or 

shut. But that too can be changed. 

I counted 189 pieces including the 

vinyl wiring, photo-etch pieces, 

decals and foil. Under the hood 

you will find separate air ducts 

that go from the headlights to the 

interior. The front seat is made up 

of four pieces. The kit is molded 

in off-white, but the wide white 

walls are done in pure white. Un-

fortunately, they arenôt quite wide 

enough. There are 27 chrome 

pieces, and 24 photo-etched, eight 

clear and \two tiny clear red tail-

lights. 

 Engine: It consists of 28 piec-

es including the radiator hoses. 

There are no chrome parts at all 

and it builds up only as the twin 

four barrel carb version with the 

óbatwingô air cleaner which is four 

pieces by itself. The humpback 

exhaust manifolds have the gener-

ator mount but there isnôt a power 

steering pump. The good news is 

you only need to find a pump in 

your parts box and mount it to the 

rear of the generator. Downgrad-

ing the engine to the single carb 

and air cleaner shouldnôt be any 

real problem either. As I men-

tioned above, the kit includes vi-

nyl sparkplug wire, but AMT was 

nice enough to center drill the dis-

 This is, of course, a re-issue 

from several years ago. I never got 

one of these kits at the time be-

cause as you know Iôm not a fan 

of ó57 Chevys. But I do have an 

old AMT ó57 Chevy custom that I 

built as a tribute of sorts to a 

childhood friend. I also have Rev-

ellôs óBlack Widowô kit. When I 

opened this box, the first thing I 

saw was the body and I was 

shocked at how wide it seemed to 

be. But since I donôt know these 

cars that well, I figured Iôd do 

some double checking. When this 

kit was new, I had heard that it 

was not very well done. I donôt 

remember specifically since as I 

said, Iôm not a fan. I went to sev-

eral websites and found the criti-

cal dimensions I needed. It turns 

out the length and height are right 

on, but the width is another mat-

ter. Depending on which website 

is more accurate, the 1:1 Chevy 

measures 73.0 to 73.3 inches 

wide. The narrowest dimension I 

got at the doors of this model 

body was 3.025 inches. That 

translates to 75.625 inches or 

2.325 inches difference (full scale) 

or 3/32ò in 25thscale. That canôt be 

ignored. 

 But this kit still has value that 

other kits donôt offer. One that I 

noticed is if you look at the body 

from front to rear, the tailfins 

donôt curve inward as the others 

do. Plus this kit has detail the oth-

ers donôt, like an opening trunk. 

No Iôm not forgetting the kit from 

the early ó60s that had opening 

doors; that kit wasnôt much to 

brag about then. The trunk is fully 

detailed, only lacking a bumper 

tributor cap to aid in drilling it 

out. The timing cover has the cor-

rect engine mounts and separate 

water pump. Other separate details 

include the road (vent) tube, oil 

filler, oil pan/filter, starter, genera-

tor and fuel pump. The engine 

block halves have a power glide 

tranny cast to them but the dash 

has a clutch pedal hanging from it. 

That seems easy enough to cor-

rect. 

 Chassis: This is the type of 

chassis I like; itôs separate from 

the floor. When I forget to install 

the exhaust system before the rear 

axle, I wonôt have to UN-

assemble the damn suspension. 

OOOPS! And it makes it easier to 

paint! The front suspension is 

built up with nine pieces including 

coil springs, uprights, tie rod and a 

sway bar. The rear has nine pieces 

as well with a separate gear set 

similar to Fords to come later. 

There is even a fine brake line on 

the back of the housing. The 

shock mounts and shocks are also 

included. The dual exhaust system 

is three pieces on each side (just 

donôt forget to install it first!). A 

two-piece gas tank should proba-

bly go in before the exhaust sys-

tem. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Round2 AMT Dirty Donnie Charger  

designs 

¶ Fantastic box art AMT 

packing 

¶ Modern tooling with de-

tailed engine, chassis and 

interior 

¶ Bonus mini display box 

 As always, here is the requi-

site photo link to the build pro-

gress and end product that Ron 

has been so kind as to offerð
http://public.fotki.com/Modelpal/

ron-roberts-models-/1971-dodge-

charger-/ 

 

by: Ron óBox Artô Roberts  p 

 The Dirty Donny ó71 Dodge 

Charger (AMT945, 1/25th scale 

customizing kit) is a re-issue origi-

nally introduced in the early 90ôs. 

Included are 109 parts, consisting 

of two window glass sets, one clear 

and one smoke. Round2 has includ-

ed all the original parts; this kit can 

be built only stock with a wild 

Dirty Donny designed decal sheet 

to ñcustomizeò it the Dirty Donny 

way!  I believe Dirty Donny art fans 

will approve of the decal sheet!  

The kit is molded in a pearl metallic 

orange. This is the third Dirty Don-

ny automotive kit released by the 

Kats at AMT. The other two in-

clude AMT 691, Dirty Donny Van-

tasy Chevy Van and AMT 806, 

Dirty Donnyôs 1970 Dodge Super 

Bee pro stock car. 

 Engines: The Mopar 440 

Dodge Magnum engine is included.  

Engine assembly has 26 parts and 

builds up as a nice detailed 440 

Magnum.  

 Chassis: A very nicely detailed 

chassis can be built from this kit.  

Separate exhaust and suspension 

parts are included.  This kit is 

among AMTôs early 1990ôs well 

detailed chassis. The only problem I 

encountered was with the front sus-

pension.  The tires/wheels seem to 

fit a little to the front of the forward 

wheel wells. A check of other built 

models from this kit appears to be 

the same as the photo of the model 

on the instruction sheet. 

 Tires/Wheels: Four Goodyear 

tires and four stock wheels are in-

cluded.  I painted mine a dark gun-

metal gray for contrast. 

 Interior: Standard modern 

AMT interior builds off of the fully 

detailed floor with separate side 

panels, shelf deck, front and rear 

seats and dash. 

The front seat is 

a bench style. 
 Body: The 

body and the kit 

have no flash 

and the tool is in 

very good form. 

Fit and finish is 

quite good. I 

chose to paint 

my body. How-

ever, with just a 

little polishing 

the body would 

be very nice as 

molded, your choice. 

 Summary:  Club members 

know that I am a sucker for neat 

box art. This kit fits that need. 

Hats off to Round2, I highly rec-

ommend this kit to all model car 

builders! Check out the link to my 

photo site for the build process 

and finished model. 

 Scale: 1/25 Skill Level 2 Glue 

assembly, paint required; kit fea-

tures: 

¶ Molded in pearl metallic 

orange plastic 

¶ Build stock or Dirty Don-

ny Cus-

tom 

¶ Optional 

smoke 

tinted 

glass 

included 

¶ Stock 

and 

Dirty 

Donny 

art decal 

sheet has 

graphics 

and new 

http://public.fotki.com/Modelpal/ron-roberts-models-/1971-dodge-charger-/
http://public.fotki.com/Modelpal/ron-roberts-models-/1971-dodge-charger-/
http://public.fotki.com/Modelpal/ron-roberts-models-/1971-dodge-charger-/
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-5 front driver-side airbag 

inflators. Upon deploy-

ment of the driverôs 

frontal air bag, excessive 

internal pressure may 

cause the inflator to rup-

ture. 

 In the event of a crash 

necessitating deployment 

of the driverôs frontal air 

bag, the inflator could rupture 

with metal fragments striking the 

driver or other occupants resulting 

in serious injury or death. 

 No injuries, deaths, or inad-

vertent airbag ruptures in these 

vehicles have been reported. How-

ever, at least 10 deaths have been 

linked to Takata airbags. 

 óGMCô will notify own-

ers, and dealers will replace 

the driverôs frontal air bag in-

flator on Saab 9-3 and 9-5 ve-

hicles and will replace the 

driverôs frontal airbag module 

on Saturn Astra vehicles, free 

of charge. óGMCô has not yet 

provided a notification sched-

ule. 

 óGMCô is recalling 2,988 ó15 

Colorado/Canyon pickups over 

an issue that can cause loss of 

power steering assist. 

 A poor electrical connection 

within the steering gear connector 

may cause a loss of power steer-

ing assist. 

 A loss or reduction in power 

steering assist may in-

crease the risk of a crash. 

 óGMCô will notify 

owners, and dealers will 

replace the steering gear 

pinion sensor cover as-

sembly, free of charge. 

 óGMCô is recalling 426,593 

2015-16 Silverado 2500 and 3500 

HDs, Tahoe PPVs as well as the 

GMC Sierra 2500 and 3500 HDs 
over an issue with the brake pedal. 

 The brake pedal pivot nut may 

loosen, causing the brake pedal to 

be loose or inoperative. If this 

happens, the driver may be unable 

to stop the vehicle by using the 

brake pedal. Additionally, a loose 

pedal may also interfere with the 

accelerator pedal. Either condition 

may increase the risk of a crash. 

 óGMCô will notify owners, 

and dealers will inspect the brake 

pedal pivot nuts, adding thread 

adhesive and tightening the nut as 

necessary, free of charge. 

 óGMCô has announced plans 

to recall roughly 200,000 Saturn 

Astras, Saab 9-3, and 9-5s as part 

of a wider recall of over 5 million 

cars with potentially-defective 

airbag inflators produced by Taka-

ta Corporation. 

 The vehicles have airbags with 

potentially-defective Takata PSDI

ôGov-a-mint Motors!õ 

Not surprisingly, óGMCô has not 

yet provided a notification sched-

ule. 

 óGMCô is recalling 139 ó16 

Camaros, Malibus, Silverados 

and Sierras over failure to comply 

with Federal Motor Vehicle Safe-

ty Standards. 

 The radio may intermittently 

fail to provide an audio warning 

when the key has been left in the 

ignition and the door is opened or 

when the driver does not fasten 

their seat belt. As such, the vehi-

cles fail to comply with the re-

quirements of Federal Motor Ve-

hicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) 

number 114, ñTheft Protectionò, 

and/or 208, ñOccupant Crash Pro-

tection.ò 

 The hazards: an unbelted driv-

er is at a greater risk of injury in a 

crash. 

 óGMCô will notify owners, 

and dealers will update the radio 

software, free of charge. The man-

ufacturer has not yet provided a 

notification schedule. 

 The ó08 Pontiac Vibe is being 

recalled over a defective passen-

ger side airbag inflator that could 

cause serious injury or death upon 

deployment. The recall is part of a 

larger and now-expanded recall by 

óGMCô rival Toyota, which pro-

(Continued on page 5) 


