
This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  

 Last monthõs 

meeting was VERY 

well attended, despite 

the fact that it was 

sunny with temps in 

the 60s (!). No car 

shows yet, I guess!  

 This month, Rich 

Wilson  takes a peek 

at the Heller E Type 

Jag cabriolet , while 

yours truly provides 

some insight into the 

Big Go East Approaching!  
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2017  Meeting Schedule  

 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 

noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 21st 

UFebruary 18th 

UMarch 18th 

UApril 15th 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 17th 

UJuly 15th 

UAugust 19th 

USeptember 16th 

recent Round2 re -

release  of the  1/16th 

scale 1982 Trans 

Am . Thanks, Rich . 

 The Pontiac Pa-

rade was in attend-

ance. Thanks for the 

color, Danny!  

 The raffle raised 

$97.00 , while the door 

kicked in $139.00 . 

Made the rent ñ

yipee!  

 Thanks to the raf-

fle donors: Brad , Ed 

Brown , Steve Buter , 

Mike Costic , Ron 

Hamilton, Rich 

Meany, JC Reckner, 

Rex Turner, Brad-

leyõs Car Collecti-

bles, Replicas & 

Miniatures Co. of 

MD and yours truly. 

Thanks guys ñwe 

ôpreciate it! p 

 Thankfully, NOT 

an obituary. Former 

MAMA Prez Lyle 

Willits was recently 

experiencing chest 

pains after working 

some stairs.  

 Not wanting to 

take any chances, and 

having already cheat-

ed death once, he was 

checked out by medi-

cal professionals.  T o 

make a long story 

short, FIVE STENTS 

later, Lyle is feeling 

better than ever!  

 H e 

will be fol-

lowing up 

with cardiac 

workouts.  

 Very good 

news, indeed 

Lyle!  

 In a some-

what related 

note, the 

ôheartõ of 

Leeõs beloved 

1 6 -y e a r -o l d 

Jeep Liberty 

gave out on 

the way home 

from a road 

trip on I -95 in 

North East, MD. Sad-

ly, they were unable 

to save it as in Lyleõs 

case.  

 As a 

result, Lee is 

now driving a 

ônewõ 2012 

Chevy Sonic, 

a car that 

SHOULD be 

ôunstealableõ 

for millenni-

als. Why? Be-

cause it is a 

m a n u a l 

t r a n s m i s -

s i o n ñ s a d , 

ainõt it?!p 

ôUn-Obituaryõ 
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 Donôt ask me what those let-

ters meanðI havenôt got a clue. 

As I understand it, during the later 

days of the second world war the 

Jaguar company started designing 

and testing engines to be ready for 

the post war car boom. They start-

ed with an ñAò design and pro-

gressed through the alphabet until 

they got to the ñKò engine and 

they were satisfied with it. Hence 

the ñXKò designation of their 

cars. The world was put on their 

ears in ó61 when this car first ap-

peared. Weôve all heard Enzo Fer-

rarisô comment about itsô 

looks. When the cars 

were imported to this 

country they were incor-

rectly called ñXKEsò. 

Most car collectors prefer 

the series 1 which were 

the 3.8 liter cars, but per-

sonally I like all of the 

series (1 through 3). The 

E-type is so well known that non-

car buffs know what it is when 

they see one. Given itsô popularity 

I donôt understand why there are 

so few kits of it. As attractive as 

the box art is, it really doesnôt 

show whatôs in the box. I held off 

getting this kit until J.C. Reckner 

bought and opened one. Apparent-

ly this is an older kit from many 

years ago, but itôs a very good kit 

despite that. The plastic is thin and 

very accurate in shape. I like the 

rear suspension that is made up of 

17 pieces including the box sub-

frame that mounts it to the chassis 

tub. The separate half-shafts and 

brake rotors are especially nice; so 

nice that street 

rodders will 

want to use it. 

All the paint call 

outs are of 

Humbrol paints, 

but Heller was 

good enough to 

include a paint 

guide at the top 

of the page. 

 Engine: Itôs made up of 12 

parts, but looks quite accurate de-

spite the low count. The SU carbs 

are recognizable as such and cast 

with the intake and air 

cleaner box. The starter 

is cast to the block and 

the generator is part of 

the fan belt. The fan is 

driven by an electric mo-

tor mounted elsewhere 

with the front subframe. 

The cam covers are 

chrome, and nicely done. 

 Frame: The frames on these 

cars was a half-monocoque or 

very similar to a unit body. The 

front sub-frame is made up of six 

pieces with the lower part of the 

frame cast to the lower body. The 

rear axle assembly mentioned 

above mounts to the lower body. 

The front uprights, brake rotors 

and tie rod are made to be pose-

able. There are no brake calipers 

for any of the wheel assemblies. 

 Tires/wheels: The tires have 

very nice in scale tread and are of 

the correct size for a series 1-3 

car, but there is no manufacturer 

name on the sidewall and white 

lettering would not be appropriate. 

ñDonôt ask me what 

those letters meanðI 

havenôt got a clue.ò 
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Type E Jaguar 3L8 OTS  
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And PLEASE donôt paint them as 

wide whitewalls. The chromed 

wire wheels are reasonably well 

done for the kits age and there are 

separate two-point knock-offs that 

are very well scaled. 

 Interior: It builds up on the 

lower body with two seats and a 

four-piece console. There is a sep-

arate pedal assembly that mounts 

on the firewall. The dash is kind 

of lacking in three dimensional 

detail, but is helped by four decals 

for the gauges and radio. Iôm a bit 

surprised that a right hand dash 

was not included. 

 Body/glass: It has been cap-

tured dead on correct in shape; 

length to width. The mold seams 

are very minimal though the 

ñJaguarò script on the trunk lid is 

so small that in might be mistaken 

for a mold line. It certainly canôt 

be highlighted in any way. Inter-

estingly the door cards are cast 

with the side glass in clear. If you 

donôt want the windows up youôll 

need to cut them off. The wind-

shield has a ridge in the middle 

that the rear view mirror slides up 

and down on (on the real car) so 

(Continued on page 5) 
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block. It con-

sists of 28 piec-

es, and the en-

gine and trans-

mission are split 

longitudinally. 

The engine is 

topped off by 

the signature 

Crossfire Injec-

tion air cleaner, 

which is two pieces. There is an 

optional engine intake arrange-

mentða twin-turbocharger setup 

for the óCompetitionô version. The 

transmission molded to the block 

looks much more like a manual 

than an automatic, thereby drop-

ping this engine down the ófood 

chainô a notch to the four-barrel 

305, where you COULD get a 

manual.  

 Chassis: We have no way of 

knowing if the kit is equipped 

with the available WS6 suspen-

sion. What I CAN tell you is that 

it features the new for ó82 Mac-

Pherson strut front suspension, as 

a seven-piece unit. Meanwhile, 

bringing up the rear (pun intend-

ed!) we have a nine-piece rear 

suspension. The six-piece exhaust 

system and driveshaft complete 

this subassembly. The front 

wheels appear to be poseable. Be-

fore I forget, there is an optional 

sidepipe exhaust for the 

óCompetitionô version. 

 A two-piece radiator and 

shroud will carry the engine cool-

ant by way of upper and lower 

radiator hoses. The separate fire-

wall mounts a two-piece master 

 ñYour Time Has Come.ò That 

was the ad tagline for the new 

Firebird. It was totally redesigned 

for the third-generation, NEARLY 

losing pure Pontiac power (more 

on that in a minute). It was availa-

ble in three modelsðbase, mid-

level S/E, and the top of the food 

chainðthe Trans Am (T/A).  

 This large-scale Round2 kit is 

a mildly modified reissue. It was 

originally released brand new in 

ó82. Molded at the time in red (to 

match the ad cars, I would as-

sume), for whatever reason, I nev-

er got around to building it. With 

this release, there is more of a 

chance itôll get built. Why? The 

white plastic of the current version 

versus the red plastic of the origi-

nal. It would make painting it a 

nightmare, due to the chance of 

bleedthru. Obviously, it would not 

be a big issue if you painted it red. 

What about white?  

 Engine: There were four 

ócorporateô engine choices for the 

car: the 2.5-liter (151 cu. in) LQ9 

4-cylinder (Pontiac), the 2.8-liter 

(173 cu. in.) LC1 V-6 (Chevy), the 

5.0-liter (305 cu. in.) LG4 145 hp. 

4-bbl V-8 (Chevy), equipped with 

your choice of a FOUR-speed 

manual transmission or an auto-

matic, and finally the top dog 5.0-

liter (305 cu. in.) LU5, 165 hp. 

Cross-Fire Injection V-8 (Chevy), 

with an automatic transmission as 

the only choice, and NOT availa-

ble in Californiaðit could not 

meet their strict emissions.  

 That said, the kit is equipped 

with the Crossfire-injected small 

cylinder and booster. A battery 

and washer bottle will add the fi-

nal detail to the underhood area.  

 Wheels/tires: Two different 

wheels are includedðthe 

ñbowling ballò stockers, and a pair 

of ñCompetitionò BBS-style rims. 

They mount onto a set of Good-

year GT Radials. Kudos to 

Round2 for thoughtfully bagging 

them, reducing the risk of damag-

ing and/or marking other plastic 

pieces. With the availability of 

four-wheel disc brakes, no brake 

detail is evident here, nor would it 

be seen with either wheel choice. 

 Interior: With the opening 

doors, the interior is óplatform-

style.ô The bucket seats are four 

pieces each, while the rear seat-

back is two pieces (the seat bot-

tom is molded to the floorpan). A 

separate console mounts what ap-

pears to be a manual transmission 

shifter and parking brake. The 

dash mounts a two-piece steering 

column and a three-spoke steering 

wheel. Sunvisors are even includ-

edða rare sight in a kit. The front 

bulkhead and rear fenderwells are 

(Continued on page 4) 

MPC ô82 Firebird 
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stock one-piece, or 

óCompetitionô three-piece 

spoiler.  

 Glass: Front and rear win-

dows are separate. Defroster lines 

are present in the rear. As noted 

earlier, the builder has the option 

of building a T-top version. The 

instructions note where to cut the 

roof in order to install the smoked 

glass T-tops. The tail light is 

molded in clear red. Again, as 

with the tires, these parts are 

bagged, eliminating chances of the 

glass being scratched by other 

pieces in the box.  

 Decals: Here is where there is 

a major difference between the 

original kit and this reissue. The 

new decal sheet is THREE times 

the size of the original issue. 

Whatôs more, there are two colors 

availableðblack AND gold. It 

also features the striping which 

encircles the bottom of the car, 

and two ó82 platesðCalifornia 

ó2QUIK4Uô and Florida 

óGETAWAY.ô Markings that I 

question are the strobe stripes and 

ñ5.0 Liter HOò for the offset 

ñPower Bulgeò hoodscoopðif I 

recall correctly, the HO was an 

ó83 engine option.  

 Upon closer inspection, the 

decal sheet identifies itself as an 

official GM licensed product. In-

teresting that the decals showcase 

óTrans Amô while the box art and 

instructions refer to it as a 

ñFirebird,ò much like the 1/25th 

scale ó79 Firebird from the same 

company. OK by me, because it 

allows me to build it as a T/A, ra-

ther than a óFirebird.ô 

 Instructions: Nearly identical 

to the originals. Step by step, and 

Firebird (conõtõd) 

added, leaving only the gap for the 

doors. It is topped off with an in-

side rearview mirror. 

 Body: The brochure and ads 

of the day touted the new carôs 

drag coefficient of .323, making it 

one of the slipperiest on the planet 

upon introduction. At the time 

(and many years afterward), it 

was THE body of choice for the 

NHRA. 

 It features an opening hood 

and doors. The doors include sep-

arate rearview mirrors, with 

chrome faces. In order to mini-

mize warpage, there is what I 

would refer to as a ñmini-doorò in 

the openings which will be re-

moved when ready.  

 There are two choices of 

hoodsðthe flat, non-scooped one, 

and the offset ñPower Bulgeò 

hood. Additionally, there is a rear-

ward-facing twin scooped add-on, 

presumably for the óCompetitionô 

version. They feature separate 

hinges to display the Crossfire V8.  

 A positive for this kit is that, 

as designed, it can be built either 

as a hardtop, or as a T-top. Simply 

following the instructions will re-

move the roof, to be replaced by 

the framework and glass hatches. 

 The front bumper holds sepa-

rate grilles, while the lower val-

ance mounts underneath. A three-

piece custom air dam is yet anoth-

er available óCompetitionô option.  

 The taillight mounts into a re-

cess in the rear, above the separate 

bumper.  

 Finally, there is a choice of a 

(Continued from page 3) 

easy to follow. The majority of 

parts are not identified by name, 

only number. There is a small ta-

ble noting paint color suggestions 

for the parts. They also include a 

simple decal placement guide on 

the last page.  

 In the end, youôll obviously 

end up paying substantially more 

for this kit than I did for the origi-

nal, but with this kit you get the 

new decals with two possible ver-

sions, and, better yet, a kit molded 

in white, making it easier to paint. 

Iôve gotta go through my refer-

ence to see what color mine is 

gonna be. Iôll have to scour my 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Jag (contõd) 

sources for a suitable four-speed 

transmission to óswapô in, or con-

sider trying to simply build the 

LG4 carbureted small block.  

 Thatôs about it for this month, 

but Iôm hearing rumors of another 

large-scale óBird from the gang at 

Round2 in the pipeline. Pontiac 

seems to be rising from the ashes, 

much like the legendary Phoenix 

(even if its just in scale).  

 

by: Timothy Sickle  p 

(Continued from page 4) 

T/A (contõd) 

donôt be dismayed or try to re-

move it. The headlights are 

smooth chrome discs that mount 

to the radiator support and the 

clear covers that go in front of 

them have the raised rim cast to 

them. You may want to add clear 

headlights with prismatic affect 

from your spares box over the kit 

chrome pieces to help them out. 

 All in all itôs a very nice kit 

and the biggest problem will be 

which to get, the roadster or the 

coupe. And I gather there is a race 

version of the coupe coming later!  

 

by: Rich Wilson  p 

(Continued from page 2) 


