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 Another great Christ-

mas meeting (as you 

should see from the pix 

inside). Lotsa good food, 

friends, and letôs not for-

get the organization by 

the ñLadies of MAMAò! 

Thanks to everybody for 

their involvement! 

 This month, we have 

dueling reviews. First off 

is Rich Wilson, looking at 

the long-awaited Revell 

ó69 Boss 302! Next up is 

New Year, New Projects!  

MAMA Sez is the official monthly publication of the Maryland Automotive Modelers Association.  Articles as attributed by 

author and source, and may be reprinted with proper credit given.  Opinions expressed are those of nobody of any importance.  

Any correspondence or contributions should be sent to:  Timothy Sickle, 15905 Ark Court, Bowie, Maryland 20716.  

NOTE!  

Ram Tough?! 1 

Presidential Brief?! 2 

VeePee Pick 3 

New Stuff! 3 

Meeting Pix! 4, 5 

Revell Boss 302 6 

Chevelle Comparo! 7 

Govt Motors 8 

T ón T  10 

Ronôs Rant 12 

Poncho Perfection 

Parade 

13 

2019  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

UJanuary 19th AND 26th (?!) 

UFebruary 16th 

UMarch 16th 

UApril 20th 

UMay NONE (!) 

UJune 15th 

UJuly 20th 

UAugust 17th 

USeptember 21st 

UOctober 19th 

UNovember 16th 

UDecember 21st (10 - 3!) 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474-0646. p 

Ron Hamilton, with a re-

view of ANOTHER long-

awaited Revell kitðthe 

ô68 Chevelle SS396, com-

pared to the AMT El 

Camino! Double Bonus. 

Thanks!  

 The Poncho Perfec-

tion parking was filled to 

overflowingðthanks, 

guys!!  

 The raffle raised 

$105.00, while the door 

kicked in $207.00, mean-

ing we more than made 

the rentðthanks!   

 Thanks also to the 

following raffle donors:   

Brad, Deb Brown (in 

memory of Mike Brown), 

Ed Brown, Steve M. 

Buter, Tom Faletti, Ron 

Hamilton, Rich Meany, 

Chris Whalley, Brad-

leyôs Car Collectibles, 

and Replicas & Minia-

tures Co. of MD. Thanks 

guysðwe ópreciate it! p 
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ó19, that truck is the 

Ram, which beat out 

the óGMCô duo for 

top honors.  

 Thatôs not to say ei-

ther of óGMCôsô trucks 

are worse than the Ram. 

Many of these awards are 

subjective, and itôs un-

likely Ramôs new title 

will sway many pickup 

buyers as lifelong truck 

owners are brand loyal.  

 But there was just 

something about the Ram 

that persuaded Motor 

Trend editors that the ó19 

óGMCô twins didnôt 

have.  

 Even the standard 

Ram Tough?!  

 The American full-

size pickup segment is 

brutal. Many enter, but 

few find victory thanks 

to four decades of F-150 

dominance. However, 

that doesnôt mean the Big 

Three are sleeping at the 

wheel. Both Ram, and 

Chevy/GMC debuted all-

new pickups for 2019. 

While all are packed with 

innovations and new 

technologies, only one 

could earn Motor 

Trendôs coveted Truck 

of the Year Award. For 

suspension won praise.  

 The Ram also earned 

praise in other areas. The  

towing capacity bests 

Chevy/GMC, Nissan, 

and Toyota. Only the F-

150 beat the Ramðby 

450 pounds. They also 

praised Ramôs power-

train options, especially 

the mild-hybrid one the 

automaker is calling 

eTorque. It is standard on 

the base 3.6-liter V6 en-

gine and available with 

the top-tier 5.7-liter V8.  

 However, while the 

Ram does earn the covet-

ed TOTY award, they did 

(Continued on page 12) 
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 Happy New Year everybody! 

Welcome to that annual season 

where billions of people make un-

realistic and unachievable resolu-

tions that they know darned well 

will be abandoned and forgotten 

in just a few weeks, if it takes that 

long. óTis the season of gym 

memberships and diet plans! But 

car modelers know itôs better to 

skip the gyms and weight watch-

ers and invest our money in some-

thing tangibleðmodel car kits! 

 Pat yourselves on the back! 

MAMA recently (very recently) 

received the honor of being invit-

ed to conduct a model car display 

in the Kogod Courtyard of the 

Smithsonian Institutionôs Ameri-

can Art Museum in Washington, 

DC. They invited us to engage and 

educate museum visitors as part of 

their Family Transportation day 

event.  Only problem is that they 

didnôt contact us early enough. 

 The event was on January 

12th, a week before our hereto-

fore normally scheduled January 

meeting (more on that in the side-

bar). There was insufficient  time 

to run it by you guys, find out who 

wanted to participate, get things 

organized, make plans and com-

mitments, etc. So after a quick 

check with our leadership team, I 

let them know that there were too 

many obstacles, questions, and 

issues that would have to be ad-

dressed in order to pull together 

such a display in roughly two 

weeks. I also told them that we 

would relish being considered for 

participation in a future Transpor-

tation-related event, given suffi-

cient lead time. I think we would 

very much enjoy 

partnering with 

the museum and 

engaging the 

public on the 

model car hob-

by. How about 

you? 

 The folks at 

the Smithsonian 

were very under-

standing about 

how the short 

deadline and 

other issues/

concerns affect-

ed MAMAôs 

ability to participate in this event. 

They also said they shared our 

interest in the possibility of part-

nering in a future event. Weôve 

already begun a dialog on the 

questions and concerns to start 

laying groundwork for what the 

future might hold. 

 Please let me know if youôd be 

interested and willing to partici-

pate in an event like this at the 

Smithsonian in the future.  p 

The Presidential Brief?  

 Some of you may have seen 

the e-mails flying fast and furious 

as to scheduling conflicts for this 

meeting. The alternatives from 

Greenbelt were not acceptable, 

forcing us, on the surface, to can-

cel this monthôs meeting.  

 Ron ñPlastic Pusherò Bradley, 

nearly inundated with both new 

and restocked kits, submitted an 

alternativeðopening up his pala-

tial estate (1445 Boulder Lane, 

Hanover, MD 20176) for a ñmini-

meetingò of sorts on the 19th, to 

allow people to pick up not only 

pick up ordered kits, but also to 

satiate their plastic ñappetitesò 

with impulse purchases.  

 Undaunted by Greenbeltôs ina-

bility to accommodate us, club 

Prez Tim made some contacts in 

Severna Park for a meeting place. 

That is how we came to be here 

today. Thanks, everybody! 

 When the going gets tough, 

MAMAôs boys get going! p 

Sidebar  
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òVeePeeó Pick 
from Ron as 

long as two 

years ago. To 

these two kits he 

added a 

ñJukeboxò 

Ford engine 

and tube chassis 

to the Comet, 

along with mis-

cellaneous parts 

from the ubiqui-

tous spare parts 

box.  

 The 

Comet wears 

Gopher decals 

(again, sourced 

from Ron B!), 

 This monthôs pick comes from 

MAMA member Steve Whiting.  

 This awesome drag team pro-

ject began as most of our projects 

doðwith Ron Bradley!  

 Steve sourced both kits 

over Wal-Mart Cherry Red paint.   

 In a conversation with Steve 

after his presentation on this dy-

namic duo, he related to me how 

overwhelmed he was not only by 

Daveôs pick, but by all the atten-

tion that the race team garnered at 

the meeting.  

 Kudos, Steve! p 

New Stuff!  

Here are pix of the 
new Moebius Ford 
pickup, box art model 
with the utility box, 
as built by Sean 
Svendsen. No word 
on when  it will be 
available to the public. 
Looks good, eh? p 


